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Winchell-Dies Squabble Brings 


Showdown on Air Freedom Issue 


The simmering politico-radio caul- # 


dron which was not expected to boil 
over until the start of the presiden- 
tial campaign a few weeks hence did 
a Vesuvius over the weekend with 
the direct result that Martin Dies, 


Democratic congressman from Texas, | 


grabbed himself a valuable segment 
ot Blue network time for free next 
Sunday night (26). 

In what looks like a definite show- 
down on the radio “freedom of 
speech” issue, Dies, under 
ship of Jergens, will step into the 
first half of the “Basin Street” show, 
i 
t 


acceptance of an offer made by | 


he sponsor through the Lennen & 
Mitchell agency to speak to Walter 
Vinchell’s radio audience. The Texas 
lawmaker, together with Reps. Clare 


E. Hoffman, Mich. Republican, and 
Mississippi’s John E. Rankin. a Dem- 
ocrat, have been sounding off on the 
floor of the House at great length 
recentiy about radio commentatoi 
and newspaper columnists in general 


and Wincheli in particular. 
The wordy battle (Winchell hasnt 
keeping silent, ot c 
reached a climax last week whe! 
(Continued on page 30) 


Critic Rascoe’s Tirade 
Vs. Annabella in ‘Jake’ 
Creates New B’way Stir 


Burton Rastoe, drama critic 0 
N. Y. World-Telegram, whose idea 


on first-night coverage have arouse 
considerable comment, is again the 
talk of Broadway because ol! 

¥ie “Jacobowsky and the: Col- 


onel,” which opened at the Beck la 
WeeK, 

First half of his notice was us¢ 
Annabella, who, upon h¢ 
first Broadway appearance, was rated 


igate 


by critic as “an incredibly tal 

actress...who made me spirit 

i He went on to say that it 

was not replaced the play yu 

a total loss “Jacobowskyv” op 

0 I lay (14) and dre 

aor the balance of the wee! A 
ature are Louis Calhe O 


iweis and J. Edward Bro 
A abella, born in France as $ 
(Continued on page 47 


WINGED VICTORY’ MAY 
BE SHOWN PRESIDENT 


Washington, March 21. 
President Roosevelt is 
interested in seeing a performance of 
“Winged Victory.” and there is tall 
of bringing it to Washington for a 
Sunday night performance before the 
cast goes to Hollywood. 

This is a pretentious production 
and would require some preliminars 
preparation to fit it into the National 
theatre, Washington. Brig. Gen. Ar- 
nold of the Air Corps is anxious to 


Sald to pe 


| 


U.S. Medal 


(for Irving 
the Army” 


| of the estate of 
William 


have the commander-in-chief see the | : 
i her death to the credit of her hus- 


Moss Hart play before it becomes a 
film, 


Olsen-Johnson Map 
Successor to ‘Sons’ 


Hollywood, March 21. 
Olsen and Johnsontare discussing 
successor to “Sons O’ Fun,” with 
Harry Kaufman, associate of Shu- 
berts in production and co-producer 
of eomedy team’s shows. 
Kaufman will hold parleys on new 


| production with two comics for next 
sponsor- 
four 


weeks before returning east. 

New show planned for Broadway 
opening next season, with Olsen and 
Johnson heading cast. 


or 
Irving Berlin 


Washington, March 2 
Congressional recognition 
Berlin. who wrote “This 
for Army Emergency 
Relief, is contemplated. Berlin 
of three years to this 

effort, and the 
vould like to see 


Some 


has 
given up most 
patriotic dramatic 
War Department 
him honored 

A bill to give him a special medal 
y being and it is 


? 
no 


prepared 


yped to get the majority and minor- 


LEGIT 


Not Only Are More Shows 
Being Produced But Pub- 
lie Is Absorbing Greater 
Number of Hits . 


BIG SPRING SPURT 


By JACK PULASKI 
Broadway legit productivity is 
definitely on the By the end 
of May, which is the technical ter- 


rise, 


mination of the legit season, there 
will have been at least a dozen more 


| 


| 


| 


‘leaders of the House of Represen- | 


tatives to give it the green light 
It took some 15 years and much 


logrolling to get George M. Cohan 
special medal. 


-KREISLER MAY FIDDLE 


IN METRO MUSICAL 


Fritz Kreisler may make his film 
debut in a Metro filmusical for a 


$25 000 fee. according to present 


in- 


ons. 

Metro recently introduced Jose 
It doing a boogie-woogie spec- 
ail “Thousands Chee but vlo- 

Kre le co | 
g pul oO ) 


Reveal Fay Templeton 
13G Estate; Died Broke 


Pi irgh, 
Buttercup ) stage 
the turn of the century, died penny- 
less more than four years ago, but | 


America, which 


Englewood. 


the Actors Fund of 


operates the home at 


N. J.. where Miss Templeton spent 
many of her later years, wii re- 


ceive $13,089 from her estate. 

Last week the posthumous inheri- 
tance was revealed in an accounting 
her late husband, 
J. Patterson, once wealthy 
Pittsburgh industrialist, who died in 
1931. It represented Miss Tempie- 
ton’s share of money accrued since 


band’s Fox Chapet farm here. 


George 
| Present study is 


new shows presented than last sea- 

son. It means that the current sea- 

son is running more than 20°. ahead, 
(Continued on page 23) 


Authors Resisting 
Selling Television 


Rights to Hollywood 


With television occupying an im- 
portant niche in post.war-plans of 
most major film companies, authors 
and agents are showing increasing 


resistance to selling television rights 
to books and when screen 
are disposed of. 


stories 


rights 


Several of the most important lit- 
the U. S. are 
television rights’for all 
story properties with picture possi- 
bilities. No price television 
rights has yet been set for any story 


erary agents 1n now 
holding oul 


for 


WAY PLAY PRODUCTION 


| 


| 
| 


so far sold for screening, but au-| 
thors and agents figure the values 
as importantly as if television were 
an entirely different medium from 
picture 

Major company attorneys have 

é obliged to fi t for incl mn 
of e ) I ) 4 
Oo some e high- 
es ) ed books of e year, losing 
Da ‘ A those ave who 

{Lo e ym page 46) 


GALLUP POLL SPLITS 
UP PIX-RADIO PULL 


Extension of film stars’ marquee 
rating technique to radio performers 
is currently being undertaken by 
Audience Research, one of Dr. 
H. Gallup’s survey groups. 
designed to deter- 


mine the ratings of radio personali- 


ities apart from their programs and 


' cerned 


also to analyze the audiences attract- 


ed by radio programs according to 
sex, age, income and geographical 


zroups. Approach differs from usual 
radio rating services, with latter gon- 
many people are 
(Continued on page 19) 


how 


‘Use Legit For 


Metro to Buy Songs on Open Mkt. 
Instead Restricting Own Firms 


By ABEL GREEN 


° Before Louis B. Mayer and Louis 
German War Prisoners & Sidney, Metro studio executives, 


‘Contaminated’ By Jazz | returned to Hollywood last week, 
okayed a picture-song idea 
Washington, March 21. | which has long been the project of 
German prisoners of war at Gamp-! Fred Raphael, Metro’s music-radio- 
bell, Ky., have remodeled a little | television liaison in New York. That 
theatre, produced six musical com- | js, the purchase of pop song material 
edies and concerts and are now at! in the open marjet from any and ala 
work on their seventh production, | sources, 


for benefit of Metro pic- 

“Carnival of Love.” | tures. 
Interesting note is that while the | In other words, while Metro al- 

Nazis have banned swing from Ger-| ready has its 31% -owned-and-con- 


many, Nazi prisoner-musicians have 
acquired a taste for American jazz 
and feed the prisoners plenty of it. 


trolled fountainhead of music, via 
the Big Three Corp. (Robbins, Feist 
and Miller Music Corps.), this com- 
pany will differ from Warner Bros. 
and Paramount in that M-G will go 
into the open market for any and 
all types of songs. Warners, through 
its Music Publishers Holding 
Corp. ‘Remick, Harms, Witmark, 
bd Advance and other musie subsids), 
rmy FaC ing and Paramount (via Famous and 
| Paramount Musie Corps.) buy from 
themselves. Metro feels it can en- 
By SGT. ELIHU WINER hance its filmusicals by buying from 
Army authorities have figured | everybody. 
that the training period of the av- If Bregman-Voceo-Gonn has ai 
erage American soldier in this war (Continued on page 10) 
has been cut almost 30% through 


the increased use of the training film q ; 
comparatively new intraction: | Argentina's. Official 
on Any Anti-Nazi 
And Anti-Jap Films 


aid—the legitimate theatre—in car- 
rying its lessons to thousands of sol- 
diers. | 


has been 


written and spoken 
about the activity of theatre people, 


both in and outside the armed serv- By RAY JOSEPHS 

ices, in morale work and in selling | Montevideo, March 21 
war bonds. Now the story is also| No pictures which might offend the 
one of their colleagues in show busi- | Nazis or Japs will be allowed for ex- 


ness working quietly and effectively, 
all within the themselves 
to lend their talents to the task of 
educating their fellow-soldiers in the 
intricacies of modern warfare. They 
have used the medium they know 
best—the stage—to bring the warmth 
of the living theatre to a field nota- | 


hibition heneeforth in Argentina de- 
services | spite severance of diplomatic rela- 
tions with Berlin and Tokyo, it has 
just been announced. All Argentine 
producer-distributors, as well as the 
local distribs of Hollywood or other 
foreign-made prodtict, were so ad- 
vised in identical letters this week 


‘Continued on page 41) 1 (Continued on page 23) 


The Hour 
Of Charm 


All-Girl Orchestra 
and Choir 


Conducted by 


}Phil Spitainy 
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Networks Burned at Quick Nixes 


Of Film Stars 


Networks, already steamed 
over the Hollywood nix on film, 
guestars on air shows, did an added | 
burn last week when, as anticipated | 
in many quarters, there came 2} 
quick succession ef pix star can-| 
cellations. 

What particularly burned the nets | 
was the fact that in some instancés| 
they had spent hundreds of dollars | 


shipping out matrixes, releases, etc.,/ 


up the programs, only 
last-minute substi- 
As a result, 


build 
be faced: by a 
tution or cancellation. 


to) 


the press departments were com-| 
pelled to burn the midnight 011| 


straightening out radio editors, etc., 
on the last-minute switches. Fact 
that the press departments have | 
been endeavoring to conserve On pa- 
per, matrixes, etc., didn’t help salve 
their feelings either. 

In some cases it was a case of, 
“off again, on again,” which kept the | 
webs at a dizzy pace trying to keep 
the records straight. For instance, 
CBS got word from the Coast that 
Merle Oberon had been cancelled 
from the March 5 “Star and the) 
Story” stanza, which was followed | 
up the next day with an announce: | 
ment that everything had _ been) 
straightened out and she'd go on.| 
Jennifer Jones was originally sked- 
ded to star on the same program) 
March 19 when word came through | 
that she wouldn't appear unti! April! 
2. As of Friday (17), her appear- | 
ance was cancelled altogether. | 

Dizzy Whirls 

Releases had been sent out by CBS. 
that Abbott and Costello would guest 
on the March 17 Kate Smith show. 
Then came word that Barry Fitz- 
gerald would substitute. Day before 
the broadcast came a followthrough | 
that Fitzgerald was off and Judy 
Canova would take his place. And 
a few hours before the show went 
on the air CBS was apprised that 
A & C would join Miss Canova on 
the program. 

In an attempt to line up advance} 
material on the Screen Guild broad-| 
cast. CBS queried the Coast, “What's! 
on March 27 and thereafter—or am| 
I being cute?” 


you that Benny has been set three 
times before and has 
peared?” 

Jack Carson was originally 


up¢ 


not yet ap-| 


sked- | 
ded for the March 20 Screen Guild | 
show, only to be yanked, with word | 


As Radio Guestars 


Is That Bad? 


Ed (“Archie”) Gardner told 
Fred Allen he was playing “two 
canteens Monday night,” to 
which Allen replied: 

“That makes you 
Bob Hope.” 


Shows For Yanks 
In South Africa 


Union of South Africa Entertain- 
meut Corps, the South African 
counterpart of USO-Gamp Shows, 
Inc., has played to more than a mil- 
lion American troops in war the- 
atres in the Middle East, Italy, 
Egypt. Iran, Syria and North Africa, 
since the North African invasion, ac- 
cording to Lt. Lionel Roche, tech- 
nical head of the USAEC. 

Lt. Roche arrived in this country 
last week to procure materials and 
scripts to be used in entertainment. 
He is attempting to get a two-year 
supply of plays, skits, songs, as well 
as fabrics, make-up kits, for the 15 
units now playing the various the- 
atres of war. 

Unlike the troop entertainment 
setup in this country, the USAEC is 
composed entirely of volunteer 
soldiers and WAAS (Women’s Aux- 
iliary Army Service) who are sub- 
ject to army discipline and who 
often perform their entertainment 
functions in conjunction with other 
military duties. 

The only civilian troop entertain- 
ment is done in South African 
camps and bases near the cities. No 


the indoor 


civilians are permitted into combat 


areas. 
The USAEC is so much a part of 
the regular army that one of its most 


which the successful units, “Springbok Frolics,” 
Ww as 


replied: “‘Nothing set beyond March | 
20, although they hope to have Jack | 


Benny for March 27. Need I remind | 


made up of field artillerymen, at 
one time played a theatre in Johan- 
nesburg for 59 SRO performances 
orders assigning 
players to their units. Most of the 
members of this show were sub- 
sequently captured at Tobruk. 
outfit, “Crazy Gang” 
short distance of the El 


Another 
played a 


following that Charles Boyer and| Alamein within range of one of the 
Alexis Smith would take over the! heaviest artillery barrages of the 


gianza, 


All of which has resulted jin the| 
net press departments throwing up} 
“what's the use” | 
attitude, pointing out that if the Gov-| 


their hands in a 


ernment wants them to chip in on 


the conservation program, let them 


ask Hollywood to contribute its 


measure of support. 


TOP YANK STARS IN 
CANADIAN BOND PIC 


Hollywood, March 31. 
film mames been 
into a_ two-reeler, 


Dozen 
crowded 


to aid the Canadian War Bond drive 
opening next Week in Ottawa. 
Introduced into the picture 
through a television sequence are 
Bing Crosby, Charles Ruggles, Cary 
Grant, Jimmy Lydon, Jack Carson, 


“The | 
Shining Future,” made by Warners | 


war. 
Established in 1941 

The Entertainment Corps was set 
up early in 1941 and is under com- 
mand of Major Myles Bourke with 
assistance by Capt. Frank Rogaly, 
production officer, who prior to 
volunteering for the army was one 
of the foremost producers in South 
Africa. The 15 units often give 
shows for civilian audiences in the 


manner of “This Is the Army” and | 


| 


“Winged Victory” for benefit of | 
various war agencies. One of these 
agencies, the Gifts and Comfort 


Committee, is headed by Mrs. Jan 
Smuts, wife of Field Marshall Smuts, 
president of South Africa. This out- 
fit provides troops with small gifts 
and is also trying to replace the mu- 
sical instruments lost at Tobruk. 
Gloria Smith, a former Radio City 
Music Hall, New York, Rockette was 
with the first EC unit, “Amuseliers.” 
Another entertainer, Joan Kenna, is 


Irene Manning, Harry James, Frank | the daughter of the former Ameri- 


Sinatra, Deanna Durbin, 


Herbert | can minister to South Africa, who 


Marshall, Dennis Morgan and Olive} performed in this country. 


Blakeney. 


South African troops, according to | 


| Lt. Roche, are given a satisfactory 


Play Before Filmed 


“Shore Leave,” novel by Fred | 
Wakeman, in which several major | 
film companies were interested, has 
been withdrawn from the market | 
pending a legit dramatization to be | 
produced by Jed Harris. Harris has | 
a legit production deal with 20th- 
Fox. 

Farrar & Rhinehart publish the 
book. 


BEATRICE KAY’S PIC 
Beatrice Kay, exponent of Gay 
90's tunes, has been signed by 20th- 


| panied 


diet as well. American 


country, frequently before audiences 
here get them. In addition 16 mm 


| prints are dispatched to war the- | ¢ 


atres by the Union Defense Force 
Institute. This outfit sets up a unit 
for showings behind the lines. The 
Institute gets these pictures from 
American firms at no cost. 


Noel Coward accom- 
at the piano by Norman 
| Hackforth, is entertaining af® South 
| African bases. He has also done 


Currently, 


| some civilian shows for the benefit 
| of the USAEC. One show in Cape- 


town was sold out at a $20 top. 


Lt. Roche, working from the 
South African consulate, hopes to 


Fox to a one-film contract, with op-| get much of the material from this 


tions. Her initial effort will be in 


‘part of the country. 


However, he 


“Diamond Horseshoe,” to be made. will have to go to Hollywood io ob- 


during the summer. 
Miss Kay is currently at the Latin 
Quarter, Boston. 


| tain makeup as his limited budget 


won't permit him to pay the inflated 
prices prevalent in this area. 


the | 


‘Connie Bennett Ready 


| organized, 
| Alderman taking over the interests 


film | 


| fil 
‘Shore Leave’ May Be poll are dispatching prints to that 


| cripples. 


92nd WEEK ! 
KEN MURRAY'S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1944” 
El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
“It's a positive guarantee for a 
machine gun barrage of laughs, 
with Murray pressing the trigger.” 


BRIAN DONLEVY. 


COL. BECKONS BRISKIN 
TO POST AFTER LEAVE 


Hollywood, March 21. 
Columbia summoned Col. Sam 
Briskin back to his executive chores, 
starting July 1, after a leave of 
absence which begun two years ago 
when Briskin joined the Army, with 
the studio paying him $300 a wee 
during service. 
Illness caused his retirement from 
the Army last fall, since which he 
has been recuperating and doing 
some work for the Hollywood Vic- 
tory Committee. 


Rise Stevens Set For 


Cowan’s ‘Time to Love’ 


Hollywood, March 21. 

Rise Stevens, Metropolitan Opera 
diva, will star in a filmusical, “Time 
to Love,’ to be produced by Les- 
ter Cowan for United Artists release. 
Start is slated for August, following 
the star’s maternity vacation. 

Picture will be scripted by Milton 
Lazarus, with a score by Ann Ron- 
ell (Mrs. Cowan). 


To Ink Radio Plugger 
Hollywood, March 21. 

Constance Bennett is at the sign- 
ing stage of a five-night-a-week ra- 
dio broadcast to plug her own cos- 
metic business, which has been re- 
with George and Milton 
previously held 


by Willard Isaacs 


|}and Harry Taylor. 


Meanwhile Miss Bennett is set to 
produce and star in a series of fea- 
tures for PRC. 


Is My Face Red? 


On the “Quiz Kids” radio show 
Sunday (19) the quizmaster set. up 
an embarrassing situation by asking 
the juvenile geniuses which of the 
two Dorsey brothers’ bands each 
preferred. Apparently Jimmy Dor- 
sey was scheduled for a guest ap- 
pearance on the program without 
the kids’ knowledge, because im- 
mediately after four of the five 
youngsters named Tommy as their 
favorite and the fifth stayed neutral, 
Jimmy was introduced the 
audience. 

There was a painful 4ew minutes 
until Jimmy set them all at ease. 
At the conclusion of the leader’s bit 
one kid expressed the embarrass- 
ment all of them seemingly felt. 


PEWEY NAMES HELEN HAYES 


Albany, March 21. 

Helen Hayes has been named by 
xovernor Dewey as a member of 
the board of visitors at the Haver- 
straw Reconstruction Home for 
Hospital is situated in 
Rockland County, where Miss Hayes 
has long been active in civic affairs. 

Term is for seven years and posi- 
tion is non-salaried. 


Mrs. Fidler’s Divorce Decree 


Ely, Nev., March 21. 
Mrs. Ruth Law Fidler has ob- 
tained a divorce from Jimmy Fidler 

on the grounds of mental cruelty. 
Few minutes later Mrs. Fidler re- 
ceived a divorce from Ray Burgess 
on the same grounds. Latter mar- 
riage had been dissolved by a Mexi- 
can court but its validity was ques- 

tioned, hence the Nevada decree. 


+ 


SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully +++++++++e+++e0 


Hollywood, March 19 
“Frankie and Lolly Were Sweethearis” ; 

A month on the job and already the finger is on me. I can't tel] this 
one without developing I-trouble. And you know what that does to as 
boys on the rim of the copy desk. Gives them I-drophobia. Swaff (Hane 
nen Swaffer) gave them the last bad attack 15 years ago. They aren't 
over it yet. 

“Scoops” Parsons is after me. She is demanding retractions. She denies 
she ever sat up mornings trying to figure out ways to beat officia] press 
releases. In reporting that, I've touched her where she’s touchy, she says 
When you question her ethics you make her see red. It doesn't blow down 
the squawk to tell her to trade her ethics in for a Buick. I've told her 
that. I’ve even told her to take out an ad in “Variety” if they won't print 
it anywhere else, and blast hell out of me. ’ z 

I told her to write a column about it. This one even. I didn’t even 
stipulate that in return she'd have to give me her column to tell her what 
I think about ner. For a mugg, I was trying my darndest to be a gentle- 
man, She was telling me off about this question of integrity and ethics 
over a Hollywood telephone when some guy, in a voice that was an ine 
happy merger of Rochester and Durante, loadéd me down with some dialog 
he never learned reading “The Rover Boys.” Could it have been Doc? 

I much prefer reading anyway. So I went back to reading “The Gay 
Illiterate” to see what might have caused all this Billingsgate. Even at 
its dullest, it’s lot more fun than listening to the fury of a Scooper scorned, 
You learn a lot of things. It gives you a chance to set her Straight on 
even the basic facts behind her book. 

Lolly’s opinion, and accepted by the trade, is that her selling-title springs 
from a piece in “The Saturday Evening Post,” written by Thomas Wood 
“a name that will never fail to bring me to the boiling point.” 
tention is that Wood did not even write the piece. She says Nunnally 
Johnson wrote it. Her story is that Johnson wrote it to get even with her 
for having Sid Skolsky dropped from the Hearst Syndicated string. She 
claims she had nothing to do with it, that Skolsky caused too much fric- 
tion by railing and ranting when editors cut his copy. 

Lolly goes on to catalog her detractors—Wood, Johnson. Leo Rosten, 
Henry Luce, Hedda Hopper. She resents that they tell the same old 
stories with glee. She is vague, pompous, splits infinitives, mixes meta- 
phors, brags, is spoiled, queens it. But she fails to give you the original 
source of these twice and thrice told tales. It's much like Joe Louis print- 
ing his record and dropping that first Schmeling fight. 

Back in 

For the source of these yarns on Lolly was a piece in the September, 
1935, issue of “New Theatre.” It was written by Joel Faith, who was not 
Fritik Scully, or Joel Sayre, or anybody named Thomas Wood or Nun- 
nally Johnson. Within weeks the magazine became a collector's item. 
Soon after publication copies were selling for $5 around Hollywood. It's 
one for Ripley that Lolly never saw this piece. I doubt if Johnson would 
say he never did. 

All this is in the SEPost character. It airs an inside story years after 
the trade has become familiar with the facts, and does Supremely well at 
polishing these second-hand apples. But when Lolly draws a reader's at- 
tention to the sources, let her go to the originals. If she purposely skips 
them she’s unethical. If she never heard of them she’s a superficial re- 
porter. 

Let's read more of Lolly. On page 4 she admits that she may lose a 
scoop by keeping her word and so has to balance her judgment against her 
word. “Ethics,” she calls it' On page 38 you find “William Randolph 
Hearst has never championed a cause he did not sincerely believe in.’ On 
page 90 she tells how Rudy Valentino and Natacha Rambova “lived to- 
gether in a house overlooking Whitley Heights, high in the Holly wood 
hills, with the lights of Hollywood twinkling at their feet.” I just walked 
down to the Valentino manse, to check on this. They couldn't see Holly- 
wood’s lights with anything but a periscope. 

Well, you take it from here. It took the re-reading of a whole book to 
discover what really burned her. She hates anybody to call her Lolly. 
And I called her Lolly! 

Boy, my “Captain Marvel.” 


Her con- 


Hangover 
- If Par could only call in Einstein and turn back the hands of the clock 
Barry Fitzgerald's performance in “Going My Way” would win him the 
Oscar for the year's best acting. 

Reminds us of a convivial St. Patrick's Day party a few years ago 
where everything was Irish and beautiful. Jim Tully, termite inspector 
of Toluca Lake, full of vino veritas, was telling everybody about Fitz- 
gerald. 

“He's the best comic of them all,” Tully kept saying. 

Fitzgerald grinned, embarrassed. but said nothing. 

’ “Tl regret having said this in the morning,” Tully confessed, “but it's 
rue. 


Lenten Footnote 
Moppet, billed to solo at festival of Gregorian chanters at Wilshire-Ebell 
theatre, gargled straight to put his throat in top form, and promptly lost 
his voice for 24 hours, 


Dem Bums 

To spruce up local pride, which may be limping, we nominate this 
ticket for 20th Century-Fox’s production of “A Tree Grows in Brooklyn.” 

Producer, Arthur Schwartz; femme lead, Beryl Wallace: male lead, 
John Garfield; featured players, Alice Faye, Norma Talmadge, Dolores 
Costello, Sigrid Gurie: director, Irving Cummings; script writer, Betty 
Smith; publicity, Norman L. Sper. 

Nothing unusual about these, except that they all happened to have been 
born in Brooklyn. 


Ooop Dept. 

Narration of Oscar Wilde’s “The Picture of Dorian Gray.” which Al 
Lewin is directing for Metro, was read by Sir Cedric Hardwicke. On his 
last visit east Hardwicke entered the lift of a New York hotel and a gal 
blew in behind him 

“Hello,” she said. “Fancy meeting you here. 
sometime. Give me aring. My floor. Goodbye!” 

“Who was that?” Hardwicke asked the elevator boy. 

“Joan Crawford,” the boy informed him. 


We must get together 


No Hope 
Daughter of a producer, pretty good novelist in her own right. too, got 
her nose straightened. Soon afterward it caved in. 


ans awful,” she wailed, ‘people now think I'm the daughter of Bob 
ope.” 


Nominee 
Nominated for the Good Citizenship prize, Olivia de Havilland, for say- 
ing: “To those who say that Hollywood should remain aloof from every 
activity except picture making, I would say that we are also people, we 
are also citizens, and we cannot serve even our industry well—we can't 
even serve and respect our own talents—unless we think first of our 
country and fulfill the obligations of good citizenship.” 


Award 
Scrapbook of the Month Award to Mike Arlen for replying, on being 
asked if he were really an Armenian: “Did you ever know anybody claim- 


ing to be who wasn’t?” 
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FEAR STAR PACTS’ UPSET 


Mr. Anthony: What to Do? 


Hollywood, March 21. 

Film producers are trying to figure out a new way to keep their 
contract players in line, as a result of the recent verdict in Olivia de 
Havilland’s legal conflict with Warners. New problem is: How to en- 
force discipline on rebellious players without suspensions? 

-Many in the industry go so far as to say that the current seven-year 
term contract has been outmoded after some 20 years of service, and 
might be declared void if taken to the Supreme Court as a test case. 
Meanwhile the studios are giving their contracts a closer scrutiny than 


ever before. 


| dollars in 


Preview CSI Hospital Circuit 


Given By Pix Stars Back From Front 


b.o. 
| 
a result of the 


The 
Shows, Inc., hospital circuit, to be 
set up shortly, is expected to have 
as great a therapeutic effect on dis- 
abled GI's as penicillin, according to 


Von Stroheim’s Op 


contemplated USO-Camp 
| 
Los Angeles, March 21. 


performers who have worked in Eric Von Stroheim is recovering 
field, base and evacuation hospitals | from a major operation performed 
abroad. Patterns of troop reaction | Friday. 

already has been seen by returning! The actor, whose condition is re- 
CSI performers, who say that the! ported to be satisfactory, is at Queen 


sight of an entertainer is as impor- |of the Angels Hospital. 


tant to their eventtal recovery as 
See Cronin’s $200,000 


medical ministrations. 

Returning last week from a 10- 
week offshore odyssey, Louise All- 
britton and June C!yce spoke of the 
morale ~hypo given the disabled 
when an entertainer stops and talks | 
to them. Of particular importance } 


fis the fact that entertainers are con- 


versant with a multitude of home!to “The Green Years.” by A. J. 
towns, and if they know of a person | Cronin for $200,000, breaking the | 
or place in common, the soldier is! previous ceiling of $175,000 for the | 
somewhat overwhelmed and_ he’s) screen rights to Edna Ferber’s “Sara- 
given a lift that can’t be given! toga Trunk” (Warners) is eM 
through any other medium. ‘in film production circles as the 
Jerry Shelton, accordionist who| forerunner of new record prices for 


published 
as indicated 
has long 


Ella Logan and Edith| Picture rights to 
an extended, overseas | Such a development, 
last week, 


accompanied 
Delaney on 


jaunt, concurred in this view, but | ‘Variety 
was of the opinion that musicians | expected in film circles as result of 
wera the more travelled, especially | the rapidly mounting prices for film} 
4 > | “10 te © 
if they've been doing one-nighters | TShts to plays. 
and could speak. authentically of Understood that Cronin is being 
more home bases. paid approximately $65,000 this year, 
with balance of payments to 
Miss Allbritton ard Miss Clyde| Over a three-year period 
performed as closely to the hand-to- | 
s > ervals > yr 
hand combat sector as possible. On | stipulated intervals In I 
| 


completion 
film. 


tion 
the Italian front they et 


for three and a half hours in a} 
reconnalsance car, and performed be- 
tween the field artillery fire and the 
infantry, while shells and nemy 
planes whizzed overhead. 

In those sectors, they 


travelled daily 


lease of the 


was to a considerable extent 


lthe Metro lot wanted to 
| icture., 
said, talent 


asked for 


originally 


is of secondary consideration. Being Cronin 

two pretty femmes, the GI's were | 900 tor the rights to his novel, which 
content only to look at them. How- | 4s to be published by Little, Brown. 
ever, they did a song and patter | Redbook has the serialization rights. 
act, using audience participation | Another unpublished novel for 


Zimmicks. 
$'00 bills 
wood personalities. 


which $250.000 is asked for the 
Ilolly- | rights is “The Razor's Edge” 


used | W. Somerset Maugham. 


Miss Clyde brought over | 
autographed bv 


Which they 


@s prizes in audience participation| Reported that under Cronin’s ar- 
Stunts. Booby prize winners had to| rangements with his agent, Frank W. 
“ ss Miss Allbritton, which the GI's | Vincent. who set the deal on the 
idn't mind a bit. Coast. Vineent is to receive his 10’ 
: Miss Allbritton, whose “Her Prim-| commission. $20,000. from the fil 
ee Man” is soon to be released by payment of $65,000 to Cronin. Thi 
Universal, goes back to the Coast will eive Cronin a fairly even di 


this weekend to work in 
I Love You,” also for U. 
will be in New York for 


revenue ovel 


“a, 
San Diego 


tribution of 
Miss Clyde 


vear period. 


e time with her hus- 
band, Major Thorn ion Freeland, for COL § INSIDE TRACK 
mer film director pow With Signal 
Corps, w os here prior to anothe1 


OVerseas tri 


ures is still 


Columbia Pict 


L0 | dickering for the screen rights 
EW’S $155, 81? TO “Over 21.” Max Gordon's legit 
duction, with price said to be around 
RED CROSS LARGEST * 
Following por that Colun 
“in Red Cross donations totalling $155.-| had closed for the screen right 
tne industi y's largest corporate | the Gordor in response 
$e far. were presented iq leric s from other major ( ompat ies 
ross jast Monday (20) by stated last week that no deal had 
ged been closed with Columbia. Unde 
An additional $75,812 is being con-} stood. however, that Columbia cur 
tributed by Loew's, Inc., in the name. rently has the inside track on the 


thousands of 


pl tl exhibitors ho} and is likely to ink a deal. 
Subjects distr i “e peer war short | 20th-Fox, under its deal with Gor- 
don, has a financial interest in 


Hardwicke’s Retakes 


, A 20th-Fox studio emergency call 
for “Wilson” retakes has interrupted The money th 

Cedric Hardwicke’s staging of | liance for 
the new Somerset Maugham play,! American Ideals 
‘Sheppey s for week. have paid for its 


| play. 


n 

he Preservation 
would 

announcement 


Hardwicke returns from Holly- pearing on page 22 in this issue, 
Wood next week to continue the, been donated by the Alliance to the 
play, American Red Cross. 


For ‘Green Years’ Pacing 
Record Prices for Books 


Metro’s purchase of the film rights | 


i services 


works. 


been | 


and eventual re- 


The record price paid for “Years” 
due 
to the fact that several producers on 
make the 


$250.- 


film 


the three- 


ON ‘OVER 21’ LECITER 


reported 


pro- 


the 


Ad Cost to Red Cross 


e Motion Picture Al- 


normally 
ap- 


Corp 


RULING 


Stakes which major studios hold 
via contracts with more than 20 of, 
Hollywood's top male stars, now in 


investment es- 
into 
film rentals 


the armed forces, an 
timated as running 
potential 
receipts. may 
ruling in the 
the seven-year contract 
Olivia de Havilland 
Bros. 


Industry 


and 


Warner 


and 


attorneys and production 


execs in the east are of the opinion, 


that the ruling of Superior Court 


| Judge Charles S. Burnell in 


to Miss de Havilland’s seven-year 


pact, also applies to male stars now 
in the armed forces. It is stated that, 
if such a construction of the law, 


stands up. many of the male stars 
will be thrown into the open market 


for bidding by studios other than 


| those to whom they were under con- 


they entered the armed 
they are mustered out 


when 
when 
of service. 
It might well be argued, 
to attorneys in the east. from the 
language of Judge Burne!ll’s decision, 
that the time spent in the armed 
cannot be added to the life 


tract 
forces, 


a contract. 
sion précludes even illness as a fac- 
{tor in extending the term of a con- 
tract bevond the California statute 
of seven years. 

It is pointed out that while there 
is a provision, under the draft regu- 
lations, whereby employers are ob- 

(Continued on page 43) 


Pix Top Antidote, 
Says Gen. Osborn 


Washington, March 21. 


Motion pictures are the top anti- 
dote for the tension and strain for 
our soldiers in the Southwest’ Pa- 
cific who have now become “the 
most avid moviegoers in the world,” 
Major General Frederick H. Os- 
born reported here Sunday (19). | 
Gen. Osborn, head of the Army 
Morale Services Division and _for- | 
mer chief of Army Special Services, ! 
is just back from a 30.000-mile tour 
of the Pacific. The U. S. claims to 


operate “the largest motion 
circuit in history” in that 
atre, 


picture 
war the- 
“Combat Officers,” said Osborn, 

their men to relax afte 
out of the The 


+ 
Want 


come lines, movie 


has proved to be the solution. A 
screen against a jungle backdrop 
brings the soldie close to home 
wWalh. The soldie. Va sé 
torial views of streets .t at ren id 
him of h home town, and of people 
he might meet on those streets: ol 
ome to remind him of his mother 
his wife, his sweetheart: of ordinary 
hapnenings in which he will again | 
participate. 
“Thi tremendous movie 
(Continued on page 47) 


Old Tunes Top GI Hit 
Parade, Says Scottie 


Hollywood. March 21. 
Song of home. particular] 
id yallad the sang a kid aré 
best onels IIdiers over- 
accora g 10 Elia Loga 
) ho recently ned from a 
USO tou th Ed Delaney 
dane and Jerry Shelton, accom- 
panist. 
Trio toured South America, Sicily. 
Italv. Malta, Tunis, England and 


Scotland. 


Salkow Charges KOd 


Hollywood, March 21. 
Charges against Irving Salkow. 
agent, of. violating the Selective 
Service Act were dismissed today by 
Judge J. F. T. O'Connor. 
Salkow’s attciney pointed out that 
his client is now in the Marine} 


San Diego. 


boot camp at 


millions of ; 


be jeopardized as | 
case of) 
between | 


Film Engineers Book Cooper, Miner 


For Television Crystal Ball Act 


Must Be OK for AFL 
Hollywood, March 21. 

Acting on request of the In- 
ternational Garment Workers, 
Screen Actors Guild board of di- 
rectors has voted in favor of ask- 
ing stars to refrain from model- 
ing clothes made by shops unfair 
to organized labor. 

Henceforth top performers 
will model only clothes classified 
as fair to unions. 


Cali-| 
fornia, which in effect prohibits add-j 
ing the time involved in suspensions | 


according | 


Judge Burnell’s deci- | 


i confirming 
} per 


they | 


‘Topsy and Eva Time,’ 
Fritz Blocki Package, 
As Duncan Sis Airer 


“Topsy and Eva Time,” 
the Duncan Sisters, 


into a half-hour once-weekly 


CONCERT TOUR SET 


FOR GRACIE FIELDS 


deal | 
for 
| recent 
| McDonald, president of Zenith Radio, 


An unusual concert booking 
was set by the William Morris agency 
for Gracie Fields in that 70 telegrams 
were dispatched to as many concert 
managers, and 68 replied by 
the agency's 
concert, against a 70/30°% 
of the gross 


split | 


English comedienne starts her 


cert tour pronto. 


con- 


‘Dick Courtleigh Killed 


In Battle of Tarawa 


| 

| Word has been received by Mrs. 
Edna Courtleigh in New York that 
her youngest son, Richard Court- 
leigh, 19. was killed during the in- 
vasion of Tarawa. Young Court- | 
l|leigh had enlisted in the Marines, 


with his mother’s consent, at 17. 


Mrs. Courtleigh’s three other sons, 
are also in the armed forces, one of 
them, Stephen Courtleigh, Broadway 
| legit actor, being in foreign duty in 
the South Sea Island Boys’ father 
was the late Willianry Courtlheigh, who 
starred in many Broadway legit 
shows, ana wpe ( Valine 


George V 


More Talent to London 
For Camp Show Treks 


wOnGON Feb. 24 


They're still coming over for 
USO-Ca Show latest arrivals 
yeing White and Manning, replacing 
Three Nonchalants: Fred and Ann 
Carroll, Brow La W 
S Ke Arthur Whe 
l i Jar M la W GI tal 
ent tak oO terta ent fiele 
ine a a sno iv ) ta! t 
ep e 4 yee 

’ 7 th ot , to be adced to 
depleted unit 

Will Rolland. formerly with MCA, || 


has joined Bill Dover, head of USO- 
Camp Shows here, who also has 
Charlie Maddock assisting him. 


Lunts’ Illness 


London, March 21 
Severe attacks of bronchitis 
vented Alfred 


tanne from 


Lunt and Lynn 
appearing for two night 


| last week in their culrent hit, “There 
Shall Be No Night.” 
Aldwych theatre, where it’s cur- 


rent, shuttered for both nights. 


Unlike 


starring} 
is being rounded | 
radio | 

; mental because this new 


| 
wire | 
bid at $2,500 | 


the N. Y. 
Club's 


Advertising 


Executives powwows last 


which was fr 
the radio 
tonight (Wed.) of 


Picture Engi- 


week on television om 


the viewpoint of broad- 


casters, the session 
the Society of Motion 
neers will examine tele’s future 
from the film and stage production 
perspective. The virtues of using 
films, old and new, or of using live 
actors. will be gone into at length. 

Wyllis Cooper. former Hollywood 
producer-director, now in charge of 
NBC program development, and 
Worthington Miner, ex-legit stager, 
now with CBS’ video. will be promi- 
nent in these discussions. 

With eat preoccupa- 
tion of thought inside and outside of 
{show business there are certain 
realistic approaches limitations. 
First of all, from the talent perspeec- 
tive, and this must be the funda- 
art form of 


television's 


ana 


package by Fritz locki, veteran 
program idea man who recently | ante qk 
| opened his own agency in N. Y. | tertaining refore it ta ces hold. There 
St j}are already discussions about a ten- 
anzé ymprises script 
ich tl > wh re | tative three-year experimental tele 
whic re Dunca isters, who are} 
contract for the talent guilds and 
currently featured at the Hotel | 
: . | the crafts unions. 
Sheraton, N. Y., will have dramatic! 
Pg aie | None can foresee how fast video 
roles interspersed with incidental} 
; : | will click. There are too many pros 
songs, with parts planned for well- 
and cons. Hence the idea that, for 
| known vaude and radio vets who 
| will be guesters an exploratory three years, AFRA, 
Equity, Screen Guild, the labor 


unions, engineers, et al. acquiesce on 

an experimental basis. 
Breakdown of Factors 

By that time there 

solved these factors: 

-Is it a reality, or 

the stock 

letter by 


should be re- 


still a great 

salesman? (A 
Commander Gene 
to Ashton Stevens, the Chicago col- 
umnist, called it the latter in so 
m words }. 

2— Will radio be so busy for two 
or three years post-war in cing 
old parts, fixing old 1adios, merchan- 
dising new models (FM and 
wise) that this will perforce 
television? 

—~Will radio talent. of them 
admittedly not pt and 
mostly given to reading their scripts, 
create a new 
ality, 


servi 


other- 


retard 


many 
Lotogenic 


problem about person- 
makeup and necessity of 
becoming letter-perfect in their tele- 


the 


casts. Today's script readers, it 

must be remembered, will be faced 

with the problem of memorizing 
(Continued on page 47) 
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: 


INDIANAPOLIS . . . Gross is topping all 
the biggest 20th Century hits of 1944! 


NEW YORK... Ahead of year’s top 
grosses at Roxy in third record week! 


SEATTLE... . First day is biggest in months 


MILWAUKEE . . . First 4 days’ busi 
irs ys business . second day bigger than first! 


4 points to record figure for first week! 


*,.. and LOOK at that whole 
record-smashing line-up from 


Directed 
> 
fy 
CENTURY-FOX 
= 
REC 
é 


Wednesday, March 22, 1914 SIETY 


DETROIT . . . Soars past the records g BOSTON ... Day and date engage- | 

of “Crash Dive” and “Hello, Frisco, Hello”! pr 7 ments in two houses — and SRO at both ! 
CHICAGO... Terrific opening day : Od DENVER... Moved over to third theatre 
gets picture off to sensational run! 7 after blasting records at two others! 


more coming! 


RED CROSS DRIVE! COLLECT EVERY PERFORMANCE EVERY. DAY. MARCH 23rd THROUGH MARCH 29th! 


a | 
j 
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Greatest Mobilization of Theatres 
Ready for Film Biz Red Cross Drive 


shibitors and campaign leaders | 
that their March 23-29 
collections will gross at least $10,- 
000,000, and are planning to empha- 
size the many services embodied in 
Red Cross—such as blood plasma, 
canteen service, foreign relief, pris- 
oner-of-war welfare, home service, 
bundles, mail, hospital service, club- 
mobiles, movies for soldiers, relief in 
Gisasters, etc. 

It is also emphasized fhat show 
business has always been the quick- 
est in raising funds for Red Cross 
needs, that in times of sudden dis- 
aster show people respond not only 
with money but also with benefit 
performances that bring in large 
sums, theatre collections, radio ap- 
peals, and stimulation of public re- 
sponse via newsreels, stage, niteries, 
etc. 

Joseph Bernhard, national chair- 
man for the motion picture indus- 
try’s Red Cross campaign, stated last 
week that with 14,560 theatres al- 
ready pledged for the drive, “We 
will launch this important home 
front effort with the greatest mo- 
pilization of theatres in the history 
of the industry. 

“In order not to dissipate this re- 
markable demonstration of the will 
to do an indispensable job, I now 
appeal to everybody concerned in 
this achievement to carry through to 
an all-time record for collections. 


“This requires that all chairmen, 
all exhibitors and the National 
Screen office distributing the trail- 
ers re-check for the dpening gun 
Thursday (23) morning when most 
theatres will start their collections. 


“With mail and express delays in- 
evitable, every exhibitor should 
check his booth for receipt of the 
trailer, chairmen should check their 
list of pledged theatres with the Na- 
tion] Screen exchanges, so that if 
there are any shortages or miss-outs, 
we may still have a day or two to 
replace the shortage. 


“The request to collect at every 
performance, which has become the 
campaign slogan, is urged upon each 
participating theatre so that we can 
turn over to the Red Cross every 
dollar a generous public is willing to 
contribute.” 


Bernhard referred to the sponta- 
neous effort on the part of hundreds 
of people in the industry who have 
made it possible to look forward to 
the opening of the drive with con- 
fidence in a record-breaking finish. 

Harry M. Kalmine, following re- 
turn to N. Y. from a series of key 
city exhibitor rallies in behalf of 
the drive, said that unified action by 
all sections of the industry is one 
of the chief characteristics of this 
year’s campaign. 

“With that kind of teamwork,” 
Kalmine said, “we are pretty sure 
not only to achieve, but possibly sur- 
pass our goal in 1944.” 

Sam Rosen, of the Fabian circuit, 
has been made chairman of a new 
accessories committee comprising 
purchasing agents as part of the in- 
dustry’s corporate gifts committee. 
Herman Robbins, chairman of the 
corporate gifts committee announced 
appointment over the weekend of a 
committee including Paul Sherman, 
Al Naroff, M. J. Fessler, Larry Mor- 
ris, Frank Fowler, Fred Lakeman, 
Irwin Breuer, Max Seligman, Max 
Wolf and P. F. Harling. Ed Rugoff 
has been named chairman of a cor- 
porate gifts committee covering all 
independent circuits in ..the New 
York exchange area. Rugoff’s group 
will canvass every theatre owner 
and all house staffs in the N. Y. area. 

This group made an initial pledge 
of $30,000, promising at least 60% 
more this year than in 1943. Rugoff 
will organize his committee in 
groups to cover the entire sales dis- 
trict and will use branch managers 
and salesmen to solicit every thea- 
tre owner in the district. The same 
organization wil] later be extended 
to include theatre staffs. 

Cooperation of the IATSE with the 
industry’s Red Cross drive was an- 
nounced last week by Louis Krouse, 
general secretary-treasurer. Krouse 
promised cooperation wherever the 
problem of overtime resulted from 
running the collection trailers and 
collecting at every performance. 

Red Cross theatre collections will 

extend to the remotest parts of the 
nation. One pledge has been re- 
ceived from the Craig theatre, Craig, 
Alaska, Robert J. Peratrovitch, 
is also chairman of the Klawock 
Chapter of the Red Cross. The oper- 
ators of the theatre travel six miles 


by boat each day and bring some 
of their patrons along with them 
from Klawok. 

From northern New Jersey comes 
a report that 250 Red Cross pledges 
have been received from an area 
listing only 241 possibilities. Lou 
Golding and Clayton G. Eastman, in 
the Albany sector, promise to de- 
liver at least 200 pledges in an area 
with a regional quota of 187 the- 
atres. 

Golding reports that exhibitors in 
the Albany territory have come 
through 100% with their pledges. 
“Although we are proud of this 
unanimous response from. exhibi- 
tors,” said Golding, “we are not go- 
ing to stop at merely getting in the 
pledges. Beyond the pledges is the 
task of collections at every perform- 
ance every day, and in the end the, 
results in money is the thing that 
really counts. Let’s go to work and 
mzke good 100% on those pledges.” 
Amplifying Golding’s follow- 
through orders, Ned E. Depinet, na- 
tional distributor chairman of the 


Par’s 9136 in Dimes 


An aggregate of $913,742 was col- 
lected during the March of Dimes 
campaign by theatre partnerships 
and associates of Paramount, accord- 
ing to advices to the Par homeoffice. 

This includes theatre’ circuits 
directly operated with Par as well as 
those with which it is indirectly af- 
filiated. 


War Dept. Says 99% Of 
Newsreel Combat Films 
Reach Theatre Screens 


Washington, March 21. 

Answering charges that Army cen- 
sors chop deeply into combat foot- 
age made by the newsreel lensers, 
War Dept. announced Saturday (18) 
that, since Pearl Harbor, less than 
3% has been held up for security 
and other reasons. 

And, of this, about two-thirds is 
subsequently released when security 
makes it possible. In addition, the 
War Dept. stressed the speed with 
which it clears combat footage made 
by the reelers, and pointed out the 
large volume of official government 
films which are turned over to the 
reels. 


industry’s campaign, pointed out 
that this year it is necessary to col- 
lect two and one-half times more 
than last year, and urged exhibitors 
not to stop until they achieved that 
goal. More than 150 exhibitors 
from the Albany area attended the 
recent meeting in Albany. 
Following Depinet’s suggestion, 
branch managers of the various dis- 
(Continued on page 43) 


Choice of ‘Honored 
100’ War Loan Drive 
Winners Under Way 


Robert W. Selig has arrived in 
New York to handle selection of 
nominees for the “Honored Hun- 
dred” contest in the industry's 
Fourth War Loan campaign. Six 
state exhibitor chairmen have al- 
ready sent certified choices to Selig, 
who turned them over to Lybrand, 
Ross Bros. & Montgomery, certified 
public accounties, for audit. 

State exhibitor chairmen have un- 
til April 1 to report their state selec- 
tions. Announcement of the 100 
winners will likely be made before 
Apri] 15. 

Every theatre manager in the 
U. S., Alaska and Hawaii who sold 
at least an “E” bond for every seat 
during the drive will receive a cita- 
tion from the U. S. Treasury Dept. 

Six hundred houses in metropoli- 
tan N. Y. area accounted for sale 
285,574 bonds worth $31,971,325 dur- 
ing Fourth war loan, according an- 
nouncement Edward L. Alperson, 
drive chairman this sector. He pre- 
dicts final total of $40,000,000. 


STUDIO RED CROSS PUSH 
SHADE OFF LAST YEAR’S 


Hollywood, March 21. 

Second week of the Motion Picture 
Red Cross campaign resulted in 4,172 
subscriptions, making a total of 19,- 
283, a little short of last year’s re- 
turns at a corresponding stage of the 
drive. 

Metro leads the studio list with 3,- 
675, Warners is second with 2,905, 
20th-Fox reports 2,800 and Para- 
mount 2,642. 


‘Hargrove’ Screens 0’seas 
Before Showing in U. S. 


Hollywood, March 21. 

Service men overseas will view 
“See Here Private Hargrove” before 
the picture is released for general 
showing at home. 

Metro has turned over 63 16-mm. 
prints for immediate screening in 
battle areas. Picture is based on a 
training camp yarn by Private Har- 
grove, now a sergeant on overseas 
duty. 


Skouras Theatre Benefit 


Greek division of the American 
Red Cross 1944 campaign, under the 
honorary chairmanship of His Grace, 
Archbishop Athenagoras, will hold a 
benefit show tomorrow (Thursday) 
at the Skouras Academy of Music, 
New York. 

Entire proceeds will be turned 
over to Red Cross, 


“Of the less than 3% of newsreel 
| film footage withheld by the Film 
| Security Section of the War De- 
|partment Bureau of Public Rela- 
‘tions,’ a statement declared, “a 
large proportion is later made avail- 
able to the newsreels and hence to 
the public. Eventually almost 90% 
of all newsreel correspondents’ com- 
bat film is released. The remaining 
1%, which remains permanently de- 
leted, is material which could pos- 
sibly be of aid or comfort to the 
enemy in ‘giving them advance in- 
formation on new developments and 
weapons or material, of troop move- 
ments and installations or other val- 
uable data.” 


FDR AND GEN. ARNOLD 
SALVO WYLER’S ‘BELLE’ 


Hollywood, March 21. 

Praise from President Roosevelt 
and General H. H. Arnold was 
heaped on Lt. Col. William Wyler 
after the Washington showing of 
“Memphis Belle,” Technicolor four- 
reeler. Wyler was upped from Major 
to his present rank, received an air 
medal and citation for his work on 
the film which will soon be released 
through Paramount in all U. S. the- 
atres. 

Picture is a factual story of* the 
final bombing mission of a Flying 
Fortress over Axis territory, with 
most of Wyler’s work being done 
out of England before any Air Force 
units were recognized. 


“Memphis Belle” Set 


“Memphis Belle,” OWI four-reeler 
dealing with a flying.fortress which 
is now in this country after many 
successful missions, and to be dis- 
tributed by Paramount on a non- 
profit basis, will be made available 
nationally on April 14. 
~-In order ir-get wide and fast dis- 
tribution, Paramount has ordered a 
record number of 500 Technicolor 
prints of the four-reeler. Details are 
being warked out to open the picture 
in a number of Broadway first-runs 
day-and-date. Subsequent run houses 
will get it immediately on top of the 
end of downtown engagements, all 
clearance being waived. 


Red Cross Film Service 
For 597 Army Hospitals 


Washington, March 21. 

An audience of more than 15,000,- 
000 soldiers in army hospitals in U.S. 
saw motion pictures provided by the 
American Red Cross last year, with 
millions more viewing them in hos- 
pitals overseas. 

Red Cross has announced it now 
| operates a film service in 247 hos- 
| pital recreation buildings and 416 
wards in this country and 350 hos- 
pitals overseas. Films are supplied 
by major studios, with 16 millimeter 
and 35 mm equipment used. Gen- 
erally shows run no longer than 80 
minutes so as not to tire the 
patients. 


Earl Lieberman Killed 
In Bomber Crash 


Cleveland, March 21. 

Earl] Lieberman, former Columbia 
ad man at company’s exchange here, 
first casualty among exchange peo- 
ple of city. 

Lieberman was killed in a bomber 
crash near Phoenix, Ariz., shortly 
before he was scheduled to go over- 
seas, 


ww 


Nell Mountain to WAACS 
Nell Mountain, daughter of Earle 
B. Mountain, vaude actor, has enlist- 
ed in WAACS. Undergoing basic 
training prior to assignment to Will 
Rogers Air Base, Oklahoma. 


Bill Rodgers, Jr., In 
William F. Rodgers, Jr., son of 
Metro’s v.p. and general sales man- 

ager, at Ft. Monmouth, N. J. 


Doug Netter Now Jr. Lieut. 
Ensign Douglas Netter, U. S. Navy, 
son of Leon D. Netter, v.p. of Para- 
mount Theatres Service Corp., pro- 
moted to Lt. (j.g.). 
He is stationed in Pacific area. 


Jay Wren To Navy 
Jay Wren, with Walter Reade cir- 
cuit for years and about six months 
ago made publicity-advertising di- 
rector for Adams-Paramount chain 
in New Jersey, accepted for Navy. 


Clara Bow’s Bro. a Hero 
Washington, March 21. 

Pyt. William Bow, brother of ex- 
film star Clara Bow, has been cited 
by the Army for an unusual job of 
capturing two German tanks in Italy. 
Bow, startled by the approach of the 
two tanks, threw up his arm like a 
traffic cop and the tanks stopped. 
The Germans crawled out, surren- 
dered, and asked to be shown a ba- 


First Run Features 
Hit Overseas Before 
U. S:, Barris Reports 


Hollywood, March 21. 


Best place to see a new Hollywood 
picture is somewhere overseas, ac- 
cording to Harry Barris, back from | 
a 63,000-mile entertainment tour, 
during which he worked with Joe E. 
Brown, George Raft, Louise Albrit-| 
ton, June Clyde, Robert Bain and/| 
others in China, Burma, India,: 
Africa and Italy. 

Some of the films still new to, 
American audiences, Barris told the| 
Hollywood Victory Committee, have | 
been seen and enjoyed by the boys 
in jungle and desert camps all over | 


Visits of film personalities are 
like healing medicine to wounded | 
soldiers, Frank McHugh told the} 
Hollywood Victory Committee after | 
a two-week tour of Army hospitals | 
in Texas. Medical officers make you | 
feel that you are doing something 
necessary, and the entertaining part 
is a cinch. Half the time the boys) 
were entertaining me. Every actor 
and actress in Hollywood should try | 


RED CROSS FORMING 
NEW LEGIT DIVISION 


American Red Cross is forming a 
new division to answer the need for 
representation in the legit field along 
the lines of the radio and picture 
groups as industrial entitities. Gert- 
rude Lawrence and Marcus Heiman 
are co-chairmen of new division. 

The activities of legit people have 
never been coordmated and their 
contributions as an industry have 
never been credited as such. To rec- 
tify this, the Red Cross will credit 
contributions of all legit agencies, 
such aS managers, actors, directors, 
labor unions, Equity, etc., to the in- 
dustry as a whole. 

Even contributions made by legit 
actors engaged, also in pictures and 
radio, will be scored for the legit 
division as long as the actors are 
essentially legit actors. Each group 
will have its own chairman, now be- 
ing lined up via Miss Lawrence. 
Only sector chairman now set is Bert 
Lytell, for Equity. 


Denis Du-For Leaves 
USO to Stage Operas 


Chicago, March 21, 

Denis Du-For, for last two years 
field supervisor of the fifth, 
sixth and seventh service commands 
for USO Camps Shows, Inc., resigned 
this week to become producer for 
the Grand Rapids Municipal Opera 
Company starting April 1. 

Company plans a nine-week sea- 
son opening July 3. Will use the 
Ramona Park theatre with casts 


picked mostly from N. Y. | 


the world. 


zooka. The tanks had been partly 
disabled by bazookas earlier in the 
day. 

More From Hellyweod Called 

Hollywood, March 21, 

Dave Nowinson, radio scripter, 
Army. 

Bob Goodrich, orchestral trumpet- 
er, Army. 


Joe Coopersmith Tagged 
Joe Coopersmith, of the Eddie 
Sherman office, went down to Phila- 
delphia last week to get a passing 
mark in his pre-induction physical. 


George Diaas In 


George Dinas, Strand, N. Y., house 
manager, will be inducted in April. 

Texas Jim Robertson, cowboy 
radio singer, to Navy. 

Hy Carnow, member of pressbook 
department at Warners’ homeoffice, 
has received notice to report toe 
Navy, March 7. 

Lee Koken, manager of RKO’s 86th 
St. theatre, N. Y., to Army. 


Mulhall, Cahill Lt.-Cols. 


Jack Mulhall, former district man- 
ager for Warner circuit in Philadel- 
phia area, now in Italy, and Frank E. 
Cahill, Jr., circuit’s director of sound 
and projection, now in Washington 
with Signal Corps, have been pro- 
moted to lieutenant-colone!. 

Both took leaves from Warners’ to 
enter service. 


Penn Exhibs Tapped 


Pittsburgh, March 21. 

Ernest Leiberman, Barnesboro, 
Pa., exhib, Army. 

Bob Post, Blue network salesman, 
Army. 

Cornell Cooper, nitery m.c., Army, 

Les Hoyt, of KDKA auditing de- 
partment, Navy. ‘ 

Ray Allison, son of Ray Allison, 
indie circuit exhib, Army. 

Harold Berkebile, Vintondale ex- 
hib, Army. 

Saul Perilman, Monogram sales- 
man, Army. 


Milton Lefton, PRC _ salesman, 
Navy. 
Eddie Moriarty, M-G salesman, 
Navy. 


Don Harris,bandman, Army. 

Johnny Mayer, artist at Penn thea- 
tre, Army. 

Ken Martin, bandman, Navy. 

Harold Cohen, Mt. Pleasant theatre 
manager, Army. 

Homer Michaels, Southside theatre 
manager, Army. 

Bea Friedman, of RKO exchanges, 
WAVES. 


Frank Silverman, Col shipper, 
Navy. 
Ben Kirk, KDKA newscaster, 
Army. 


Harry Finley, manager Hollywood, 
in Johnstown, Army. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Mort Blumenstock. 
Irving Briskin. 
Katharine Brush. 
Dick Chevillat. 
Joan Davis. 
Sharon Douglas. 
Hans Dreier. 
Verna Felton. 
James R. Grainger. 
Jack Haley. 

Moss Hart. 

Susan Hayward. 
William Howard. 
Joe Hubbell. 

Ben Kalmenson. 
Dorothy Lamour. 
John Masterson. 
Tom McAvity. 

Dan Michalove. 
Norman Moray. 
Boris Morros, 
Irving Rapper. 

Sam Schneider. 
Sol Schwartz. 

Si Seadler. 

Sam _ Shain. 

Ray Singer. 

Mrs. George Skouras, 
Mrs. Spyres Skouras. 
Herman Starr. 
Dave Street. 
Donald Thornburgh. 
Si Wills. 


: N.Y. to L.A. 


Perry Como. 

Joe Frisco. 
Alfred Hitchcock. 
Barney Josephson. 
George Joy. 

Nat Karson. 

Carl Leserman. 
Michael Todd. 
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Kuykendall Meets With Tom Clark 


On Last Consent Decree Confab 


Washington, March 21. + 


and other officials of the organiza- 
tion, met with Tom Clark today 
(Tues.) in the last meeting which 
Clark plans to have with any inde- | 
pendent groups before making a final | 
decision. 

Kuykendall submitted a memoran- | 
dum in which it was stated that: | 
(1) the consent decree is not working | 
well and exhibitors are opposed to 
a new one; (2) if a new decree is | 
set, the length of the decree siall 
not be for more than three years or | 
six months after the war ends, | 
whichever is earlier; (3) there shall | 
be no circuit expansion and wider | 
arbitration; (4) exhibitors, not dis- | 
tributors, shall determine playdates | 
and designate the days of the week 
to be made available for product. | 

Clark said he is now actively con- | 

| 


Ed Kuykendall, MPTOA PreXY, | 
| 


sidering all proposals and hopes to 
make a decision within the next two 
or three weeks. He said, “Some im- 
pression prevails that we will seek | 
divercement. I don’t know that this 
will solve al! the problems. If we 
decide to move for divorcement we 
will also move to break up all cir- 
cuits. This refers to large independ- | 
ent groups such as Griffith, Crescent | 
and Schine as well.” 


COL’S 2-WEEK-PIC AT 
LOEW’S STATE, 1ST TIME 


For the first time, Loew’s State, | 
N.Y., key second-run theatre of the 
metropolitan N.Y. Loew circuit, has 
made a deal calling for a minimum 
of two weeks for a picture on a 
first-run basis. Film is Columbia's 
“None Shall Escape,” which comes | 
into the house April 6 (Easter week). | 

While this is a departure for the 
State, which is ordinarily second- 
run and changes shows weekly, the | 
“Escape” booking may provide a 
test for the State in direct compe- 
tion with other Broadway stageshow 
spots such as the Paramount and_ 
Strand. However, at the moment, 
there is no decision to throw the | 
State permanently into a first-run 
with holdovers, where justified, as at | 
Par and Strand. It has occasionally 
held over a sliow through the years 
but this has been a rarity regardless 
of gross. 

Impression prevails that with the 
bulk of business available to down- 
town N.Y. film theatres, the State, 
with its 3.450 capacity, might be in 
a position to directly compete with 
other first-runs, providing there is 
sufficient film product available 

House now and then during the 
past year has played some films first- 
run but never for morg than one 
week, 


Dismisses Suit Vs. WB 
On Percentage Check 


Suit seeking $15,000 damages for 
alleged breach of oral agreement 
was dismissed against Warners by 
Judge Francis G. Caffey last week 
in N. Y. federal court. Action was 
brought by Joseph R. Blaine. 

Blaine had charged that WB failed 
to abide by the agreement after he 
allegedly furnished the compan) 
with information showing it 
ing “defrauded and cheated” out ot 
its share in the earnings of the May- 
fair theatre, Newark. 


Granet for That Girl’ 


Hollywood, March 21. 
Bert Granet’s first production job 
under his new ticket at RKO will be. 
‘That Hunter Girl.” 


was De- 


Picture, based on a story by Nor- | 
man Krasna, will be directed by 
Richard Wallace. 


‘Curie’ Selling Flat Now 


Metro has reallocated “Madame 
Curie,” taking it off the percentage 
lists to be sold flat to accounts buy- 
Ing pictures ordinarily on that basis. | 

Greer Garson-Walter Pidgeon star- 
rer has already played a consider-_ 
able number of key dates. 


caught redhanded, an epidemic of the 


| they don’t know is that salvaging of 
| to be discussed at the annual meet- 
| ing of the National Film Carriers, to 


‘out letters to exhibitors served out 


| changes asking them not to expose 


co-starring | 
Laraine Day and Alan Marshall. 


Fight Films Foster Fight 


Los Angeles, March 21. 
Henry Sonenshine, owner of fight 
films, filed a $250,000 damage suit in 
Superior Court against Martin! 
Lewis and “John Doe” Lesser. | 
named as distributors of “Kings of | 


the Ring.” recently shown here and| 
in San Francisco. 

Suit is based on the use of scenes | 
from the Dempsey-Sharkey fight in| 
New York and the Dempsey-Tunney 
battle in Chicago, to which Sonen- 
shine claims ownership. 


Film Carriers Mulling 
Plans on How to Curb 
Epidemic of Thievery 


While not known, due to the fact 
that no culprits have as yet been) 


theft of film from theatres is prob- 
ably another quirk of juvenile delin- 
quents, in the opinion of Clint Weyer, 
secretary of the National Film 
Carriers, Inc., who headquarters in 
Philadelphia. 

Carelessness on the part of projec- 
tionists in leaving film cans in the 
lobby or inner main floor portions of 
theatres before the show is over, so 
that it will be ready for pickup by 
delivery services, is partly respon- 
sible for the large number of thefts, 
Weyer declared last week on visiting 
N. Y. He stated suggestion has been 
made to put labels in the film con- 
tainers warning about this careless- 
ness. Theory is that kid hoodlums 
are grabbing the cans in the thought 
they may be able to sell the film for 
Salvage purposes. However, what 


film now for the nitric acid it con- 
tains is no longer being done. 


Ways and means of curbing the 
practice of stealing film are expected 


be held in N. Y., May 14-15-16. 
Meantime, the organization has sent 


of Philadelphia and Washington ex- 


film to theft. 


PAR TOPPERS TO 0.0. | 
NEW PIX AT STUDIO 


Paramount homeoffice executives | 
and several leading theatre partners 
of the 
Hollywood next week to look over 
product coming off the assembly 
line, as well as huddle with Y. Frank 
Freeman, v.-p. over production, and | 
others on general matters, including 
current theatre operating problems. | 
According to Leonard H. Goldenson, 
v.-p. of Par over theatre operations, 
there is nothing 


company will convene in 


specific on the 


agenda. 

Homeoffice group in addition to 
Goldenson will include Barney 
Balaban, president; -Sam Dembow 
Jr.. and Leon Netter, vice-presid 
of Paramount T} tres Se ice (¢ p 

Partners going west for the ses- 
sions, which will probably last the 
greater part of a week, will include 

| Sam Pinanski, Boston; A. H. Blank, 
| Des Moines: John Balaban, Chicago; 
Bob Wilby. Atlanta; E. V. Richards, ! 


!New Orleans, and Karl Hoblitzelle 
'and Bob O'Donnell. Dallas. 


Cuts to 19 Reels 


Hollywood, March 21. 


David O. Selznick’s high budget 

| picture, “Since You Went Away.” 
will be released in 19 reels, with 
running time in excess of three 
hours. It was originally 26 reels, 


outfooting “Gone With the Wind” by 
nearly half an hour. However, Selz- 
nick whittled it down to 19 reels. 
Length of the picture will natur- 
ally confine it to single bill presen- 
tation. It will be released on the 


| same roadshow terms as “GWTW.” | 


| Office in Des 
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MANPOWER CRISIS PIC 


MAY Several Groups Talk Purchase 
W.&V. Circuit But No Deal Set So Far 


MORE 


Most severe drain on manpower so | 
far experienced faces the motion | 
picture industry during 1944. Bot- | 
tom of the manpower barrel in the | 
film business is likely to be reached | 
before the year is out, with all 


| David O. Selznick’s 


Damper Put on Selznick 


Hollywood, March 21. 


Reel 19 of the work print ..on | Walter Vincent. 
ou) 


“Since 


Profit of $500,000 over the purchase 
price originally paid for some 20 the- 
atres comprising the Wilmer & Vin- 
cent circuit in Pennsylvania and Vir- 
ginia, was recently turned down by 
Understood that 
Vincent entered negotiations with a 


phases of production (except inso- | Went Away” was ruined by water) group, including film distribution 


far as male stars, most of whom are 


and exhibition already feeling the. 
effects. The manpower situation in | 
distribution has already become) 
critical in most exchange areas. | 


Film business faces the loss of an | 
additional 10,000 men, according to. 
trade estimates, during 1944 to the, 
armed forces or war industries, as a| 
result of the intensification of the | 
draft of manpower for 
phases of the war effort. In all, more 
than 45,000 from the industry are ex- 
pected to be in service by the end) 
of the year. ‘Approximately 80.000. 
men from all branches of show busi- 
ness are currently in the armed) 


forces. 
Although the picture industry will 
lose the preponderantly greatest 


percentage of those called from. 
show biz, there is no indication of a 
shakeup of any importance in the | 
talent lists at the studios, since vir- | 
tually all of those eligible for service | 
are already out of the studios. 
Must Up Cosis 

Further manpower drain, however, | 
will result in continuation of current | 
high production costs and perhaps! 
an increase in costs, since greater 
inroads on labor and technical de- 
partments are likely. Higher costs 
are predicated not merely on tilted 
wage scales but on slowing up of | 
production due to frequent delays in| 
waiting for technicians and studio! 
labor not always. available on sched- | 
ule. Less experienced personnel, | 
which also results in a slower rate | 
of production, is another factor. 

Labor shortages in film labora- | 
tories, distribution and exhibition | 
are becoming more acute as result of | 
the call-up of pre-Pear! Harbor | 
fathers. While raw film stock ra-| 
tioning, which now appears likely to} 
be discontinued in the near future, | 
scarcely interfered with normal op- 
erations by either studios or distrib- | 
utors, an increased manpower short- | 
age in film kabs would interfere with 
print supplies. 

Exchanges 

A single exchange, Metro’s in 
Kansas City, has 15 men in the serv- 
ice. Metro’s Oklahoma office has 
iost ii, Daiias five, St. Louis three. 
Metro’s Denver office will have 100 


| in service by the end of this month, 


while there are four from the Metro 
Moines. Seven men 
from Metro's Detroit exchange have 
been drafted, with four more slated 
to go in shortly. Two from the 
Cleveland exchange and three from 
Philadelphia have been classified 
1-A. Four from the Philadelphia ex- 
change are already in. Out of the 
Atlanta, Memphis and New Orleans 
exchanges there are 29 in. service, 
with several .mecre scheduled to 
leave shortly. 


According to the latest figures 


compiled by 20th-Fox. including all 
ubsidiaries, there are now 3,326 em- 
ployee in the service, including 
r called last week, while 17 more 
have received notices to report’ fer 
examinations. Most of the latter are 


married. 


Meantime, officials of the War 
Production Board, the War and Navv 
Departments are considering needs 
of film labs and raw film manwfae- 


turers with a view ‘to easing the draft 


|of lab technicians which would cur- 
j tail production not only of regular 
|studio product but of 


films needed 


by the armed forces. Raw film stock 


| manufacturers, in particular, are af- 


fected. | 
Slight relief is foreseen, however, 
since Donald Nelson has already | 
pointed out that even in such a vital 
industry as steel production there | 
would be a reduction in output as a | 
result of the callup of manpower, 
Possibility is that an appeal 
made to the War Manpower Commis- 
sion to take men, out of raw film 
manufacturing plants gradually in- 


stead of suddenly during the next | 


two or three months. 


| from an automatic sprinkler, started | 
| , ; ; 
/already in the army, are concerned) | DY 4 small fire in a projection room | 


at the RKO-Pathe studio. 

Water also damaged much outgo- 
ing mail, including income tax re- 
turns of studio workers. 


Par’s Paula Seligman 


Stresses More Screen 


Originals Get Filmed 


Citing a marked trend toward 
originals, with figures showing that 
in 1940 61.8% of the pictures re- 
leased that year were based on orig- 
inal stories, while in 1941 it was 
63°, in 1942 73.2%, an overall in- 
crease over those years of 11.4% and 
that, pending final compilation of 
percentages, it will run higher for 
the 1943-44 season, Paula Seligman 
of Paramount's N. Y. Artists Book- 
ing Office has evolved a plan for an 
eastern ideas department. 

It has been submitted to Para- 
mount in detail and calls for the 
establishment of an adjunct to the 
east and western story departments, 
with the department specifically 
geared to the creation of ideas for 
original stories, which, in Miss Selig- 
man’s Opinion, would more than 
balance the lack of fiction now being 
created. Miss Seligman points out 
that a larger number of studio script 
writers than ever before are going 

into the producing-directing ranks, 
also that so many younger writers 
are being taken into the armed 
forces, and that the large number 
of authors turning out war literature 
and propaganda instead of fiction all 
combine to warrant a special depart- 
ment to work out ideas on which 
pictures might be based. 

Picking out Universal as an ex- 
ample of how originals are climbing, 
Miss Seligman notes the following: 

“Universal continues on its way, 


using original story material with | 
but few exceptions. Of the 55 pic- | 
| tures on its 1943-44 schedule, just a 


handful can be traced to a recog- 
nized source. Universal established 
a precedent by hiring a man whose 
soie purpose is to think up picwure 
titles and to get those that stick, to 


insure the most by way of publicity | 


on each picture. The studio is noted 
for its boxoffice successes based on 
titles of popular songs.” 


COL’S NET PROFIT, 26 


WKS., INCREASES 2056 


| not freezing production but is ad- 


Columbia Pictures net profit in- 
creased $205.000 in the first 26 weeks 


of company’s fiscal year ending last 
Dec. 25 as compared with corre- 
sponding period a year ago. Net 
profit for these first six months 
total d $955.000 as against $750,000 
shown for the 26 wecks ending Dec. 
26. 1942 Operating profit for the 


Watest 26-veek period amounted to 
$3.065,000 a with $2,350,- 


red 


fore estimated fed- 


000 a vear ago, b< 

eral taxes in both instances. 
Columbia set aside $2,110,000 as 

provision for federal income and 

exc profits taxes for the 26 week 


ending last Dec. 25, this represent- 
ing an increase of more than $500,000 
over the $1,600,000 written off in 
corresponding period a year ago. 

Company report aid not show its 
gross income. 


Drake Draws Oater Trio 


execs, asking $1,000,000 over the cur- 
rent value of the properties. 

This dicker followed negotiations 
with Warner Bros., which was in- 
terested in the chain, but could not 
see way clear to a deal following the 
Department of Justice refusal to 
okay the purchase of the Walter 
Reade circuit by Loew’s. 


Another group interested in the 
purchase of the W. & V. chain, head- 
ed by Harry E. Edington film pro- 
ducer and talent agent, has also 
talked a deal, from accounts, for 
the Wilmer estate’s interest in the 
circuit. 


Distribs’ Test 
Suit on % Cut 


Pittsburgh, March 21. 

Seven picture producers and dis- 
tributors filed civil] suits in Federal 
eourt here last week against Wil- 
liam Finkel, indie exhib, and the 
Carson Amus. Co., which operates 
two theatres in Pittsburgh. Com- 
plaints allege that Finkel, gen. man. 
of the houses, made misrepresenta- 
tions of gross boxoffice receipts on 
percentage pix. 

Each of the suits ask that Finkel 
be enjoined, pending an audit, from 
disposing of or altering in any way 
books, records and papers showing 
the take on % films licensed to the 
defendants. The plaintiffs also ask 
for exemplary and punitive dam- 
ages. In one of the seven actions, 
brought by 20th-Fox, H. Finkel, de- 
scribed as controlling the majority 
of stock of the amusement company, 
is named a defendant along with 
William Finkel and the company. 
The other plaintiffs are WB, Loew’s, 
RKO, Columbia, Universal and Par- 
amount, 


RAFTERY TELLS KORDA 


UA STOCK SALE PLANS 


Hollywood, March 21, 
Edward C. Raftery, here on rou- 
tine business as 


prexy of United 
Artists, declared Sir Alexander 
Korda’s stock has not been formally 


tendered to the company for sale. 


| Informally, he said, Korda has ex- 
| pressed his willingness to sell at a 


fair price, but has not entered into 
any negotiations. 
United Artists, the prexy stated, is 


hering to its old policy of accepting 


any high quality product. 


Scophony Televicion’s 


Additional Pix Pards? 


Scophony Corp. of America (tele- 


vision) directorate is slated to meet 
today (Wednesday) in attempt to ar- 
rive at some formula which would 
permit three additional major pic- 
ture companies to buy into Scophony, 
If satisfactory agreement car e 
made to the satisfaction of directors 
way’ would be left open for RKO, 


Warner Bros. and Metro to acquire 
Scophony stock. 

Arthur Levey, president, has taken 
the s‘and that his company’s tele- 
vision projectors and equipment 
should be made available post-war, 


| with certain stipulations, to theatres 


other than 20th-Fox and Paramount, 


| two major film companies now hav- 


Hollywood, March 21. 

Oliver Drake, associate producer 
his shooting slate “for the 1944-45 
program, starting with “Boss of | 
Boomtown,” to be directed by Lewis | 
Collins. 
Next two in order will be “Trail } 
to Gunsight” and “Rodeo Cyclone.” 


ing-a stake in Scophony. Some of 
directors thus far have opposed this. 


METRO’S CHAS. JACKSON 
Charles Jackson, author of “The 
Los* Weekend,” story of a drunk and 
a new bestseller, has been signed by 


| Metro 
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Collect Every Performance March 23-29! 


ex 


VARIETY | 
Wednesday, March 22, 1944 
| | 
| 
| 

| 
hi 
Hl 
at 

| 

| 
+ 

‘ | 
. 
| 

» | 

ter 
4 | 

a 


10 PICTURES 


VARIETY Wednesday, March 22, 1944 


Freon Lack for Cooling Systems 
May Force Some Theatres to Close». 


Unless patrons can be encouraged # 
to sweat it out, a large number of 
theatres. especially in the hotter 
southern, southwestern and midwest- 
ern areas, may be forced to close 
gown this. summer as result of inabil- 
itv to obtain any more freon hich 
powers the vast majority of cooling 
planis. This will also hold true for 
restaurants, night clubs and other | 


places throughout the country |dians. The trouble is brewing over while, many of the lone motorists| 


Complicating the situation Is the 
fact that engineers have found vari- 
ous: substitutes on the market such 
as methyl chloride to be dangerous 
and are advising against their use, 
not only because of the dangers in- 
volved but also because this and 
other substitutes have a tendency to 


eorrode the machinery. 

Last summer two serious explo- 
sions occurred as result of the use of 
methyl chloride, these being the Pea- 
body. Memphis. an independent op- 
eration, and the Highway, at Fair- 
lawn. N. J.. a Si Fabian theatre. In 
eddition to the possibility of fires and 
serious loss of life that may be 
caused by freon substitutes, pointed 
out by engineers that insurance 
problems are involved. Criminal 
negligence may also be proved. 

E. H. Ericsson. head of the Para- 
mount real estate department, has | 
warned all the company’s exchanges |} 
about the cooling problem and dan- 


ed in considerable litigation. 


H’wood Ride-Sharers Up 
Ranks As Gas Is Slashed 


Hollywood, March 21. 
Film studios have formed numer 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Danny Kaye's “Up in Arms” had residents and officials of Staten Island, 
N. Y., in a dither because of role Kaye plays in film, that of a hypochon- 
driac native of that borough. Borough President Joseph A. Palma, in a 
|letter to the Staten Island Advance, offers the comedian citizenship and a 
one-family house there, pointing out that only by living on the island 
can Kaye find that Palma makes no exaggerated claims about the state of 
: Dee: mental health of the natives, adding, “Only qualification, of course, is that 
morrow ‘Thurs.) in western states./ 17. kave come prepared with enough cash to close the deal.” Kaye's 


Det. Exhibs Win Point | 
Latest restrictions reduce A eoue answer, “I appreciate the offer, but must wait a while since my counter- 


In Fight Over Marquees ofr ne pon nal feit money printing press has broken down, and I find it impossible to get 
OOKS to ‘ 
Detroit. March 21. | Spare parts. 


» Industry's Recent verbal tussle made wires of the Associated Press and Interna- 
Looks like they might have to give | tee, sw amped with pleas for more tional News Service. 
gas, is studying plans to solve gd 


problem of production delays. Mean- | 


their employees to work, as a result 
of the cut in “A” and “B” gas ra- 
tioning which goes Into effect to- 


Detroit's main street back to the In- 


Film producer Harry Joe Brown follows film exee Jack Skirball into 
overed | Successful legit production ranks, assuming that the new John Golden 
'play, “I'll Be Seein’ You,” by George Seaton, the 20th-Fox scripter, lives 
up to its out-of-town reports. Brown is in on Golden's play, just as Skir- 
ball has clicked with the Theatre Guild's “Jacobowsky and the Colonel.” 
Seaton, like the Epstein writing twins (Philip and Julius), is on a sab- 
batical from Hollywood to do this play. The Epsteins, coincidentally, have 
ness and the stores, plaintiffs, tossed “Chicken Every Sunday” breaking in in Boston and, while slated for the 
this question before Circuit Judge Henry Miller theatre, N. Y., April 5, they may keep it out a couple of 


Bi ff | 
Arthur Webster: “Does the City of 10 Igures Nn extra weeks beyond Boston. Seaton’s play, meantime, is deemed so 


Detroit, the Federal Government or “ready” that its advent into the 48th St. theatre, on Broadway, may be 


the Indians own Woodward avenue?” e | hastened. 
ispute 
Leonard (now a major) Spigelgass has done what few writers, now in 


Plaintiffs seek to have declared in- 

valid a city ordinance, passed in 1931, 

and since amended by the Common the service, have been able to do, or probably, more specifically, found time 

Council, which controls advertising Hollywood, March 21. to do: that is, write an original for Hollywood. The Army encourages the 

signs and marquees on Woodward. Testimony about Willie Bioff and | idea, but somehow the many writers npw in the service find their official 
“There is nothing to show that|}a mysterious “little black bag” | quties too heavy. Spigelgass just sold an original, “No Place Like Home,” 

Woodward ever was dedicated by popped up at hearing of a petition of | 49 99th-Fox. 

any record to the City of Detroit,” | the Screen Actors Union for recog- seis 

Arthur J. Abbott told the court as |nition as the collective bargaining 

evidence the land might go alk the | agency for Class B members of the It seems likely that studios will no longer ask foi deferments or move 

way back to the Indians. Court now | Screen Actors Guild. Reference to| up pictures for male leads who are in 1A cr slated for that classification, 

has to brood over that joker—a pos- | Bioff was made by Mike Jeffers, | RKO’s plea for draft deferment in the ca se of Norris Goff, so that they 

sible stopper to enforcement of the secretary of SPU, before Board Ex- | could rush start of his new Lum and Abne film, was reported to have 

ordinance against marquees. ‘aminer Charles M. Ryan, who is | been rejected by the service board, which advised against any shooting 


the theatre, dancehall and_= store] living in distant areas not c¢ 
marquees that extend into Detroit's | by share-the-ride clubs, are setting 
their alarm clocks one hour earlier! 
to ride by bus and trolley. 


Woodward avenue, which has result- 


Attorneys for the amusement busi- 


gerous substitutes, with similar ad- —_—______ | 
vices probably going out to all the . 
company’s theatres. B k ’ | 

In a discussion relating to the Exchange ac rooms 
sensible uses of refrigerants under | 
the emergency now confronting the 
industry, A. C. Buensod and R. W. 
Watertill reported the following, in 
part, to the Society of Motion Picture 
Envineers: Because many exchange employees 

“We feel it would be much better | Tesent being called “backroom” 
to advise the owner of a comfort | Workers, the Film Exchange Em- 
cooling system, especially in a the- | Ployees Union may try to get away 
atre or a place of public assemblage, | f'om the “B” classification that goes 
that unless he can obtain a safe re- | With the numerals which denote the 
frigerant- as now permitted in the | various locals of the national organi- | 
ASA code (and, of course, if permit- | Zation. They claim it isn’t fair for 
ted under the Municipal Code inj them to be referred to as “back- 
eflect), and that unless all the pre- | room” aides, and even don’t want! 
cautions in these codes can be ad-| to be classified as shippving-room| 
hered to strictly, he would be better | Workers. They cite their importance 


Resent ‘B’ Classification; 
Cite Their Importance 


conducting the hearing for the Na- | plans, 


tional Labor Relations Board. 

Cross - examined by William | 
Berger, SAG counsel, who was try- | 
ing to make the witnéss admit that 
the Guild had “carried on the fight 
against Bioff.’ Jeffers testified: 

“Yes, the Guild carried on the 
fight, and then it made friends again 
with Bioff. On the night England | 
declared war against Germany, Ken- 
neth Thomson, executive secretary; | 


Jack Foxe of Loew's Columbia, Washington, with a percentage of .342 
was the “Lucky Hundred” winner in this area. Prize was a trip to Wash- 
ington, which will be no novelty for the F street manager. Foxe was re- 
cently married and it is suggested that the winner be given a sum of 
money equal to the prize and let him take a honeymoon trip. 


Mervyn Houser, from Paramount's Coast studio, is in Washington to 


| handle the first screening of “The Story of Dr. Wassell.” It will be given 


for the Navy League at Constitution Hall, with the $25,000 receipts going 


Ralph Morgan, president, and. Red| to the Red Cross. Cecil B. De Mille, Gary Cooper and Dr. Wassell will 
Burger, Guild official, took a little! attend the premiere. 


black bag up to Bioff’s ranch.” 
Questioned. further, Jeffers ad- | 
mitted that his knowledge of the in- | 
cident was second-hand, and_ that 
he had heard it from Walter Abel, | 
v.p. of the Guild in 1939. 
Thomson. who recently resigned 


off without any refrigerating effect | exceeds the comparatively insig- | from the Guild, laughed when he 


and to depend on his ventifation by | ™ficance attached to them. 
circulating outdoor air.” | Lou Johnson, president of B-51, 
——— | Film Exchange Employees Union of 
| N. Y., who is head shipper for Metro 
HABITUAL THEATRE B (0 and wants the trade to refer to the 
* *®* backrooms as “service departments.” 
BANDIT NAILED AGAIN. cites that when the International Al- 
| liance of Theatrical Stage Employees 
Pittsburgh, March 21. | organized these employees, it put 

Robert Plies, 30, the dapper ban- | 


“B’s ahead of the local numbers 
Git. who terrorized theatre cashiers | Since other locals already had just 
here five years ago and served two| Plain 51, 52, 53, ete. At the same 
years of a 5-to-10-year sentence in! time. however, when front-office 
Western Penitentiary, was jailed} Workers were organized, it put “F” 
again last week, charged with hold- |!" front of their local designations. 
ing up the cashier of the Harris- | 4S result, according to Johnson, the 
Liberty theatre in East Liberty andj !™Pression has grown that “B” stood 
escaping with $40 in cash. Detec-| for backrooms, as, however, they are 
tives nabbed him in a neighborhood | S€nerally called, and “F” stood for 
saloon. front-office. 


As in so many crime cases lately, | ns 


recarued tovhis old hne ot wert.” | TOUGH N. Y. FIRE LAWS 
MAY FORCE TEST SUIT 


returned to his old line of work. 


| 
U Lot Crowded With 7 | 


3 1 } 
I roductions Rolling live up to the N.Y. Fire Department's 
Hollywood, March 21. stringent order that instead of once 
Seven productions will crowd the weekly, as in the past, N.Y. ex- 
Universal lot this week. with two | changes must get rid of scrap and 


the cameras. Newies are “Song of | may rely on a test case and a pos- 

the Plains” and “Merrily We Sing,” ! sible appeal as a solution. 

b ~~ oe musical side. | Severe order came through on 
Still in work from earlier starts} March 10 and fire inspectors since 

sre ‘“T} th atchers “Moiird | 

are Ghost Catchers, Murder then have been checking up to see 

in the Blue Room,” “Dead Man’s| what is being done about it. Since 

Eyas, Great Alaskan Mystery” and! nothing has been done, summonses 
Climax. are likely to be issued at any minute, 

aetna it is believed, opening the way fo1 

a test Case. 
$640,000 for a Laugh go have 30 
; Gays from the March 10 date to ap- 

Hollywood. March agai: +1, lat 
peal against the regulation. They 
ext producer chore for Walter! +h +] 

ot did this recently when the N. Y. 

ng a reen ex Fire Dept. ruled against use by 

thine ¢ $64 questionnaire, Eastman of cardboard boxes as film 
“Anyvthin or augh.”’ 
rag " & for a Li ugh. containers, winning on the appeal. 
story, written by Irving Wallace : 

IS about a wealthy sourpuss who of- 


fers $640,000 to anybody who can J if ’ L 
him cut loose with an abdomi- ennlier oan to 20th 
Nal guffaw. } 


Unable to determine on how to! 


|heard about the “little black bag.’ 


He said: “It contained a portable 
| typewriter, used to type an agree- 
|ment whereby Bioff would stop in- 
terfering in the affairs of the actors’ 
unions. We did not make friends 
with Bioff then, or at any other 
| time.” 

Previously Jeffers charged that 
the Guild wa. “fascistic, dictatorial. 
and associated itself with racketeers.” 

Hearing will confinue several days 
more, 


‘TODD SELLS ‘CABBAGES’ 


| 


FOR A PILE OF LETTUCE 


| Hollywood, March 21. 

| Mike Todd sold his musical, “Cab- 
| bages and Kings.” to Metro at a price 
quoted at $100,000. 

| With Todd going into the Navy, it 
is doubtful if the play will be staged 
on Broadway. as originally intended. 


3-Man WLB Panel Sits On 


St. L. Grips’ 15% Demands. 


starters added to five already before! junk film twice daily, distributors | 


St. Louis, March 21. 
A three-man WLB panel behind 
| doors shuttered to the press and 
| public, besan a hearing last week 
‘on the demand of Stagehands’ Union 
Local No. 6 for a 15° wage hike 


over the current $75 per week scale, 
and the hearing will be continued 
after today’s session. Among some 
of the reasons to be presented by 


the exhibs in contesting the demand 


are tnat the grippers are unneces-! 


Sary in that no flicker houses pres- 
ent stage shows: and do no main- 
tenance work: hence the demand is 
exhorbitant and that the scale in the 
St. Louis area is much higher than 
in several other cities. 

The exhibs are presenting testi- 


mony that 66 grips are employed in| favors, and then ship them on to the 
41 houses and none in 63 others in| Coast so that all the Metro flmusi- 


St. Louis and St. Louis County thus 
creating an inequitable situation. 


Anna Lee relinquished her proposed role as femme lead in “Abroad 
With Two Yanks” through an amicable agreement with Edward Small, 
producer, Actress made the deal by phone when she was in Las Vegas 
but, after reading the script, convinced Small that she was not the type 
for the part. 

Moss Hart is in Washington to give the goldhats a critical gander at the 
'screen script of “Winged Victory.” When the official toppers okay the 
screenplay, Hart will return to 20th-Fox studios to prepare for shooting 
on the spring schedule. 


Universal's “Follow the Boys” and Dave Wolper’s forthcoming legit 
musical, “Follow the Girls,” are coincidental titles, 


+ 


Metro to Buy ground. 


Continued from page 1 eee The more hits from a picture the 
| more b...-potent that picture be- 
| “Holiday for Strings,” if Leeds has a | comes. argue the Metro executives. 
“Shoo-Shoo-Baby,” if Shapiro-Bern- | Furthermore, by culling from out- 
stein has its galaxy of constant hits, | side writers it gives Metro the great- 
there’s no reason, argues Raphael— | est variety of material. 
seconded by the Metro studio top- | 
|pers—why the Culver City plant 
| chouldn’t benefit therefrom. None of 
these firms has a restricted filin stu- 
dio alliance, and that goes for many | 
another music publisher. 
40-60% Non-Pix | listening to a given program at a 
Raphael has analyzed that 40% to given time. The new survey is being 
60° of the top songs—both as sell- | Mace at the - instance of several of 
ers, and as widely plugged tunes the outfit’s present clients, chiefly 
lare non-Hollywood affiliates. This | P!* concerns, who are interested in 
; | the use of radio in the plugging of 


! 
theatre and radio (WHN)  back- 
| 


= 


Gallup Poll 


Continued from page 1 =! 


| must mean only one thing: the pic- | * 

ture companies, whether it’s Metro | films, 

| or anybody else, don’t create enough! New system is designed to answer 
| songhits for their own useage, via | the question of which performer at- 
their own companies. tracts what segment of audience. 


Results of survey will be utilized for 
comparison with the film market and 
' will enable those who are attempt- 
ing to plug a picture to determine 
}what time to air such plugs and 
what form the plug shall take at that 


Metro tried spotting all its tunes | 
into the Feist catalog, with Harry 
Link as specia] exec. Jack Robbins 
segues some of the 20th-Fox tunes 
into his firm, or to Miller. And, of 
course, Robbins’ trio of firms (be- 4 

articular time. AS latters Now 
@ause, after all, he’s the directing 

Sle a picture cOmpany may ug 
head, on behalf of the Loew-Metro | ~. 
| picture on the air and get satisfac- 

organization) will continue to serv-|¢ 
tory results, but when they plug 
ice its affiliated picture company to} ,, : 

i= their next production at the same 
the fullest extent. But, concur | 

,,_,,; time in the same way, the second 
Mayer. Sidney, et al., that shouldn't 
top Raphael from furtherir his | CAmPaign flops. This may be due, 
sto é 1ae ( S | sq 

O} = 8 it’s pointed out, to the fact that the 

first film appealed to a male audience 

In short, Raphael will record 

likely cones ‘he and the air plugs ran after a sports 

B | program, while the second picture 
| appealed to the femmes and a plug 
j at the same time would be ineffec- 
tive. 


cal producers and music dept. execs 


Though the survey is prompted by 


T audition the most likely new 
aa eee Encored for aura op Russell Hardy. former asst. U. S. at-| tunes. These will be pares Bro 


/picture interests, radio circles are 
| torney-general, D. C., is representing; into more and more filmusicals. ac- 


Goldwyn Aides West Hollywood, March 21, 

James Mulvey, Samuel Goldwyn’s David ©. Selznick is loaning Jen- 
general representative. Sylvan Oest- | Miler Jones again to’ 20th-Fox, where 
reicher and Harry Archinal are now ; She won the Academy Award for her 
one the Coast to huddle with | Work in “Song of Bernadette.” This 
Goldwyn, time it will be the top spot in 

Oestreicher is a member of O]-| “Laura.” 
vaney, Eisner & Donnelly, ditoment Picture will be directed by Rou- 
for the Goldwyn company. Archinal | ben Mamoulian, Otto Preminger pro- | 
is N. Y. office manager for Goldwyn. ducing. | 


the exhibs. while former Circuit} 
Judge Harry GC. Barker is counsel | 


(for the grippers. The panel is made/capist films, as the war progresses. | 


up of Ross M. Bristol, the WLB 
man: K. A. Schrader, representing 


,industry, and George D. Farris rep-| 
resenting labor. 


Bristol said the 


barring order was made by the WLB 
in Kansas City to which the panel 
will make its recommendation, 


keenly interested since any survey 
|of this nature which sheds light on 
radio audiences is easily adaptable 
for use in programming. The sur- 
_vey would answer the question as to 
program appeals to males and 
Lou Sidney will be the Coast stu-| at what age group and what income 
dio head in charge of handling this bracket, all grist for the program- 
phase, in view of his general over-/| planning mill. Expected that the 
all knowledge of every phase of survey will be completed within next 
show business, including his past: fey weeks, , 


cording to present indications. 
There's a feeling that a cycle of es- 


and postwar, will enlist more and 


| 
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Of All Houses Sold By N. Y. Branches 
207, Are Now Part of Booking Combos 


Gaining strong foothold in re-+ 


cent years in various parts of the 
country, especially since decree sell- 
ing went into effect in 1940 and terms 
skyrocketed, booking combinations 
stand to play a very dominant role 
in future dealings with distributors, 
in the opinion of leaders in this field 
and other sources, Even a new de- 
cree which may restrict exhibitors 
on arbitration will not stop booking 
associations from increasing in size 
and power in the face of buying 
benefits that may be realized, it is 
assured. 

A survey of buying groups in N.Y. 
which make deals for independent 
exhibs taking product through the 
N. Y. exchanges of the distributors 
shows that, with several recent addi- 
tions, a total of 187 theatres are now 
hooked up with four different com- 
bination outfits. This is close to 20°; 
of the total number of theatres, af- 
filiated and independent, which are 
served out of the N. Y. branches. It’s 
only around 15° of the total sales 
possibilities for the average N. Y. 
exchange. 

With recent additions to the rolls, 
a compilation shows that the Brandt 
circuit now buys for 115 theatres in 
the comparatively large area sold by 
the N. Y. exchanges. The Island 
Theatre circuit has jumped its buy- 
ing group to 40, including the Mine- 
ola, Mineola, L. I.; Westbury, West- 
bury, L. L, and the Highland, High- 
land, N. Y., new additions for it. 
Frank Moscato, head of Island, re- 
cently brought in Jules E. (Sonny) 
Liggett. formerly in distribution 
with Universal, as his buying-book- 
ing manager. 

Associated Theatres of N. J., whose 
buyer-booker is Jack Meltzer, also 
formerly in distribution, has 20 the- 
atres, all in New Jersey, on its books. 


while the Stiefel circuit has added | 


three houses to its list, to bring it up 
to an even dozen. Headed by Sam- 
uel Stiefel, this booking organization 


| 
| 


has as new additions the Inwood, | 


Forest Hills, L. I., and the Graham 
and Nassau, both in Brooklyn. It also 
buys for certain N. Y. City houses, a 
couple upstate and two in New Jer- 
Bey. 


CROSBY FILM BOUND 
OVER TO NEXT SEASON 


“Going My Way,” Bing Crosby 
starrer, which was tradeshown in 
February and scheduled for sale as 
part of a new block of five features. 
has been withdrawn and probably 
will be held over until the beginning 
of the coming season (1944-45), with 
merchandising plafs to be set up 
given pre-release dates in August. 

This step reduces the new block 
to four pictures, including “The 


Hitler Gang,” originally not a part | 


of the group, which is being trade- 
shown Friday (24). 


Rodgers Awards Bonds, 


Pins at M-G Chi Meet 


Chicago, March 21. 
Winding up the five-day Metro 
business conference at the Black- 
stone Hotel last week, William F. 
Rodgers, v.p. and general sales man- 


ager, awarded $1,000 bonds to Sam| 


Shirley, midwest district manager: 
John Allen, Washington branch man- 
ger and Leroy Bickle, Dallas man- 
ager, for their winning suggestions 
in connection with the company’s ac- 
tivities. 

Special pins with 
them, in recognition for 20 years or 
more service with the company, 


were given to 23 branch and district | 


managers. Recipients were Lou Am- 
acher, W. E. “Doc” Banford. R. 
Berger, Leroy Bickle. Jack Bowen. 
James Briant, Frank Downey, Henry 
Friedel, Foster Gauker, Maury Gold- 
Stein, Frank Hensler, George Hickey, 
Lou Ingram, Jack Kemptgen, Charle 
Kessnich. Clayton Lynch, Ralph Pie- 
low, Sam Shirley, Frank Willingham, 
L. C. Wingham, M. N. Wolf, Bob 
Workman and William Zoellner. 
Similar pins with one star, denoting 
10 years or more of service, were 
presented to’ Ben Abner, Burtus 
Bishop, Jr., E. C. Booth, J. P. Byrne, 
Tom Donaldson, Sam Gardner, Jack 
Kennedy, Ralph Maw, Jack Reville, 
Herman Ripps, Ben 


Loew's $12,410,380 In 
Bonds Via Its Theatres 


Loew’s theatre circuit reports sale 
of close to 200,000 “E bonds, valued 
at $12,410,380, in Loew houses during 
the Fourth War Loan campaign. Ad- 
ditional purchases by employees and 
executives brought the Loew total to 


$25,214,605. Loew’s, Ine., bought 
$9,590,000 worth of bonds. while 
employees and executives bought 


$3,214,375. 

C. C. Moskowitz and J. R. Vogel, 
Loew’s theatres operating executives, 
commended the “patriotic, hard- 
working theatre managers and their 
staffs.” 

According to the Loew accounting 
department report, the circuit aver- 
aged sales in excess of 1,100 “E” 
bonds per theatre. 


Philly Exchanges Told 
‘Locally Essential’ No 
Guarantee on Draft 


Washington, March 21. 

“locally essential’ classifica- 
tion set up for exchange workers in 
the Philadelphia area by the War 
Manpower Commission should not be 
accepted as any sort of guarantee 
of draft exemption, Selective Service 
officials warn here. 

Irrespective of any local classifica- 
tion—picture people are planning to 
get the “locally essential” status ex- 
panded to other parts of the coun- 
try—the draft boards intend to go 
out after virtually all men under 26 
and many over that age. Fact is 
that since Congress divorced Selec- 
tive Service from WMC, the two 
agencies have been growing steadily 
apart, and the draft organization 


| will not let WMC stand in the way 
|of getting men for the armed serv- 


| 
| 


\for Bob 
two stars 


| 


‘DE SYLVA MULLING KAYE 


Rosenwald, | 


Harry Shumow, Jack Sogg, Morris. 


Saffle and Ralph Stoner. 


J. E. Flynn, western sales manager is in “Maisie Goes to Reno” at 
and host to the delegates, was given| Metro, as male lead opposite Ann 
a gold master key, by Rodgers, in-| Sothern. 


Scribed as the the open sesame to 
every MGM door in the world. 


ices. 

The 543 men covered by _ the 
“locally essential” status in the 
Philadelphia area will have just 


about the same draft status as they 
had before the order. However, 
there will be two advantages for the 
exchanges. 

The classification means that WMC 
will not move men out of the ex- 
changes into more essential indus- 
tries and the exchanges will be able 
to get manpower to fill vacancies 
through the U. S. Employment 
Service. 

Concern over the manpower sit- 
uation for the raw film manufac- 
turers resulted in a pow-wow here 
last Thursday (16) and Friday, to 
see what could be done to give some 
draft protection tg the workers. 
Nothing definite was decided or 
promised at the session which was | 
attended by reps. of the Army, Navy, | 


WPB, WMC, Selective Service and | 


the raw stock people. | 


DEAL FOR PAR ‘4-F’ PIC 


Hollywood, March 21. 
B. G. DeSylva is cooking up a deal | 
for the services of Danny Kaye as | 
tepper in the ferthcoming Para- | 
mount production, “Ready, Willing | 
and 4-F.” once meant as a starrer | 
Hope. Understcod Kaye | 
one-picture-per-year contract 
Samuel Goldwyn, permitting 
to make outside films. 
E. D. Leshin wil produce “Ready,” 
with Robert Lees and Fred Rinaldo 
doing the screenplay. 


has a 
with 


him 


K-A-O’s Regular Divvy 


Keith - Albee - Orpheum directors 
declared regular quarterly dividend 


last week. 

Divvy is payable April 1 to stock- 
holders on record, March 27. Pay- | 
ment being made out of operating 
surplus to cover quarter ending next 
March 31. 


HODIAK GETS ‘MAISIE’ 


Hollywood, March 21. 
Next assignment for John Hodiak 


Harry Beaumont directs and 


George Haight produces. 


INDIE PRODUCER BUYS 


‘THE SHADOW’ FOR FILMS, 


Hollywood, March 21. 

Film rights to the radio mystery 
Serial, “The Shadow,” were bought 
by A. W. Hackel, through the Wil- 
liam Morris agency. 

Contract calls for three produc- 
tions per year, with a five-year op- 
tion, at $5,000 per picture. 


M-G British Pic, Which 
Some Exhibs Cancelled, 
May Be a Legal Defense 


Exhibitors who bought “The Stars 
Look Down,’ English-made from 
Metro during the 1941-42 season and 


died with it or exercised cancella- 
tion privileges then accorded ac- 
counts by skipping this one as 


doubtful, are expected to provide a 
formidable defense, according to in- 
side, in the unique suit brought 
against Metro claiming it failed to do 
a good job selling the film. 

Action, filed first by the Grafton 
Film Co. of England, producers of 
the picture in N. Y. supreme court 
but dismissed, and now pending in 
N. Y. federal court, is based upon 
allegations that “Stars.” under a deal 
calling for a percentage of profits to 
Grafton, was not marketed to the 
full ability of Metro. 

“Stars Look Down” was produced 
from a book by A. J. Cronin, whose 
“Citadel” Metro also distributed in 
this country. “Stars” was released 
by Metro in the summer of 1941 and 
had its first-run on Broadway at the 
Criterion. 

The purchase by Metro last week 
of screen rights to a forthcoming 
Cronin novel, “The Green Years.” 
for $200,000, has no connection with 
the Grafton suit in which Dr. Cronin 
himself is in no way involved. 


’ 
Plunkett’s ‘Italy’ Pic 
Joe Plunkett has obtained U. S. 

rights to “What Price Italy?” built 
around material shot in Italy, and 
will release it March 27. 


Feature purports to show what it | 


cost the Italians to have joined the 
Axis. 


| Legit for Army 


Continued from page 1 


ble in the past not for warmth, but 
rather for impersonality. 

Important as the film is in visual 
education, because of its uniformity 
and its universality, it has one seri- 
ous defect in relation to the fast- 
moving warfare of today: its lack of 
flexibility. A film is finished after 
a great expenditure of time and 
money, particularly of time. 
is a possibility that when it is shown 
to the troops it is intended to help 
train, events and new discoveries 
will have dated it, and nothing short 


of a new film on the subject will suf- 


fice. Obviously enough, factors even 
in today’s war remain constant to 
insure a tremendous value for the 
training film, but some method had 
to be devised to take up the time 
lag in instances where this lag might 
impair the usefulness of the instruc- 
tional material. 

To do this, training authorities in 
one American camp, which for mili- 
tary reasons shall be nameless, de- 
liberately created a small, yet self- 
sufficient, theatrical company. made 
up exclusively of professionals of 
varied talents and _ backgrounds, 
whose tunction I[t is to use the stage 


There | 


Producers Go to Bat With LA Locals 


Separately After 


Settling Some 


Points Jointly But Rejecting Others 


By ROY CHARTIER 


Reaching accord on some general 
points but rejecting certain demands, 
studio negotiating committee Mon- 
day (20) began meetings separately 
with IATSE locals, numbering 11, 
with deals to be set up individually 
with the locals rather than on a joint 
basis, since such matters as scale 
and conditions are certain to vary. 
There has as yet been no indication 
as to what increases in scale will be 
sought by the IA locals, though an- 
ticipated that each of them will want 
to be brought to the “Little Steel” 


total of 15% more than earned Jan. 1, 
1942, as was done through granting 
a 5% boost last week to six other in- 
ternationals. 

When complete details are set up 
with each of the 11 IA locals, they 


| will be forwarded to the War Labor 


Board for approval, but understood 
that if the WLB modifies any of the 
terms or conditions, the modified 
agreements must be respected by 
both sides. It was also agreed that 
in the event the WLB should go out 
of existence, then studios would re- 
vert, as of date WLB ceases to func- 
tion, to any original terms or condi- 
tions which the WLB had changed. 
Studio group agreed that when an 
IA employee is hired, he must be 
told what his classification will be 
instead of leaving that to later de- 
cision. 
periods, setting time an 
goes to work. Since there was no 
agreement on this provision, it will 
probably be taken up individually 
with the IA locals. However, as with 
six other internationals under basic 


agreement, a six-day week will pre- | 


vail except on distant location work. 


with studios to designate the day off. | 


Golden Time Concession 


A concession was also granted the 
IA with respect to so-called “golden 
time,” which formerly started after 
16 hours of consecutive work but un- 


| der the new deal will be reduced to 


| When a 


14. On distant 


location, however, 
golden time will not start until after 
16 hours as at present. Where an 
employee is obliged to ride or travel 


by truck on near location work he | 


is to be allowed 25c an hour in addi- 
tion to a minimum of one hour’s pay 
going and returning regardless of 
time consumed. 

Vacations with pay, computed on 
minimum call, agreed upon 
on same basis as for other interna- 
tionals excepting American Federa- 
tion of Musicians, with which nego- 
tiations will come later, being one 
day for more than 20 hours, two days 
for over 40 and up to maximum of 12 
when over 240 hours have been put 
in. For daily employees pay will be 
based on minimum call at straight 
time, while for weekly workers each 
day's vacation will be equivalent of 
one-sixth of the weekly salary. 
Sunday occurs during the 


| vacation period, such Sunday shall 


as a teaching medium. Some of these | 


professionals hanpened to be _ in 
camp already when the group was 


| wood experience, a director and set 
| of $1.75 per share on its 


designer of international reputation, 
a writer who has worked in theatre 
and films, and a university drama 
instructor who has also directed one 
of the country’s leading community 
playhouses. Suddenly thrown to- 
gether, these theatre people quickly 
learned to integrate their talents, 
with a minimum of temperament, 
and with a full 
portance of their function, so that 
actors whose former salaries hit four 
figures think nothing of shifting 


formed: others were asked for, with 
care exercised to gather a group 
| capable of assuming any of the thea- 
tre’s assorted duties as necessity 
, arose. 

Heading the group are a captain, 
'a former Broadway actor, and a lieu- 
ltenant, a former radio announce! 

and newscaste} Enlisted personnel 
include five membei of Actors | 
Equity with Broadway and Holly- | 


|} one working after 8 p.m. 


regard for the im- | 


| 
| 


not be considered as a vacation day 
IA had asked that vacation allow- 
ances be based on hours worked dur- 
ing 1943, but this was rejected, being 
retroactive only to Jan. 1 last, when 
the old contract expired. ‘No vaca- 
tion time due will be paid as a bonus. 
The time must be taken off. 


Demands for sick leave were re- 
jected, also the provision which 
sought to have holiday time start at 
6 p.m. instead of fro 12 midnight 
to the following midnight as at pres- 
ent. The IA also battled for triple 
time on holidays instead of the time- 
and-a-half for some employees and 
double time for others. Additional]: 
IA group wanted a half day off fo 
its members on election day but at 
pay of two hours, which was turned 
down. 


Questions of penalty time for night 
work remains to be taken up indi- 
vidually with the IA locals. some of 
which appear to be satisfied with be- 
ginning of the 
called in after 8 p.m., while 
want it regardless of when the em- 
ployee starts work. Under 
ment with other internationals, any- 
gets time- 
and-a-half. Numerous IA conditions 
relating to employment considered 
hazardous also remains to be dis- 
cussed separately with this interna- 


4} 
overs 


agree- 


scenery or playing bit parts as the | tional’s local unions, 


oceasion demands. And _ directors 
paint scenery, gather props and run 
the switchboard. 


IA won point Friday afternoon 
(17) when film companies agreed to 
set up some kind of machinery for 


IA sought to designate work | 
employee | 


for IA! 


graveyard shift if | 


the adjustment of complaints and 

grievances but not indicated what 

shape such machinery will take. 
Television 


With respect to the question of jur- 
isdiction over television which in- 
| volves a tussle between the IA and 
| International Brotherhood of Elec- 
| trical Workers, company representa- 
tives flatly refused to discuss the 
matter, taking the position this was 
something for the IA and IBEW 
themselves to settle. 


In addition to vacation schedules, 
various provisions incorporated in 
the agreement reached during the 
past week with the Carpenters, 
IBEW, Plasterers, Culinary Workers, 
Teamsters and Laborers, also will 
apply to the IA. This includes defi- 
nition of studio zone, which shall be 
area within a circle of six miles in 
radius from Fifth and Rossmore 
streets, Los Angeles, but with the 
Columbia ranch in Burbank and the 
Republic studio in North Holly- 
wood to be considered within the 
zone. Studio rates and working con- 
ditions shall prevail for all work 
performed within the studio zone. If 
required by the producer, work time 
shall begin and end at the zone loca- 
tion for newly called employees and 
for those notified on the previous 
day prior to their departure from 
the studio. Otherwise work time 
shall begin and end at the studio, 
such work time to include travel 
time both ways between the studio 
and the zone location. 


When the zone location cannot be 
reached by common carrier, the stu- 
must furnish transportation or 
allow mileage of 10c per man per 
mile, computed to and from the stue 
dio and zone location. Travel time 
to and from RKO, Warner, Para- 
| mount ranches shall be considered 
work time, computed as .5 hour for 
RKO, .7 for Warners, 
Paramount. 


Nearby locations are defined as 
those outside of studio zone on which 
employees are not lodged overnight 
but return to the studio or home at 
the end of the work day, with travel 
| time to and from locations consid- 
ered work time. Producers, how- 
lever, must furnish transportation to 
and from such locations. 

Meal Period Provisions 

Meal periods for so-called “on” 
/production employees, deductible 
from work time, shall be no less than 
half hour nor more than one hour, 
but no more than one meal period 
shall be deducted from work time 
during a minimum call. First meal 
period shall be called not later than 
six hours after reporting for work, 
ithe second within the next six hours, 
} However, W 
ployee’s day’s work, or overlapping 
shift, the last meal interval may be 
extended one-half hour without pen- 
alty. The penalty for delayed meals 
shall be straight time allowance at 
| the scheduled weekday hourly rate 

for the length of the delay, with the 

minimum allowance one-half hour. 
| Minimum guarantee of work after 
each meal shall be one hour, except 
that this does not apply to a mid- 
night meal if the employee is dis- 
missed prior to the meal. Midnight 
meals are to be furnished by the 
producer to all employees assigned 
to production units. When the pro- 
ducer furnishes meals to a shooting 


at 
hen computing ine €im- 


unit, where meal facilities are lack- 
ing, and an off-production crew 1s 
working on the same site at the same 
time, the studio likewise will furnish 

meals to the off-production cre 
Also, time must be taken out fol 

were de ed a ha 
mor ) no trouble enco tered 
such as with the AFM and the 
IATSE. Representing the interna- 
tionals were W. L. Hutchinson, presi- 
dent of the Carpenters; Ed Floreys, 
| president of the Culinary Workers; 


|Ed Brown, president of the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers; M. Martin Rooney, presi- 
of the Plasterers: David Beck, 
v.p. of Teamsters, and Joe Marshall, 
v.p. of the Laborers, plus numerous 
union aides. 


dent 


With respect to studio-wide group 
insurance, also asked for by the AFM 
and IA, but over which it is feared 
difficulties are involved, the studio 
negotiating committee agreed that 
the situation will be taken under 
| study to see what can be worked out, 


full hour for 


ij 


| 
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12 LARIETY Wednesday, March 22, 1944 


Inthe groove with 


“A GUY NAMED JOE”! * 


3 


Out of this world with 
“THE HEAVENLY A 


BODY”! 
As 
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Wednesday, March 22, 1944 RIET wi i) 


Stepping out with | i 
“SEE HERE, PRIVATE HH} 
HARGROVE”! 


Flying right with Riding high 1 
“RATIONING”! 


(3 
3 


And NON-STOP with | 
LEO, THE LION! 


“Red Cross Drive! Collect Every Performance 
Every Day. March 23rd Through March 29th.” 
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PICTURE GROSSES 
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Wednesday, March 22, 1944 


L.A. Still Forte; ‘Guy Joe’ Ternif 
$71,500, 4 Spots, Passage’ Bangup 
4446, ‘Lodger’ 286, Both in 3, H.0.s 


Los Angeles, March 21. 4 


With holdovers in all except three 
of 19 firstruns and moveovers here 
currently, town’s top newcomer 1s 
“Guy Named Joe,” which is piling up 
e@ record total in four houses. Looks 
like colossal $71.500, which js top 
business for these West Coast ace 
gay-daters. “Passage to Marseille is 
holding up to bangup $44,500 in sec- 
ond week in three theatres, after 
great upsurge in initial stanza that 
shot up total to nearly $70,000 over 
yriginal estimates. 
In Arms” is heading for solid 
$39.000 in its third week in two 
spots, and stays a fourth. Registered 
two great sessions ahead. “Lady in 
Dark” finishes run at two Para- 
mount houses with excellent $23,000 
for sixth week. “The Lodger” still is 
stout at $28,000 in three houses for 
second session, 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 45- 
90) — “Guy Named Joe” (M-G). 
Strong $11.000. Last week, “Purple 
Heart” (20th), fair $5,600. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2.034; 
45-90)—"“Guy Named Joe” (M-G). 
Socko $16,000. Last week, “Purple 
Heart” (20th), disappointing $10,500. 

Downtown (WB) (1.800; 45-90)— 
“Passage Marseille’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Fancy $19.000. Last week, soared far 
above estimates to smash $25,200. 

Egyptian (F-WC) «1,535; 45-90)— 
“Lodger” (20th) and “Calling Dr. 
Death” (U) (2d wk). Fine $7,000. 
Last week. strong $13,000. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 85- 
$1.10) — “Bernadette” (20th) (6th 
wk). Okay $3,500. Last week, ex- 
cellent $4.400. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1.100; 40-85)— 
“Women in Bondage” (Mono) and 
“Hot Rhythm” (Mono) wk). 
Good $5,000. Last week. nifty $6,200. 

Hollywood (WB) (2.756; 45-90)— 
“Passage Marseille’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Brisk $14.500. Last week, great $20,- 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
$561,500 
(Based on 14 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
‘Based on 13 theatres) 


Marseille’ Fast 


206 Leads Buf. 


Buffalo, March 21. 

Biz is considerably off recent fast 
pace for this week. Despite this, 
“Passage to Marseille” is great at 
the Buffalo, and “Song of Bernadette” 
looks big on third session at the 
Lakes. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo ‘Shea) (3,500; 35-65)— 
“Passage to Marseille’ (WB). Lofty 
$20,000. Last week, “Bridge San Luis 
Rey” (UA) “After Midnight Blackie” 
(Col), bright $16.500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 70- 
$1.10)—“Bernadette” (20th) (3d wk). 
Impressive $16,000. Last week, po- 
tent $24,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100: 35-65)— 
“Purple Heart” (20th) (2d wk). Oke 
$8,500. Last week, robust $14,000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,300; 35-65)— 
“Hey Rookie” (Col) and “Nine Girls” 
(Col). Staunch $14.500. Last week, 
“Butler's Sister” (U) (2d wk) and 
“Cowboy Canteen” (Col), great $13,- 
500 for second session. 

20th Century (Ind) (3,000; 35-65)— 
“Woman of Town” (UA) and “Casa- 


600, considerably above estimate. 

Los Angeles (D'town-WC) (2.200; 
45-90)—“‘Lodger™ (20th) 
ing Dr. Death” (U) (2d wk). Lush 
$14.500. Last week, solid $26,600. 

Orpheum ‘(D'town) (2,200; 45-85)— 
“Saint Meets Tiger” (Rep), with 
Andy Kirk orch. Dorothy Donegan, 
Golden Gate Quartette on stage. 
Hefty $23.000. Last week, “Sultan’s 
Daughter” (Mono) and Harry How- 
ard’s “Gay Nighties” unit on stage, 
excellent $20,800. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 45-90)—“Up 
in Arms” (RKO) and “Nine Gir}s” 
(Col) (3d wk). Holding well at big 
$18.000. Last week, great $20,000. 

Paramount (F&M) (3.389; 45-90)— 
“Lady in Dark” (Par) (6th wk). 
Stout $14,500. Last week, still heathy 
at $17.000. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1,- 
451; 45-90)—‘Lady in Dark” (Par) 
(6th wk). Good $8,500. Last weck, 
nifty $9.500. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890: 45- 
90)—“Up in Arms” (RKO) and “Nine 
Girls’ (Col) (3d wk). Steady at 
fancy $21.000 after last week’s rous- 
ing $23.000. 

Ritz (F-WC) (1.372; 45-90)—‘‘Lodg- 
er’ ¢20th) and “Calling Dr. Death” 
(U) (2d wk). Nice $6,500. Last week, 
stout $9,900. 

State (Loew's-WC) (2,204; 45-90)— 


“Guy Named Joe” (M-G). Wham 
$33.000. Last week, “Purple Heart” 
‘20th), below estimate, but still big 


at $28.600. 

United Artists (UA-WC) (2,100; 85- 
1.10)—“Bernadette” (20th) (13th wk, 
5 days). Strong $6,000, ending run 
here tomorrow (Wednesday). Last 
week, fancy $9,500. 

Uptown (F-WC) (1.715; 45-90)— 
“Guy Named Joe” (M-G). Big $11,- 
500. Last week, “Purple Heart” 
(20th), okay $7,500. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 45-90)— 
“Purple Heart” (20th). Slow $5,000. 
Last week, “Lost Angel” (M-G) and 
“Rationing” (M-G), good $7,300. 

Wiltern (WB) (2.500; 45-90)—“Pas- 
sage Marseille” (WB) (2d wk). Trim 
$11,000. Last week, socko $18,900. 


Cincy Off But ‘Rookie’ And 
Long Lush $27,000; ‘Time’ 
106, ‘Bridge’ 96, N. S. H. 


Cincinnati, March 21. 
Final rumble from income tax 
filings and a heavy sleet Sunday (19) 
bogged downtown biz in first half. 
Only one house has a gain over last 
week, the Shubert. with moveover of 
“Up in Arms.” Combo Albee remains 
in winning stride and above par with 
“Hey Rookie’ and Johnny Long 
band. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,100; 50-85)—‘ Hey 
Rookie” (Col) and Johnny Long 
orch, others, on stage. Fancy $27,009. 
Last week, “Phantom Lady” (U) plus 
Woody Herman orch topping vaude, 
big $30,000. 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-65)— 
“Bridge San Luis Rey” (UA). Slow 
(Continued on page 18) 


and “Call-| 


; nova Burlesque” (Rep). Pleasing 
| $9,000. Last week. “Tender Comrade” 
(RKO) (2d wk) and “Melody 


| Parade” (Mono), strong $14,000. 


‘Eyre’ Smooth $26,000, 

B’klyn; ‘Russia’ 22G 
Brooklyn, March 21. 

_ “Jane Eyre” at RKO Albee is tops 
| in downtown sector. Runner up is 
“Song of Russia” at Loew’s Metro- 
politan. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,274: 35-75)—“Jane 
Eyre” (20th) and “Chan Chinese Cat” 
(Mono). Nifty $26,000. Last week, 
“North Star’ (RKO) and “Never 
Dull Moment” (U) (2d wk), good 
| $17,000. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023: 35-75)— 
“Standing Room Only” (Par) and 
“Two-Man Submarine” (Par). Open- 
ed yesterday (Mon.). Second and 
final week of “Where Are Children?” 
(Mono) and “Timber Queen” (Par), 
nice $14.000. 

Metropolitan (Loew’s) 
75)—‘“Song Russia” 
“Woman of Town” 
$22,000. Last week, “Guy Named 
Joe” (M-G) and “Beautiful But 
Broke” (Col) (2d wk), hefty $17,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,020; 35-75) 
—‘“In Our Time” (WB) and “Aldrich, 
Boy Scout” (Par) (2d wk). Okay 
$17,000. Last week, attractive $24.,- 
000. “Shine On Harvest Moon” (WB) 
opens tomorrow (Wed.). 

Strand (WB) (2.952: 35-75)—“Un- 
invited” (Par) and ‘“‘Sailor’s Holiday” 
(Col) (2d wk). Fine $8,000. Last 
week, about same, 


(3,618; 35- 
(M-G) and 
(UA). Strong 


‘Timber’-Andrews Sis, 
Ayres Wow 26G, Newark 


Newark, March 21, 

Business on upgrade again after a 
slight dip last week. “Uninvited,” 
at Paramount, is going strong in sec- 
ond stanza. “Song of Russia” is do- 
ing well enough at State to warrant 
holdover. 

Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Adams-Par) (1,940; 35-99) 
—"“Timber Queen” (Par) with An- 
drews Sisters and Mitch Ayres orch 
on stage. Topflight $26,000. Last 
week “Cowboy Canteen” (Col) with 
Sonny Dunham orch, neat $17,000, 
but under estimate. 


Branford (WB) (2.800; 20-90)— 
“Passage Marseille’ (WB) opens to- 
morrow (Wed.). “Phantom Lady” 
(U) and “Crazy House” (U). Hefty 
$18,500. Last week “Gung Ho” (U) 
and “Sing Jingle’ (U) fancy $21,000 
and over hopes. 

(Adams-Par) (2,000; 
35-85 )—“‘Uninvited” (Par) and “Boy 
Scout” (Par) (2d wk). Gratifying 
$17,000 and may hold. Last week 
nifty $20,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (3,400; 35-$1.10)— 
“Lifeboat” (20th) and “Men = on 
Mind” (20th) open tomorrow (Wed.). 
“Jane Eyre” and “Falcon Out West” 
(RKO) good $20,000. 

State (Loew's) (2,600; 35-85)— 
“Song Russia” (M-G) and “Woman 
of Town” (UA). Protfiable $18,000 
and may stay a second sesh. Last 
week “Madame Curie” (M-G), dis- 
mal $16,000. 


‘Miracle’ Huge $17,000 
In Seattle; ‘Heart’ 146, 
‘London’ 1036, Both Fine 


Seattle, March 21. 
New bills at all deluxe houses, and 
helping swell overall total. ‘“Mor- 
gan’s Creek” is way out in front at 
the Paramount. “Jack London” also 
looks solid at Liberty. 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(800; 40-75)—"‘No Time Love” (Par) 
(4th wk). Good $5,500. Last week, 
swell $7,000. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 40-75) 
—‘“Purple Heart” (20th). Great $14,- 
000 in eight days. Last week, “Cry 
Havoc” (M-G), strong $13.400. 

Liberty (J&vH) (1.650: 40-65)— 
“Jack London” (UA). Solid $10,500, 
and holds. Last week. “None Shall 
Escape” (Col), fair $6,700. 

Music Box (H-E) (850: 40-75)— 
“Cry Havoc” (M-G) (2d wk). From 
Fifth Avenue. Okay $6.000 in eight 
days. Last week, “Lifeboat” (20th) 
(3d wk), nice $5,300 in six days. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 40-75)— 
“Chip Off Old Block” (U) and 
“Hatcheck Honey” (U) (2d wk). 
Trim $7,000. Last week, wonderful 
$11,800. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2.600: 40-75)—‘“In 
Our Time” (WB). Grand $12.000 in 
eight days. Last week, “Ali Baba” 
(U) (2d wk); sock $9,800 for six days 
holdover. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 30-75)— 
“Men On Mind” (PRC) plus Rubin- 
off, in person, heading stage show. 
Stage layout responsible for bangup 
$11,000. Last week, “Women in 
Bondage” (Mono) and _ stage, fat 
$9,200. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039: 40-75)— 
“Miracle Morgan’s Creek” (Par). 
Smash $17.000. Last week, “The Sui- 
livans” (20th), mild $8,500. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 40-75)— 
“Ali Baba” (U) (3d wk). From Or- 
pheum. Fine $4,500. Last week, 
“Desert Song’ (WB) (4th wk), sweet 
$5,000. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800: 15- 
30)—"“Gang’s Here” (20th) and “Hap- 
py Land” (20th) (3d run). Fair $4,- 
000. Last week, “Northern Pursuit” 
(WB) and “Top Man” (U) (3d run), 


good $4,300. 


Detroit, March 21. 


Mid-Lent finds no slackening of 
biz in Detroit. While Fox will take 
over the leadership with “The Sulli- 
vans” and “Weird Woman,” the 
smaller United Artists is heading for 
|a new house record with “Lady in 
; the Dark” and “Rookies in Burma.” 
| “Desert Song” and “Unknown Guest” 

is standout among holdovers at the 
Michigan. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 55-75)— 
“None Shall Escape” (Col) (2d wk) 
and “Ghost Walks Alone” (Col). 
Former moved from Fox; brisk $10,- 
500. Last week, “Purple Heart” 
(20th) and “Hat Check Honey” (U) 
(2d wk), prime $12,000. 

Broadway-Capitol (United Detroit) 
(2,800; 55-75)—“Souls at Sea” (Par) 
(reissue) and “The Kansan” (UA). 
Tidy $14,000. Last week, “Govt. 
Girl” (RKO) (3d wk) and “Women 
Bondage” (Mono) (2d wk), move- 
overs, fair $9,000. 


Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 55-75) 


‘Lady in Dark’ New High at $29,000, 
Det.; ‘Sullivans’- Weird’ Great 346 


Woman” (U). Great $34,000. Last 
week, “None Shall Escape” (Col) 
and “Hi, Good-Lookin” (U), strong 
$32,000. 

Madison (United Detroit) (1,800: 
55-75 \—“Lady Takes Chance” (RKO) 
and “Corvette K-225” (U). Back in 
loop at nice $5,100. Last week, “Sa- 
lute Marines” (M-G) and “Heat's On” 
(20th), so-so $4,700. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 
55-75 )—“‘Desert Song’ (WB) and 
“Unknown Guest” (Mono) (2d wk). 
Fine $22,000 behind last week's stout 
$29,000. 


Palm-State (United Detroit) (3,000; 


55-75)—"Fighting Seabees’ (Rep) 
and “Casanova Burlesque’ (Rep) 
(2d wk). Should tuck a choice $17,- 


000 behind last week’s robust $24,000. 


United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 55-75)—“Lady in Dark” (Par) 
and “Rookies Burma” (RKO). Movy- 
ing toward $29,000, and new house 
record. Last week, “Girl Crazy” 
(M-G) and “Man Down Under” (M- 


—‘Sullivans’ (20th) and “Weird 


G) (3d wk), skidded down to okay 
$9.000. 


Heart’ Fine $30,000, Frisco; ‘Miracle’ 
Snappy 286, Holiday Sturdy 13G 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
$2,789,300 
(Based on 24 cities, 188 thea- 

tres, chiefly first runs, including 

Total Gross Same Week 

(Based on 26 cities, 194 theatres) 


Lassie’ Lively 
$20,000 in Mpls. 


Minneapolis, March 21. 

Recently opened Radio City again 
has edge this week, “Lassie Come 
Home” being far out in front. Only 
other big newcomer is “Johnny 
Come Lately” at Orpheum. “Lady in 
the Dark” is strong on first week of 
run at Century after sock session to 
reopen Radio City. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 20-30)— 
“Career Girl’ (PRC) and “Isle For- 
gotten Sin” (PRC). Four days, satis- 
factory $2,000. Last week, “Voodoo 
Man” (Col) and “Darling Clemen- 
tine’ (Rep) split with “Texas Kid” 
(Mono) and “Whispering Footsteps” 
(Rep), strong $2,600 in eight days. 

Century (P-S) (1,000; 40-55)— 
“Lady in Dark” (Par) (2d wk). 
Moved here after nine wham days 
at Radio City. Looks like fancy 
$7,000. Last week, “Lifeboat” (20th) 
(2d wk), light $4,000 after fair $10,- 
000 initial canto at State. 

Gopher (P-S) (1,000; 35)—“Woman 


of Town” (UA). Mild $3,000. Last 
week, “Rookies Burma” (RKO), 
mild $3,500. 

Lyric (P-S) (1,100; 40-55)— 
“Miracle Morgan’s Creek” (Par) 
(4th wk). Good. $5.000. Last week, 
fine $6,800. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2.800: 40-55)— 


“Johnny Come Lately” (UA). Forte 
$9,000. Last week, “Lodger” (20th) 
with Tommy Tucker orch, Virginia 
Weidler, etc., on stage (40-65), brisk 
$20,000. 

Radio City (P-S) (4,000; 40-55)— 
“Lassie Come Home” (M-G). This 
“sleeper” has everybody gasping in 
astonishment at its boxoffice prowess. 
May reach terrific $20,000. Last week, 
“Lady in Dark” (Par), nine days, 
boff $22,500. 

State (P-S) (2.300: 40-55)—“Desert 
Song” (WB) (2d wk). Pace still hot 
at $8,000 or near. Last week, corking 
$12,000. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100; 30-40)—“No 
Time Love” (Par). First neighbor- 
hood showing. Okay $3,000. Last 
week, “Gang’s Here” (20th), ditto. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350: 40-75)— 
“3 Russian Girls” (UA). Mild $2.000. 
Last week, “Private Life Henry VIII” 
(UA) (reissue), fair $1,800. 


‘HEART’ FAST $12,000, 


VILLE; BEERY 1036 


Louisville, March 21. 
Rainy weekend hurt grosses in 
downtown deluxers. “Purple Heart” 
single billed at the Rialto, is getting 
a nice play to lead the straight film- 


ers. George White’s “Scandals” unit 
at the National is tilting “Men on 


Her Mind” to nice session. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 30-50)—‘“‘Miracle Morgan’s 
Creek” (Par) and “Timber Queen” 
(Par). Moveover dandy $4,000. Last 
week “Fighting Seabees” (Rep), good 
$3,500 on m.o. 
Kentucky (Switow) 
—‘Thousands Cheer” (M-G) and 
“Fired Wife’ (U). Mild $1,500. Last 
week “Princess O'Rourke” (WB) and 
“Northern Pursuit” (WB), ditto. 


(1,200: 15-25) 


Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300: 30- 
50)—‘‘Rationing” (M-G) and “Nine 
Girls” (Col). Medium $10,500 on 


Wallace Beery’s “Rationing.” Last 
week “None Shall Escape” (Col) and 
“Ghost Walks Alone” (Col), smart 
radio campaign helping get solid 


$12,000. 
Mary Anderson (People’s Thea- 
tres) (1,000; 30-50)—“In Our Time” 


(WB) (2d wk). 
week $3,500. 

National (Standard Theatres) (2,- 
400; 50-75)—*Men on Her Mind” 
(Mono) and George White’s “Scan- 
dals” unit on stage. Again it’s the 
stage layout. Healthy $13,000. Last 
week “What a Man” (Mono) plus 
Ink Spots, others, on stage. Negro 
ha combo boosted to wham $19,- 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 30- 
50)—‘‘Purple Heart” (20th). Critics 
gave this one fairish reviews. Looks 
like tops among straight filmers, 
strong $12,000. Last week “Miracle 
Morgan’s Creek” (Par) and “Timber 
Queen” (Par), stout $14,000 and 
moveover. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 30- 


Fairish $3,000. Last 


San Francisco, March 21. 
Spring fever weather and top 
flight films at the deluxers make the 
biz picture look good this week. 
“Knickerbocker Holiday,” “Purple 
Heart” and “Miracle of Morgan's 
Creek” look outstanding. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fox (FWC) (5,000; 55-75)—“Pur- 
ple Heart” (20th) and “Rosie Rivet- 
er” (Rep). Fine $30,000. Last week 
"Lady in Dark” (Par) and “Coastal 
Command” (RKO), tremendous $38,- 
000 to lead town. 

Paramount (FWC) (2.470: 55-75)— 
“Miracle Morgan’s Creek” (Par) and 
“Hot Rhythm” (Mono). Solid $28.- 
000. Last week “Bernadette” (20th) 
(2d wk), ferrific $33,000. 

St. Francis (FWC) (1,475; 55-75)— 
“Bernadette” (20th). Smash $20,000 
for this small house. Last week 
“Sullivans” (20th) and “Gildersleeve 
Broadway” (3d Fair $12,000. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,650; 55-75)— 
“Wild Bill Hickok Rides” (WB) 
(reissue) with stage show “Hi-Diddle 
Diddle,” with Buster Shaver and 
Olive, others, on stage. Mild $22.- 
500. Last week “Cry Havoc” (M-G) 
with stage show “Startime Follies,” 
excellent $29,000. 

State (FWC) (2,160; 55-75) —“Lady 
in Dark” (Par) and “Coastal Com- 
mand” (RKO) (2d wk). Sock $18.- 
000 on extended run here. Last week 
“Fighting Seabees” (Rep) and “My 
Best Gal” (Rep), nice $15,500. 

Goiden Gate (RKO) (2,850: 55-75) 
—“Up in Arms” (RKO) with stage 
show featuring Merry Macs, Ada 
Leonard orch (3d wk). Stout $20.- 
000 for six days. Last week, satis- 
factory $26,000. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,400; 60- 
75)—“Ladies Courageous” (U) and 
“Hi Good-Lookin’” (U). Trim $14.- 
000. Last week “Hey Rookie” (Col) 
and “Nine Girls” (Col), $13,000. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1,100; 
60-75) — “Knickerbocker Holiday” 
(UA) and “Men on Mind” (PRC). 
Sturdy $13,000 for small-seater. Last 
week “Bridge San Luis Rey” (UA) 
(Sth.wk), a good $7,800. 


‘Desert’ Loud $15,500, 
Leader in K. C.; ‘Bridge’ 
Tall 156, ‘Heart’ 146 


Kansas City, March 21. 
Combo of uncertain weather and 
Lent is holding biz down. Strongest 
newcomer appears to be “Desert 
Song” at the Newman. “Bridge of 


San Luis Rey,” at the Midland, 
opened briskly. “Purple Heart.” 
which is single-billed day-date at 


Esquire, Uptown and Fairway, looks 
strong. 
Estimates for This Week 

Esquire, Uptewn and _ Fairway 
(Fox-Midwest) (820; 2,043 and 700: 
40-60 )—“Purple Heart” (20th). Lusty 
$14,000. Last week “Song Berna- 
dette” (20th), great $20,000, but un- 
der expectations at upped scale. 

Midland (Loew’s (3,500: 35-55)— 
“Bridge San Luis Rey” (UA) and 
“Klondike Kate” (Col). Healthy $15.- 
000. Last week “Rationing” (M-G) 
and “Woman of Town” (UA), so-so 
$12,500, and under hopes. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900: 40- 
60 )—*Desert Song” (WB). Slick $15,- 
500. Last week “Miracle Morgan's 
Creek” (Par) (3d wk), steady $8,500, 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 40-60)— 
“Tender Comrade” (RKO) = and 
“Rookies Burma” (RKO) (3d wk). 
Nice $8,000 after total of $25,000 for 
first two rounds. 

Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2,100: 35-50) 
—“Casanova Burlesque” (Rep) and 
“Sultan’s Daughter” (Mono) with 
vaude. Fair $9,000. Last week “Na- 
bonga” (PRC) and “Tiger Fangs” 
(PRC) with stage revue, okay $9,500. 


‘GUNG HO’ HOTSY $14,000 
PORT.; ‘CURIE’ BRISK 106 


Portland, Ore., March 21. 

“Madame Curie” is packing the 
small United Artists currently but 
“Gung Ho” is standout at the Broad- 
way. “Jane Eyre” also looks strong 
at Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (J. J. Parker) (1,900; 40- 
75)—"“Gung Ho” (U) and “Weekend 
Pass” (U). Terrific $14,000. Last 
week, “Rationing” (M-G) and “Lost 
Angel” (M-G) (2d wk), strong 
$11,500. 

United Artists (Parker) (900; 40- 
75)—““Madame Curie” (M-G). Dandy 
$10,000. Last week, “Butler’s Sister” 
(U) and “Spider Woman” (U) (3d 
wk), solid $7,500. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 40-75)—“Jane Eyre” (20th). 
Good $14,000. Last week, “No Time 


(Continued on page 18) 


50)—“Woman of Town” (UA) and 
“Three Russian Girls’ (UA). Looks 
just fair at $4,000. Last week “Lodg- 
er’ (20th) and “Casanova Bur- 


lesque” (Rep), $3,700. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


Fever -Gray, Big $50,000, Paces Chi: 
Kid -Garber Hot 326 ‘Heart’ Wow 266 : 


Chicago, March 21. 

Lent and income taxes 
little effect on Loop. boxoffices and 
business continues close to normal 
with one or two houses. doing above 
average biz. “Purple Heart” is ex- 
pected tu garner near excellent $26,- 
000 in opening week at Roosevelt. 
Horror combo of “Crime Doctor's | 
Strangest Case” and “Return of 
Vampire” at small Garrick looks fine | 
$13.000. Oriental, with “Frisco Kid” 
reissue and Jan Garber'’s orchestra 
on stage, is headed for solid $32,000. 
“Song of Bernadette” is holding up 
to around $38,000 at the State-Lake 
and “Jane Eyre” goes into its 
ond week at the United Artists with 
bright $20,C00 in sight. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 50-85 )—*Ra- 
ioning’” (M-G) and “Aldrich, Boy 
Scout” (Par) (2d wk). Fair $7.000. 
Last week goad $11,000. 

Chicago (B&K) (3.900; 50-85)— 
“Swing Fever” (M-G) and Glen 
Gray orch on stage. Big $50,000. Last 
week “What a Woman” (Col) 
wk) and stage show headed by 
tricia Morison, swell $42,000. 

Garrick (B&R) (900: 
“Crime Doctor’s Case” 
“Return Vampire” (Col). 


(Col) and 


Fine $13,- 


000. Last week “None Shall Escape” 
(Col), 5 days, and “Strangest Case” 
Col) and “Return Vampire” (Col), 


smart $11,000. 


2 clays, 


Grand (RKO) (1,150: 
“Gung Ho" (U) and “Swinetime 
Johnny” (U) (4th week in Loop). 
Snug $8,000. Last week neat $8,700. 
Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 40-85) 
—‘Frisco Kid” (WB) (reissue) and 
Jan Garber orch on stage. Solid 
$32.000. Last week “Weekend Pass” 


(U) and Earl Carroll's “Vanities” 
stage, the same. 

Palace (RKO) = (2.500; 40-85)— 
“Govt. Girl” (RKO) and “Escape 
Danger” (RKO) (2d wk). Very good 
$18,000. Last week sturdy $23,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-85)— 
“Purple Heart” (20th). Excellent 
$26,000. Last week “Desert Song” 
(WB) (4th wk), slick $16,500. 


State-Lake (B&K) (2.700; 75-$1.10) 


on 


Bernadette” (20th) («3d wk). 
Corking $38,000. Last week robust 
$39,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- | 
85)—“Jane Eyre” (20th) (2d wk). 
Brisk $20,000. Last week brilliant 
$24.000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 50-85) 
“Lady and Monster” (Rep). Nice 
$13,000. Last week “Crime School” 
(WB) and “Girls Probation” (WB) 
(reissues), 5 days, and “Lady Mon- 
ster” 


(Rep), 2 days, prensing $11,000. 


‘Comrade’ Forte $18,500 
In Pitt.; ‘Standing Room’ 


Brisk 176, ‘Bondage’ 9G 


Pittsburgh. March 21. 
looks pretty fair enough 
considering Lent, snowstorms 
and income’ tax  depressiveness. 
Penn’s banging out the strongest 
session with “Tender Comrade.” but 
Stanley is not far off pace 
“Standing Room Ont: “Wom 


Biz 


week, 


(2d | 
Pa- | 


50-85)— | 


> 
have had | 


sec- | 


‘Lodger’-‘Jingle’ Wham 


| 
| 


$13,000, Pacing Omaha 


Omi tha, March 21. 

is smash surprise at 
Brandeis, with 
plus 


“The Lodger” 
Orpheum this w eek. 
‘Around the World” 


in Bondage” also is fancy. “Standing 


Check Honey” (U), day-date 
Esquire. Nice $13,500. Last week 
“Purple Heart’ (20th) and “Week- 
end Pass” (U), also Esquire, nice 
| $13,000. 

Esquire (Fox) 
“Passage Marseille” 


(742: 
(WB) 


30-65 


and “Hat 


Check Honey” (U), also Denver, 
| Okay $3,000. Last week “Purple 
| Heart” (20th) and “Weekend Pass 
(U), also Denver, ditto. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2.600: 30-65) 
“Tender Comrade” (RKO) and “Men 
on Mind” (PRC) (2d wk). Sad $8.- 
500. Last week big $16,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 30-50)— 
“Crime School” (WB) and “Girls on 


| Probation” (WB) (reissues). Good 
$9,000. Last week “Gung Ho” (U) 
and “Chan Secret Service” (Mono) 


(2d wk), good $8,000. 


with 


|Room Only,” moved to Omaha. for 
| second week, is nearly as big as on. Rialto (Fox) (878; 30-65) —"Gung 
| first sesh at Paramount. | Ho” 4U>) and “Chan Secret Service 
(Mono), after two weeks at Para- 
Estimates for This Week | mount. Nice $3,500. Last week “Ali 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 15-55), Baba” (U) and “Casanova Bur- 
|—‘Lodger” (20th) and “Sing a! lesque” (Rep), via Denver, Esquire, 
Jingle” (U). Big $13,000 or near.| Aladdin, $4,000. 
Last week (20-65), “Cross Lorraine” | 
(M-G) with Glen Gray orch, others, ¢ 
on stage, okay $17,800. 
Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500: 15- | 
55)—"Around World” (RKO) and 
“Women in Bondage” (Mono). Trim 
$7,000. Last week, “Fighting Sea- 
bees” (Rep) and “Career Girl” 
| (PRC). $7,300. . 
Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 15-55)— 
“Standing Room Only” (Par). Snappy Baltimore. March 21 
| $9,000. Last week, “Gung Ho” (U), “None Shall Escape,” coupled to a 
smash $9,700. — . |strong stage layout at the combo 
__Paramount (Tristates) (3,000: 15- Hipp, looks standout. “The Sulli- | 
| vans” tapered off badly after rather 
Only” (Par). 500. aing OOM | weekend trade at Loew’s Cen- 


40-85 


Passage Swift 


$39,000, Philly 


Philadelphia, March 21. 

Despite the unseasonable blizzard 
Sunday and plethora of holdovers, 
biz continues strong. “Passage to 
Marseille” is getting a bangup wel- 
come on bow-in here, being only 
major opening. Holdovers of “Song 
of Bernadette.” “Guy Named Joe” 
and “The Lodger,” are keeping up 
torrid pace. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1.303; 75-$1.10)— 
“Bernadette” (20th) (4th wk). 
Whammo $24.000. Last week, smash 
$25.300 for third canto. 

Areadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-75)— 
“Where Are Children” (Mono) (2d 
run), Pulling surprising $3,800. Last 
week, “Desert Song” (WB), grand | 


| $6.500 for second run. 

Bovd (WB) (2,500; 35-75)— 
Russia” (M-G) (2d wk). Dropping to 
fairish $16,000 after neat $23,500 last 
week plus husky $4,500 for Sabbath 
showing at Earle. 

Earle (WB) (2,760: 
tom Lady” (U) with Blue Barron 
orch, Jack Durant and Mary Beth 
Hughes on stage. Profitable $22,500. 
Last week, “Swing Fever” (M-G), 
D’Artega orch and Bill Robinson on 
stage. great $24,800. 

Fox (WB) (2,245: 35-75)—"“Gung 
Ho” (U) (2d wk). Dipping to so-so 
$15,500 after bangup $26,500 for open- 


35-85 )—“Phan- 


| ing week. 


this 


| Last 
| proved 
with | 


in 


Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 35-75)— 
“Ali Baba” (U) (2d run). Still catch- 
ing the escapist trade at nice $7,000. 
week, “Lost. Angel’ (M-G) 

a sleeper with swift $8,500 


‘Song 


~| Prov. Okay; 


for second run. 
Keith’s (Goldman) (2.220: 35- 

“Lifeboat” (20th) (2d run). "Dis- 

appointing $6,000. Last week, “Jack | 


London” (UA) pulled after five days 
of second run at poor $3,000. 
Mastbaum (WB) (4,692; 
“Passage MarsetHe” (WB). 
$35,000 plus hefty $4.000 for 
tand at Earle, Sunday. Last 
“In Our Time” (WB) wound 


35-75 )— 
Superp 


up five 


| davs of third week at mild $17,500. 


| Named 


Bondage” looks a morwey-maker at 
the Fulton. “Purple Heart” is hold- 
Ing up well in second week at the 
Harris. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700: 30-60)—‘Wo- | 
men in Bondage” (Mono). Got the 
razz from crix but public’s going for 
it. Looks okay $9,000. Last week, 
sap of “Jane Eyre” (20th), under 
$3,000 in three day 
Harris (2.100: 30-60 )— 
‘Purple Heart” (20th) (2d wk). Do- 
ing very well at $8,500. Mav stay ex- 
tr a three d: ws, Which would hold up 
“Chip Off Old Block” (U) until Sat- | 
urday (25). Last nice $14,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-U Ad (3.300; 30-60) 


Stanley (WB) (2,915; 35-75)—"“Guy 
Joe” (M-G) (3d wk). Still 
bringing ’em in to tune of $19,500 
after hardy $23,600 for second sesh 

Stanton (WB) (1.475; 35-75)— 
“Lodger” (20th) (3d wk). Pulling 
sleeper is excellent $11,500 after 
$13.800 for second week 


STANDING 
SRO $17,000, DENVER 


Denver, March 21. 


“Standing Room Only” is smash 
at Denham, even tepping combined 
total of “Passage to Marseille” at 
| Denver and Esquire. “Tender Com- 


“Tender Comrade” (RI Notices 
on this one varied but the dames will 
push it to $18.500, exce ellent Last 
week, “Song of Russia” (M- G). n.s.h. 
$13.000. 

Ritz (WB) (800: 30-60)—“Song of 
Russia” (M-G) « 2d wk). Moved from 
Penn. Still mild at $2,000. Last week, 
‘Guy Named Joe” (M-G) (4th wk). 
healthy $3,000. 

Senator (Harris) (1.750: 30-60) 
“Two-Man Submarine” (Col) and | 
“Swing Out Blues” (Col). Fine | 
$3,000. Last week, “Made for Each 
Other’ (UA) and “StarsIs Born” 
(UA) (reissues), stout $3,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3.800: 30-60)— 
“Standing Room Only” (Par). Bang- 

up $17,000, maybe a bit more. WB | 
deluxer returns to flesh on April 7 | 
with Lionel Hampton's band. Last | 
week, “Passage to Marseilles” (WB), | 
Sturdy $17,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-60 )—"Pas- 
Sage to Marseilles’ (WB) (2d wk). 

Mov eover, nice $7,000. House closes | 


tomorrow ni ight (Wed.) for extensive | 


remodeling 
weeks. 


job, 
Last week, 


reopening in two 


‘Par) on moveo 
ver from Penn, big 
$8,000. 


“No Time Love” | 


rade” fel] off badly second week 
at the big Orpheum 
Estimates for 


on 


This Week 


Aladdin (Fox) (1.400; 30-65)— 
“Purple Heart’ (20th) and “Week- 
end Pass” (U), after day-date at 


Fair $5.000. Last 
(20th), moveover, 


Denver, Esquire. 
week “Bernadette” 


one-day | 
week, | 


big 


tury, 
Estimafes for This Week 

Century (Loew’'s-UA) (3,000: 
55)—"Sullivans” (20th). Slow get- 
away, fairish $14,000 in prospect. 
Last week “Bridge of San Luis Rey” 
(UA), failed to jell at $11.700. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240: 
Shall Escape” (Col) 
plus vaude, headed by Edith Fellows. 
Leading 
Last week “Rookies Burma” (RKO) 
plus Martha Raye in p.a. near record 
at resounding $22,300. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2.460: 17- 
55)—"Uninvited” (Par) (2d wk). 
Steady $12,000 after rousing initial 
sesh at $17,200. 

Maryland (Hicks) 
“Calling Dr. Death” (U). 
mild $3.500. Last week 
Blues” (Col), average $3,800. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980: 
“Hey Rookie” (CoD Nice $5.000. 
Last weck, second round of “Frisco 
Kid” (WB) (reissue), mild $3,700. 

New (Mechanic) (1.680; 55-$1.10)— 
“Bernadette” (20th) (5th wk). 
ed fifth sesh yesterday (Mon.) after 


(1,240; 25-50)— 
Drawing 


“Swing 


25-50)— 


good $10,200 in fourth session 
Stanley (WB) (3,280: 20-60)— 
“Miracle Morgan’s Creek” (Par) (2d 


, short of $40,000. 
| one-week booking, 


17- | 


| 
| 


new 
parade with rousing $18,000. 


| 


| begins a 


Start- | 


iwk). 


wk). Holding in solid style at wham 
$16,000 after great $21,300 initial 
stanza. 

Valencia (Loew’s-UA) (1,480: 17- | 
55)—"Guy Named Joe” (M-G) 
(moveover) (2d wk). Maintaining 


good pace at $4,000 after a fine $6,- 
600 on previous week. 


wk). 


Storm Slows B'way Albeit ‘Ali Baba’ 
Strong $35,000, ‘Voice Wind’ Big 166; 
‘Seabees Hot 236, ‘Ladies’ N.S.H. I5b 


snowstorm 


Although the 
ight Monday 


night (19) and all day 
thinned the total amqpnt of 
downtown some of 
withstood 


(20) 


weather 
the 


houses 


stronger shows 


well. However, 
figure for all 
add up sé big in 
number of ope during 
week, 

Three pictures finished their 
weeks Jast night (Tues.). “Ali Baba 
and 40 Thieves.” among these, is get- 
ting the Palace a much stronger play | 
than it has had in sometime, initial | . 
seven days hitting stout $35,000. 
“Voice in Wind.” which finished its | 
first week at small Victoria also last 
might (Tues.) knecked aut a sock 
$16.000, but “Ladies Courageous.” at 
Criterion, is disappointing at $15,000 
and will be held only three ad- 
ditional days. “The Imposter” moves 


surprisingly 
first-run 


eross 


does not view of 


lings past 


first 


into Crit. Saturday (25). 
The Capitol, which retained its | 
stageshow for third week. but 


in a new picture, “Chip Off | 
last Thursday (16), looks 
light. Picture was a 
“Heavenly Body” 
slated for tomorrow (‘(Thurs.), 
with Jimmy Durante. Bonita Gran- 
ville. Raye and Naldr and Sonny 
Dunham band on stage. 

A strong though not outstanding | 
$23.000 is sighted for “Fighting Sea- 
bees,” which entered the Globe | 
Saturday (18), and will hold. Rialto’s | 
one. “Falcon Out West.” isn’t | 
doing well and will be lucky to reach | 
mild $8.000. and won't hold. 
Major opening today (Wed.) is | 
See Here, Private Hargrove,” which | 
continuous run at Astor, | 
following a special preem last night | 


brought 


Old Block,” 


being 


for benefit of Red Cross. | 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (Loew's) (1,140; 55-$1.10)— 
“Private Hargrove” (M-G) starts | 
regular run here today (Wed.). fol-| 
lowing special opening last night 
(Tues.) for benefit Red Cross. Final 
five days on 10th week of “Lifeboat” 
(20th). good profit-getter here, was 


under $10,009, okay. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 55-$1.10)— 
“Chip Off Old Block” (U) (one week | 
only) and Will Osborne orch,. Larry 
Adler and Four King Sisters (3d-final 
Switched pictures not helping, 
with less than $40.000 seen, light. 
Last week, second for stageshow and 
“Bridge San Luis Rey” (UA), short | 
of $44,000, disappointing. 

Criterion (Loew's) (1,700: 
—‘Ladies Courageous” (U) 
On initial seven days through 
last night (Tues.) not hot at $15.000 
and goes only three more, with “Im- 


Hub OK Despite H.0.s; “Ali Baba’ Oke 


$21,500, ‘Lady in Dark’ Socko 306, 2d 


‘Sullivans’ 
Solid $17, 000, Beery 196 


Providence, March 21. 
State’s “Rationing” and Maijestic’s 
“The Sullivans” are plenty big he 
abouts. Strand opened “Cover Girl” 
Monday. “Miracle of Morgan's 
Creek” got socko second week. 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,300; 30-50) 


Boston, March 21 

Holdovers are the rule in the Hub 
Tat week. but biz is good “Lady 
in the Dark” remains a winner in | 


Martha 


| 


der Comrade” (RKO) and “Rookies 
Burma” (RKO) (3d wk). Still strong 
at $7.500. Last week, big $11.000. 

| Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400: 
| —"“Jane Eyre” (20th) and “Hat Check 
Honey” (U) (2d run). Steady $3 500. | 
Last week, “Gung Ho” (U) and “Hi, 
Good-Looking” (U) (2d run), ditto. 

Fay's (Fay) (2,000: 30-50)—“Lady 

in Death House” (PRC) and vaude 


| Man” 


big $11,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 30-65'— | 
|*Curie’ (M-G) (2d wk). from Or- ! 
pheum. Nice $4,000. Last week big 
$6.000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1.750: 30-60)— 
“Standing Room Only” (Par). Smash 
$17,000. Holds. Last week “Miracle 
Morgan's Creek” (Par) (4th wk) and 
“Timber Queen” . (2d fine 
$10,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2.525: © 30-65)— | 
“Passage Marseille” cw and “Hat 


headed by 
Steady $6,800 
Masquerade’ 
$7,000 


Majestic 


Sleepy Hollow Gang. 
Last week, “Texa 
(Rep) and vaude, good 
(2.200; 30-50) 
“Sullivans” Solid $17,000 
Last week, “Jane Eyre” (20th) and 
“Hat Check Honey” (U), neat $15,000. 
Metropolitan (Snider) (3,200; 36- 
59 )—"Million Dollar Kid” (Mono) and 
Sonny Dunham orch heading stage 
show. Three-day weekend run, 
snappy $7,000. Last week 
(Mono) and Mary Beth Hus 
tage show, mild $5,500 
(3.200: 30-50 )—“Ra- 
Wallace Beery opus 
$19.000 or near. 
San Luis Rey” 
Walks Alone” 


(Fay) 


(20th) 


ehes 
heading 
State (Loew) 
tioning” (M-G). 
okay. Looks stout 
Last week. “Bridge 
‘UA) and “Ghost 
(Col), swell $15,600. 
Strand (Silverman) 
Girl” (Col). Opened Mon- 
day (20). Last week, “Miracle Mor- 
gan’s Creek’ (Par) (2d wk), strong 
2? GUO. 


(2,000: 30-50) 


“Voodoo | 


touching | 
“Purple 
Named 
Hay 


big. 


its second week at the Met, 
$30,000, which is smash. 
| Heart.” “Aji Baba” and “Guy 
Joe” still are holding up for 
fi takes. New bill is “Cry 
at Loew's State, which 
fave, topping vaude at the 
RKO Boston, with “Nine Girls” has 
stout week. 

Estimates for This Week 
Boston (RKO) (3,200; 44-90) 
“Nine Girls” (U) plus Martha Raye 
Condos’ Brothers, Three Swifts, 
others, on stage. Raye drawing well, 
fancy $29,000. Last week, “3 Rus- 
sian Girls” (UA) plus Duke 
ton orch, others, big $30,000. 
Fenway (‘(M-P) (1,373; 
“Purple Heart (20th) and “Best 
Gal” (Rep) (2d wk). Holding up fo1 
200d $6.300. Last week, great $8,000. 
Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 44-75 
Ali Baba” ‘(U and “Hat Check” 


(U) (2d wk). Rates aver $21,- 


looks 


agea 


500. First four days, great $17,000 
Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 35-65) 
Lady in Dark (Par) and “Cas- 


anova” (Rep) (2d wk). Wow $30,000 
or near, Fi: sash $35.000 
Orpheum ) (2.900; 44-65) 
“Guy Named Toe" (M-G) (3d wk). 
Sagging to $20,000, but no complaints. 


Sunday 


trade in | 


bee on second week of 


mains amazingly 


35-$1.25) | 
(2d-final |! 


getter 


poster” (U) opening Saturds >). 
Final eight days on third _ k of 
“Standing Room Only” (Par), 23.000, 
good, 

Globe (Brandt) (1,416: 35-85) ~ 
“Fighting Seabees” (Rep). Strong 
albeit “not terrific at d 
holds. Last week. fourth for “Uni - 
vited” (Par), $19,700, very strong 


Hollywood (WB) (1.499: 44-$1.25) 


“Passage Marseille” (WB) (6th wi), 
Holding to recent pace. fifth weel: 


enaing last night 
while fourth 


(Tues.) at $20,500, 
was near $23.000. Re- 


mains on, 

Palace (RKO) (1.700: 35-$1.i10)~— 
‘Ali Beda” (U), Off to a strong start, 
looking $35,000, and holds. Final 1X 


“Jack Lone 


cause on past seven days 
$90,000, big, while third week wo 
$95,000. A 10-week run is planned, 
stageshow being tied up for that lo 1g, 
Radio City Music Hall (Rockelel- 
lers) (5,945; 55-$1.65 )—* U p in Arn tng 
(RKO) and stageshow (3d wk). Re- 
consistent on draw, 
| this week (2d) appearing very robust 
$108.000, despite bad weather. Holds 
further. Last week. terrific $115.000, 
Rialto (Mayer) (594: 
“Falcon Out West” (RKO). 
ing well at $8.000. Last week. “Curse 
Cat People” (RKO) (2d wk»). under 
$8.000, okay. “Tunisian Victory,” 
official war picture distribu'ed by 
Metro, opens Friday (24). 
Rivoli (UA-Par) (2.092: 75- 


got clo eft 


don” (UA), weak $15.000. 
Paramount (Par) (3.664: 55-S1.25) 
—“Lady Dark” (Par), plus Xavier 
'Cugat band, Dean Murphy, others, on 
|} stage (5th wk). Getting back to 
Wednesday opening and calculating 
the weeks from that date now. be- 


28-65 


Not 


Ce 


“Bernadette” (20th) (9th wk). Main. 

| tains very steady and strong gait at 
$49.000 and continues on: last week 
(7th), $51,000. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 55-$1.10)— 
“Purple Heart” (20th) plus Count 
Basie orch, Carol Bruce and Zero 
Mostel, others, on stage (3d wk). 
Affected somewhat by weather but 


eelr 


seeond c 
(Tues.):; firs: was 


still strong at $80,000 on 

ended last night 

socko $101,000. 
State (Loew's) (3,450: 
tiding High” (Par) (2d 


35-$1.10)— 
run) aed, 


on stage, Molly Picon and Stardust- 
ers. Going lower than average 4 

| week at $23,000 tops. while last wee k 

| was good at $30,000 with “ 3 
Russia” (M-G) (2d run). W: 

| O'Keefe, Ray Eberle, others 
person, 

Strand (WB) (2.756: 35-$1.10)— 
“Harvest Moon” WB) and Russ 
Morgan orch (2d wk). Should eet 
around $47000, nice, on first hold- 
over session. Teeoff week, 
$54,400. 

Victoria (Maurer) (720: 55-$1.10)— 
“Voice in Wind” (UA). Big business- 


small-seater, initial 
(Tues. ), 
Winduy 


of “No 


for this 
week, concluded last night 
pushing to excellent $16,000. 
second. week 


six days on 
Greater Love” (Artkino) was $7,500, 
good 


‘Bridge’ Vaude 


$22,000 in Wash. 


Washington 


Mar 


Holdovers will cut into grosses tnls 
week, with “Bridge of San Luis Res” 
and “Higher and Higher” splittueg 

! 


t-run money. Bot 


“Bridge” 


the new fi 
by vaudeville, 
to get top coin. 


with 


Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434: 30-635)— 
“Bridge San Luis Rey” (UA), with 
vaude. Headed for 322.060. Last 
week, “Rationing” (M-C:) plus vaude, 
ni $24 000 on W: Beery cra 

“Jane Eyre” (20th) (700d 
Last week, “Song Russia” (M-C a 
$7 500. 

Earle (WB) (2.240: 30-90) High- 
er Higher’ (RKO). with vaude. Gacd 
$21.500. Last week. “In Our Time” 
(WB) (2d wk). nice $16,500 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,800; 40-65) 
“Gung Ho” (U) (2d wk). Savzed ta 
mild $8.500 on h.o. Last « ©, trim 
$15.000. 


Metropolitan (WB) (1.800: 


Second session was dandy $27,000. “Our Time” (WB). Only fair 56.000. 
Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 35-65)— Last week, “Desert Song” (WB), mild 
“Purple Heart’ (20th) plus “Best | $6.500. 
Gal” (Rep) (2d wk). Fine $14.000. Palace (Loew) (2,242: 30-66:—"Guv 
Last week, dandy $17.200. Named Joe” (M-G) (aa wk. Will 
State (Loew) (3.200; 44-65)—‘Cry | exit to fine $14,000 after second ses- 
Havoc” (M-G) and “Strangest Case” | sion at stout $19,000. 
(Col). Split bill with Orpheum this 
veek, big $13.000 in prospect. Last 
wk), great $13.500. 
Translux (Translux) (900; 28-65) Hollywood, March 21. 
“Mad Monster” (Mono) and “heat _Next director chore for Michael 
!and Guest’ (Mono). Dual horror | Curtiz at Warners, “Roughly Soeak- 
| bill click at $7,500. Last week. “Wo- | ing.” slated to start early in Apri 
men Bondage” (Mono) and “What a! Henry’ Blanke produces with 
Man” (Mono), fine $6,500. ‘Rosalind Russell starring. 
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in memorable 
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LEE BOWMAN 
PHIL SILVERS 
JINX FALKENBURG 
Screen Play by VIRGINIA VAN Upp 
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FILM REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, March 22, 1944 


Ie Happened Tomerrow) 


Hollywood, March 1. {a solution until the last moment, 
<e of Arnold -| further adds to the confusion during 
i st ‘owell, weekend party. 
ane Much of the comedy revolves 
Du Rene atl "| about the double entendre relating 
ginais by Lord I to the object which O'Keefe is sup- 
| posed to have slipped the “other 
; hie Stout: editor Press- | woman” in Mexico. Series of com- 
viewed at Egyptian, Maret 17, | promising situations, in which two 
‘44. Running MENS. | are involved, serves as basis for 
Darnell | Climaxers. 
lack Oakie) O'Keefe registers favorably in his 
Specter comedy interpretation, Miss Rey- | 
Brophy |nolds photographs interestingly as 
seorge Cle nt | the petulant wife, and Mischa Auer 
Rumen plays the waiter, whose mission it is 
Shis | recover the incriminating lingerie, 
Acutt for laughs. Charlotte Greenwood is 
Xu \iarion Martin | Okay in a subordinate role. Mori. 
Muleahey.. Ladies Courageous 
eevel 
Hollywood, March 16. 


“It Happened Tomorrow” poses a 
novel premise on which to spin a 
comedy-drama—what happens when 
a cub reporter gets a copy of tomor- 
newspaper. Screen results 
provide diverting escapist entertain- 
ment for all audiences, with many 
sparkling moments and_ episodes 
along the line. Picture will catch 
nominal billtopping detes in the first 
runs, but best spot is bill-sharing 
with film of similar rating. 

Although there are numerous 
broadly sketched sequences aimed 
for laugh reaction, picture carries 
undercurrent of Continental direct- 
ing technique of Rene Clair. The 
welding is more than passably suc- 
cessful, but main credit for picture's 
status can be handed to script by 
Clair and Dudley Nichols; it picks 
up every chance for a chuckle or 
Jaugh in both dialog and situation. 

Powell, cub on the sheet, is be- 
friended by the rag’s veteran librar- 
ian who, after death, hands the 
youth copies of the next day’s paper 
for three successive days. First day, 
he’s on hand to witness a holdup he’s 
anticipated, on second he expects 
capture at a bank; he figures quick 
cleanup at races for third day by 
getting advance gander at race re- 
sults; but the third sheet also head- 
lines his death in a hotel lobby. 

Interweaved is his meeting and 
quick romance with Linda Darnell, 
medium and niece of mindreader 
Jack Oakie. Complications result in 
Oakie insisting on shotgun marriage 
route; trio head for the race track 
to parlay five straight winners, but 
are robbed en route home. Powell 
tries to duck the. inevitable predic- 
tion of the newspaper yarn,” but in- | 
advertently winds up in the hotel 
lobby. But the victim of shooting 
is the holdup gent, 
wallet, this breaking the hex. 

Powell lightly handles the reporter 
spot to good effect; Miss Darnell is 
okay as the girl, while Oakie gives 
out with broad comedy with bluster- | 
ing characterizations. Edgar Ken- 
nedy is a bewildered police inspec- 
tor. 
are well] cast. 

Three-minute prolog displays 50th 
wedding anniversary of Powell and 
Darnell for flashback unfolding 


who lifted his | 


Others in brief supporting spots | 


of | wander 
the strange tale, and gives audience | "85 for brief and extended sequences | 


ous indiscretions and one of those 
nixups which defeat all attempts at 


Universal relecse of Walter Wanger pro- 
duction. Stars Loretta Young and Gerule 
cline Fitagerale Directed by John Rawlins, 
Stery and serveenplay by Norman 
Raine and Poris Gilbert: suggested bw hook, 
for Trouble,”’ by Virginia Spencer 
Cowles: camera, Hal Mohr: editor, Philip 
Cabn;: dialog director, Hareld Tarshbis; asst, 
director, William ‘Tummel; special photog., 
John P. Fulton. Previewed at Pantages 


March 5, °44. Running time, 8 MINS, 
Roberta Harper. na .. Loretta Young 
Virgie Alford......... Geraldine Fitzgerald 
Wilhelmina..... Evelyn Ankers 
Prank Garrison. David Bruce 
| Mary Frances. ° June Vineent 
| Brig. (ie neral ade. .Semuel S. Hinds 
Colonel Brennan. Richard Fraser 
Snapper. . Frank Jenks 
Alewe ‘Kane Richmond 


Exploits of the WAFS ‘Women’s 
Auxiliary Ferrying Squadron) pro- 
vides basis for this over-theatrical- 
ized drama of the early femme ferry 
pilots who argued and pouted to be 
taken into regular Army service. 
Wandering, and at times confusing, 
continuity fails to generate much 
punch for audience aitention, and 
picture will have to depend on heavy 
exploitation to earry through reg- 
ular runs for more than nominal biz. 


Intermingled among the serious air 
queens are a few who allow personal 
emotions and jealousies to interfere 
with: their work—and to dull the 
cinema accomplishments of the @n- 
tire group. Over-dialoged script hops 
aimlessly between girls’ quarters at 
the airfield, takeoffs and “landings, 


lookers an idea of previous events 
| that projected several of the girls 
into the service. In continually -slip- 
| ping off the direct beam, picture un- 
irolls at an uneven and yawning pace. 

; Loretta Young is the serious execu- 
| tive officer of the original two dozen 
| WAFS, determined that the girls 
| who ferry ships overseas should get 
|recognition from Army _ brasshats. 
| Her main job is to keep. her charges 
|in line and their minds on respon- 
| sibilities at hand. Geraldine Fitz- 
| gerald is her publicity-seeking sister 
| who nearly washes out the entire 
i|group after cracking up a plane. 
| Aside from this pair, the other girls 
in and out of the proceed- 


inkling of final outcome for better | of minor importance. Frank Jenks 
reaction. Photography by Archie provides snatches of broad comedy, 
Stout is excellent throughout | while Richard Fraser is command- 

7 ‘Walt, | in8 officer of the flying field. Phillip 


Up im Mabel’s Room 


United Artists release of Edward Small 
Production, * Features Marjorie Reynolds, 


Dennis O’ Keefe, Gail Patrick, Mischa Auer, 
Charlotte Greenwood. Directed by \llan 
Dwan. Screen lantation, Tom Reed: 
based on stage play by Otto Harbach and 
Wilson Collison; camera, Charles Lawton; 
@dliter, Grant Whyteck. Previewed at 
Loew's Sheridan theatre, New York, Mareh 
20, ‘44. Running time, 76 MINS, 

Geraldine Ainsworth.....Marjorie Reynolds 


Gary Ainsworth.......... Dennis O' Keefe 
Mabe] Essington............ Gail Patrick 
Miseha Auer 
Jimmy Larchmont.......... John Hubbard 
Alicia Larehmont..... eeces.- Binnie Barnes 
Briacilian Janet Lambert 
Justice of the Peace......... Harry Hayden 
“Up in Mabel’s Room,” conven- 
tional bedroom farce of a pattern 
which was much in vogue in the 
1920s and earlier, should hold up | 


pretty weil in the neighborhoods as | 


the top feature and fill in satisfac- 
torily on dual bills in first-run sit- 
uations, exclusive of de luxers. 
Some 17 years have elapsed since | 
the Otto Harbach-Wilson Collison 
play was produced and, of course, 
nuch of the dialog, as well as situa- 
tions and other comedy business are 
rather dated and familiar. Despite 
the obvious formula, where punches 
are telegraphed way ahead of devel- 
opments and minimize elements of 
surprise and suspense, it appears 
likely to fare moderately well. 


Some of the timeworn gagging and | 


other tepid material still retains. po- 
tency and will ring up a substantial 
laugh score. In addition it’s a com- 
mercial title, and while the cast 
holds no outstanding names, there | 
are several who are exploitable. 

Yarn is about a_ bespectacled, 
newly-wedded Caspar Milquetoast, 
played by Dennis O'Keefe, who in a 
pre-marital moment of weakness be- 
stowed an autographed slip upon a 
girl (Gail Patrick) to whom his busi- 
ness partner ‘Lee Bowman) is to be 
married. 

O’Keefe’s young wife ‘Marjorie 
Reynolds) suspects him of more seri- 


| Terry, David Bruce and Kane Rich- 
mond are each in a few shots for 
inconsequential romantic tieups. 
Picture has been given adequate 
| production mounting around the 
| ferrying airfield. Direction by John 
Rawlins is handicapped by 
loose!y knit and ov ‘er-diaioged script. 
Walt. 


The Lady and Monster 
Hollywood, March 15. 


Republic release ef George Sherman pro- 
ductien Stars Vera Hruba Ralston. Fea 
Richard Arien and Krich von Stro- 
heim. Directed by Sherman. Screenplay, 
Dane Lussier and Frederick Kohner; from 
story, “Donovan's: Brain,’’ by Curt Siod- 
|} mak: camera, John Alton: editor, Arthur 
Roberts. Previewed in RCA projection 
room, March 14, ‘44. Running time, 86 
MINS, 


Janice Farrell. ... Vera Hruba Ralston 


| Prof. Fr: (Nz Mu llev.... Erich Von Sirvoheim 
..Mary Nash 
Eugene Sidney Blackmer 
| Chloe ace Helen Vinson 
eee Harry Hayden 
The Husky Man... - Jack Kirk 
Antonio Triana and Lola Montes 


| Although title directly implies that 

this is a thrill-chill melodrama, and 
| tag will catch plenty of customers in | 
| spots where such fare is accepted, 
| picture is more of a clinical adven- 
| ture. Picture’s b.o. success will be 

in direct proportion to exploitation 
| of the title in each individual situa- 


for the regular runs. 

Erich von Streheim plays a scien- 
tist conducting research on keeping 
the brain alive after death. Vera 
| Hruba Ralston and Richard Arien 
are his two assistants in an Arizona 
‘desert castle. 

Miss Hruba, former iceskating star, 
makes bid for dramatic buildup here, 
but is handicapped by role. Arlen 
is okay while Von Stroheim is most 
prominent. 

Story unfolds at a stolid pace, with 
too few suspenseful episodes. Pro- 
duction shows substantial expendi- 
ture. Walt: 


and several flashbacks to give on- | 


the | 


| Trail Blazers 
|nard) to cope with desperadoes try- 
| ing 


} + ars Clive Brook, 


| 


| 


tion, but at best it’s a dual supporter | 


Miniature Reviews 


“It Happened Tomorrew” 
(UA). Escapist comedy-drama; 
good audience reaction. 

“Up In Mabel’s Reom” 
Should fare well in duals. 

“Ladies ourageous’ ‘U). 
Cinema dramatics of femme 
ferry pilets needs exploitation 
hype te catch nominal biz. 

“The Lady and the Menster” 
‘Rep). More clinical research 
than horror in so-so meller, 
Needs plenty of exploitation. 

“The Memphis Belle” «WAC- 
Par). Fine documentary. 

“Westward Beund” (Mono). 
Okay dual stagecoacher featur- 
ing Ken Maynard, Hoot Gibson 
and Bob Steele 

“Heroes Are Made” (Artkino). 
Dramatic, Soviet-made portrayal 
of a youthful revolutionary’s de- 
velopment; moderate b.o. 


(UA). 


Memphis Belle 
(DOCUMENTARY) 


“Memphis Belle” is a timely dedi- 
cation te the U. S. Army Eighth Air 
Force, 41 minutes of thrilling film 
that will bring home to the nation’s 
audiences exactly what our flyers 
are up against on European bombing 
missions. 

Details of these missions. namely 
their planning by army strategists 
and the actual flights over Germany 
itself. are all vividly, excitingly doc- 
umented. in color, and it has an im- 
pact that is equally compelling. 
Footage was taken by a camera crew 
of three Air Force officers headed 
by Lt. Col. William Wyler and in- 
cluding Major William C. Clothier 
and the late Lt. Harold Tannenbaum. 
Latter, a veteran of the last war, 
joined up in this one at the age of 
47 and lost his life while on a flight 
taking films incorporated in this pic- 
ture. 

Titled after a Flying Fortress which 
returned from 25 missions over Eu- 
rope, “Memphis Belle” has two 
climaxes: one, an explanation by nar- 
rator Ed Kern, of the OWI, with the 


;use of a map. of how six different 
| flights are sent out 


from English 
bases to divide up Nazi defenses and 
lessen the risk of the mission; the 
other, films of the planes and their 
crews after they return from one of 
the raids, with many crewmen hurt 
and many of the planes shot up so 
badly it is surprising they returned 
at all. 

Paramount will distribute the pic- 
ture, starting in April, to the nation’s 
film houses through the War Activ- 
ities Committee. Sten. 


Westward Beund 


Monogram release of Robert 
duction. Stars Ken Maynard, 
nd Bob Steele. 


Story 


Tansey pro- 
Hoot Gibson 
Directed by Robert Tansey. 
and sereenplay, Frances Kavanaugh; 


camera, Marcel Le Pieard: editor, John C, 
Fuller. At New York theatre, N. Y., week 
of March 14, ‘44 dual. Running time, 
54 MINS. 

Enid Barrett... Betty Miles 
Roger Caldwell...............Harry Woods 
Hemry Wagner. Karl Hackett 
TUCO. ..Hal Priee 


Featuring Ken Maynard, Hoot Gib- 
son and Bob Steele, “Westward 
Bound” is a fast mustanger for duals. 

Yarn concerns the efforts of the 
(Steele, Gibson, May- 


to victimize ranchers of their 
property. But, as usual, Maynard, 
Gibson and Steele beat them to the 
draw. 

Script. direetion and camera work 
are par for this type of fare. 


@n Approval 
(BRITISH-MADE) 

London, Feb. 26. 
production and release. 
Beatrice Tillie. Directed 
Adapted from Frederick 
Clive Brook. Camera, 
At Leicester Square the- 


Gaumont-British 


by Clive Brook. 
Lonsdiule’s play by 
(. Friese-Cireene. 


atre, Lenden. Running time, 80 MINS. 
Duke of Bristol........ Clive Brook 
Moria Wish . Beatrice Lillie 
on Googie Withers 
fara Hi: Roland Culver 
Parkes... -Lawrence Hanray 
Mra. Mason 
Landlord........« come Hay Petrie 


Cleverest thing about: this film is a 
trick opening sequence and an equal- 
ly unconventional finish. Otherwise, 
the Frederick Lonsdale play not only 
does not lend itself to the screen, but 
it has too mueh chatter between the 
four principals. When Clive Brook 
as Duke of Bristol] is not playing the 
silly ass with Roland Culver, his 
bachelor pal, Beatrice Lillie is en- 


gaging in Victorian misbehavior with 


| Googie Withers, her rich American 


girl friend. Presence of Clive Brook 
and Beatrice Lillie may help put this 
over in U. S., but even then only for 
very mild returns. 


“On Approval” was not only pro- 


| duced and directed by Brook, but he 


made the screen adaptation. So he 
gets any kudos attached to the smart 
opening. There’s also novel treat- 
ment of the story, but it is doubtful 
if any director could make this out- 
dated tale convincing to 1944 audi- 
ences. By the sameé-teken not one of 


the principals is able to bring reality 
to their reles. Admittedly “daring” 
for end of last century, it is patently 
dull today. And it is not even funny. 

After the drawn-out plot develop- 
ment, the final pungent wise cracks 
only serve to emphasize the dullness 
of what has gone before. 


Herves Are Made 
(SOVIET-MADE) 


Artkino release of Mark Donskoy produc- 
tion. Stars V. Perist-Petvrenko, D. Sagal, 
Fedoteva;: features V. Bubnov, V. Kras- 
nuvitsky, A. Dunaysky, A. Khvilia.  B. 
Runghe, V. Balashev. Directed by Mark 
Donskey, Serveenplay, Mark Donskoy, based 
on novel by Nikelai Ostrovsky: music, L. 
Sehwiurts ximera, B. Moenastirsky: English 


titles, (herles Clement. At Stanley theatre, 


Mareh 10, ‘44 Running time, 76 
MINS. 

Pavel V. Perist-Petrenka 
Artem Ve Bubnov 
German OWleer Krasnovitsky 
Seryozha.. TT B. Runghe 
Victor V. Balashov 


Filming of a 14-yvear-old’s revolu- 
tionary development provides intense 
drama hampered by technical defi- 
ciencies. Film's appeal will be re- 
stricted to those whe avidly follow 
the Soviet releases. 


Yarn deals with a young kitchen 
boy in a railroad buffet who. through 
the example of a partisan sailor 
leader, turns to active opposition of 
German occupation, 1918 vintage. 
Boy organizes a youthful under- 
ground but is forced to leave his 
friends when he helps the sailor to 
escape the pelice. He joins the Red 
Army and takes part in the rescue 
of these same friends who are caught 
in the interim and sentenced to be 
hanged. Adolescent love affair which 
develops into the real thing with 
growing maturity, provides the ro- 
mantic relief. Turo. 


Candlelight in Aigeria 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, March 1. 


British T.ion production and release. Stars 


James Mason, Carla Lehmann, Walter 
Riila. Direeted by George King. Screen- 
play by Brock Williams, Katherine Strueby 
from story by Derethy Hope: camera, Otto 
Heller, Gus Drisse, Patrick Gay. At Hegal, 
London, uvting Feb, 18. Running time, 
85 MIN 

Alan de James Mason 
Susan Ann Foaster......e-..- Carla Lehmann 
Vem: Raymond Lovell 
Stamp-Taylor 
W aiter Rilla 
Henri de lange. ‘Lealle Bradley 
Police Commissioner......... Michel Morel 
General Mark Clark.......... Bart Norman 


Events move so quickly in wartime | 
that so-called big events become 
quickly outdated. That's what has 
happened with this film. The hush- 
hush activities and spy _ intrigues 
leading up to General Mark Clark’s 
secret disembarkation from a British 
submarine to a meeting of allied 
chiefs on the deserted North African 
coast prior to the Anglo-American 
invasion there form the basic plot. 

A year ago that would have made 
a timely theme, but not today. De- 
spite the theme, its chances in U. S. 
appear slim even on duals, the all- 
British cast being an obvious handi- 
cap. This is more melodrama than 
a war story about an 
event in the North 


Carla Lehmann is efficient as the 


unwilling accomplice of the British- | 
role is | 


er (James Mason). Nice 
played by Pamela Stirling as French 
grisette, who gives her life more for 
love of the hero than love of France. 


Walter Rilla also scores, while 
Mason is okay, if a bit dour as ihe 
British officer. Backgrounds are 
adequate, but not outstanding. 
Clem. 


Fitzgerald Out on Bail 
After Collision Death 


Los Angeles, March 21. 

Barry Fitzgerald, screen actor, was 
freed on $2,000 bail following his 
arrest after a motor accident in 
which Mrs. Mary A. Farrar, 87, was 
killed. 

Fitzgerald was charged with negli- 
fence, but was not under the in- 
fluence of liquor, according to the 
police, 


Kazan Starts ‘Tree’ Chore 


Hollywood, March 21. 
Elia Kazan checked in at 20th-Fox 
to start preliminary work on “A Tree 
Grows in Brooklyn,” his first chore 
under his new contract as director. 
Picture, based on the best-selling 
novel, will be produced by Louis D. 
Lighton. 


ALBANY MGR. AVERTS PANIC 


Albany, March 21. 

Quick work by Leo Rosen, man- 
ager of Strand here, last week pre- 
vented a possible panic when smoke 
filled the theatre from a fire off- 
Stage. While 1,200 were watching a 
wartime melodrama, smoke began 
filtering into auditorium. 

The lights went on, and Manager 
Rosen announced from the Stage 
that a slight fire backstage caused 
the smoke and asked them to file 
out quietly. 


outstanding | 
African invasion. | 


Indpls. Hit By Taxes; 
‘Bernadette’ N.S.G. At 
186, ‘Heart’ OK 1236 


Indianapolis, March 21, 

The tax collector has put a damper 
on film trade here this week. Hard. 
est hit is “Song of Bernadette,” which 
opened weakly at advanced prices at 
Cirele. “Purple Heart” is sturdy at 
Indiana. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 75-1.10) 
—"‘ Bernadette” (20th). Opened slowly 
for probable $18,000, far below hopes, 
Last week, “In Our Time” (WB) and 

“Swing Time Johnny” (U) at 55c top, 
fair $10,700. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,300; 30-50) 
—“Purple Heart” (20th) and “My 
Best Gal” (Rep). Oke $12,500. Last 
week, “Jane Eyre” (20th) and “Hat- 
check Honey” (RKO), strong $14,000, 

Keith’s (Indie) (1,200; 30-55)— 
“Going Spanish” (Indie) and vaude, 
Solid $5,500 in four-day run. Last 
week, “Iraq” (WB) and vaude, nice 
$5.000 for same time. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,450; 30-50)— 
“Bridge San Luis Rey” (UA) and 
“Yanks Ahoy” (UA). Fair $10,500. 

“None Shall Escape” 


Last week, 
“Klondike Kate” (Col), 


(Col) and 
fine $12,000. 

Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1.600; 30-50)— 
“Frisco Kid” (WB) (reissue) and 
“Coastal Command” (WB). Sturdy 
$8,500. Last week, “Gung Ho” (U) 
and “Moonlight Vermont” (U), dandy 
$5,400 for moveover. 


‘Lifeboat’ $9,500 Tops 
Mont’l; ‘Ledger’ Big 7',G 


Montreal. March 21. 
“Lifeboat,” at Capitol, looks ace 
new entry, but “The Lodger” is not 
far off pace at the smaller Princess, 
Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-62 )—‘‘North. 
ern Pursuit” (RKO) (2d wk). Point- 
ing to smart $7,500 after smash $10,- 
000 opener. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-62)—‘Life- 


boat” (20th) and “Weekend Pass” 
(U). Snappy $9,500. Last week, 
“Crazy House” (U) and “Timber 


Queen” (Par), fine $8,500. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-67 )—‘“Curie” 
(M-G) (3d wk). Great $9,000 after 
smash $11,000 second stanza. 

Princess (CT) (2.300: 30-52)— 
“Lodger” (20th) and “Good Fellows” 
(Par). Okay $7,500 ahead. Last week, 
“Calling Dr. Death” (U) and “Lucky 
a Mr. Smith” (Par), good $6,- 
| Strand (United Amusements) (713; 
| 35- 45 )\—“‘Sweethearts U.S.A.” (Mono) 
| and “Secret Service” «Mono). Neat 
| $3.800. Last week, “Paper Bullets” 
(PRC) and “Queen Broadway” 
(PRC), trim $4,000. 

Orpheum (CT) (1.100; 30-60)—“In- 
termezzo” (UA) (reissue) and “Sail- 
or’s Holiday” (Col). Nifty $3.500. 
Last week, repeat “Old Oklahoma” 
(Rep) and “Swing Time Johnny” 
(U), big $2,800. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 30- 
40)—“L’'Immigrante” and “Sur le 
| Plancher des Vaches.” Average $4.- 
000 ahead. Last week, “Le Quai des 
Brumes” and “Le Grand Elan,” nice 
$4,500. 


Picture Grosses 
| Continued from page 14 


CINCINNATI 


Last week, “Bernadette” 
(20in} (4th wk), eight aays (75- 
| $1.10), good $11,000. 
Family (RKO) (1,000; 
“Drifter” (PRC) and “Lady 
split with “Sailor’s 


tress” (Indie) 

Holiday” (Col) and “Escape to 
Danger” (RKO). Average $2,600. 
|Same last week on “Swing Out 
Blues” (Col) and “Return Strangers” 
(Col) divided with “Voodoo Man” 
(Mono) and “Riders Deadline” (UA). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 35-65)—“Ali 
Baba” (U) (2d wk). Modest $6,000 
after hefty $11,500 first week. 

Keith’s (United) (1,500; 35-65)— 
“Guy Named Joe” (M-G). Holdin 
for second week on moveover. Al 
— $5,000 after tall $7,500 for third 
sesh. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-65)—‘“‘None 
Shall Escape” (Col) (2d wk). Ne 
complaints at $5,000 on heels of fine 
$10,000 kickoff. 


$9,000. 


25-35 )— 
in Dis- 


Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-65)—“In 
Our Time” (WB). Mild $10,000. Last 
week, (RKO), swell 


“Up in Arms” 
$15,500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100: 35-65)—‘‘Up 
in Arms” (RKO). Moveover. Hotsy 
$8,500. Last week, “Jane Eyre” 
(20th) (2d run), fair $5,000. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


Love” (Par) and “Racket Man” (Col) 
(2d wk), nice $10,000 in six days. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,000; 40-75)— 
“Lifeboat” (20th) and “Career Girl’ 
(PRC). Average $12,000. Last week 
(75-$1.10) “Bell Tolls” (Par), fancy 
$15,000 in four days of second week. 

Oriental (H-E) (2,040; 40-75)— 
“Lifeboat” (20th) and “Career Girl” 
(PRC), Good $5,200. Last week, “No 
Time Love” (Par) and “Racket Man” 
(Col), oke $3,500 in five days of 
second week. 

Playhouse (H-E) (1,200; 40-75)— 
“Where Are Children?” (Mono) and 
“Chan Secret Service” (Mono) (3d 
wk). Okay $3,500. Last week, brisk 
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House Reviews 


land grimaces to help sell her stint 


| sesh to curry plenty favor, 


failed to work at opener, but Smeck 
carried it off in showmanly fashion. 

Three Swifts toss Irdian clubs and 
| gags at each other in tasty juggling 
and Con- 


ight Club Reviews 


Peters Sisters (3) who 


Wedgwood Reom,. N. ¥ hefty 


State, N. ¥. - 
Molly Picon, Peg Leg Bates. Re land had to beg off after three en- lent brothers tap out a si@ably brisk . 
: Kelioe (8), Gauti er's Stee} lechas cores at show caught. She opens| for the star. Miss Raye does (WALDORF-ASTORIA) I than Shoes 
aceable : Mr. aganini and 00-Shoo-Baby 
Gene Baylos, Stardusters with June | and fol- Corinna Mura, Paul Draper, Leo|“Why Do You Pass Me By" A 
Hutton (4). Ruby Zwerling House | ows With ey Lordy, Mama. | a BABS | Reisman and Mischa Borr Bands; $2 | F } i arle 
Orch: “Rid High” lecores are a comic bit about an epera | postures. She tastefully re- | couvert 
43... star. “Darktown Strutters’ Ball” and | frains from laying on the overseas | | variations, of course), a touch of 
HOV. Street Jive.” Male vocals are stuff. and what she does say has in Wh Paul Draner | Gilbert & Sullivan via “Poor Little 
lukewarm treatment by Tony | Consequence all the or mpact Paul Draper gets down to Buttercup. rhe heftiest of the 
Rather n given lukewarm treatment Dy Tony | more impact. | his 
Rather mild unit here currently, “Couldn't Sleep a| Audience goes big for her Elie, | rempleton-in-taps medley, ltrio is a particularly good comedy 
indifferent at best and disap@pinting | ging jan audience- ation, rangi x | foi 
>| Wink” and “Star Eyes 4 -—a } pation, ranging il. 
its worst. Molly Picon fares well | Donegan, classical swin Maiigy to avel’s Bernie. West, doubling from 
with her tailor-made singing Impres- | pianist, is a free-wheeling driver Oriental. Chi “Bolero,” hereallysgets to h® cus- | Early Bed,” another niter® 
oe sions of Manhattan sidelights. Un- bow haybontd. ope ac Pos ae 4 Chicago, March 18. | tome rs, especially on a cafe floor. ‘novelty with his satirical burlesques 
touch on the classics | Jan Garber Orch (6) with Liz Up to that point he is very con- of the femme torchers, “Invitation 
sidewalks of New York idiom 'audiences like. and her swing Tilton, Bob Davis; Jackie Green, | rtesque with his taps to tunes like | to a Dance,’ Macdonald-Eddy, med- 
tered nicely with a generous audi-| 4) the body sine sells itself. Turn is Blair & Dean, West & Lexing; “Frisco Lecuona’s “Malaguena” and ex-jley of old. jokes, ete. West resur- 
ence. She encores with another in- sells S Kid’ (WB). |cerpts from Brahms and Mozkowski. rects a Durantean technique of en- 
| Golden Gate Quartet switches the | A hoofer to longhair music is good listing a busboy for comedy stooge- 
eg Leg Bates. familiar to vaude | ie rhythm Se a ae With his stvle switch, Jan Garber showmanship before the platform | ing, and he gets a lot out of it. Max- 
ences through frequent bookings — customers—and Draper has done} ine Sullivan toplines and boffs pe r 
jin the N. Y. sector. is as always as |, very well in that field, partnered | usual She's been her 
| From Me,” “Old Time Religie soxers and has built a neat swing | + pe rec sual. She’s been here on a mara- 
a gine ta tee better “Blind Barnabas” to ar moda outfit that can hand it out hot or | With Larry Adler on the harmonica | thon run and seemingly rates as a 
ingle many jive hoofers, complete bill, | sweet. However it’s hot most of the but in a saloon like the Waldort’s perennial fave with her own style 
His sta ndard, | nockabout antics and comic phi time, Opener being “Dogpatch.” a it comes off better when | of sweet-swing vocalizing. Abel 
er] ind acrobatics, CleV-| stint drew big response and en- | concoction, other numbers | down to “Surrey With the | 
b: ern the peg leg as a lever and | cores . Brog being cut to fit running time. Bob Fringe” and the al fresco medley, ° 
_ Gar Si al act jpen- virtuoso of his specializec 
= ing spot. including both dogs and Keith's. Indplts. trombone, atid Bill Kieeb, trumpet, terps. He does his with 
is also a long-time standard Indi Unetion and grace, and his manner | Philadelphia, March 18. 
that department. Beebe’s B ings. This group is heard in “My of announcing—which, almost | Henny Youngman, Cantu, Hilda 
rents turns on the bill lve ec 3 re te nde rs, rl) Weart Tells Me” and stormy | everybod) knows by now, has also Andre Sisters, Neil (Sonny) Fon- 
are new to local audiences and are |+ organ, Wilkie & Dare, LaForin Sis- | wea - The harmonizing heat been ihe means of curing his stut-|taine, Eddie DeLuca Orch (7), Vin 
r¢ viewed separate Iv under New Acts. | lé rs. Bob Rollins; “Going Spanish” | oxay. a an acceptable baritone tering marks him well for the | cert Rizzo Orch (4), Bubbles Shel- 
aap a" Kehoe and his marimba | (Indie) val mene good mitt for his. efforts. showman that he is. by; no cover, dinners, $1.75 up 
ook as hey have been around. } <eith's is making the best of Fer sngexican Hayride.” gets to ‘em| “ol girl” } 
The Stardusters, vocal quartet with | tough break that pe Fern indo Valley and “Do Nothin when she goes her | 7 he glamout girl’ line, once the 
June Hutton, have | vhen one Of for click effects. vhen she goes into her standard | trademark of Jack Lynch's shows 
l ton, have been in —, Stanley Beebe's bears took a_ bite Blair and Dean and Jackie Green self-guitaring specialty. The open-j|has been eliminated in the current 
: Mori. out of a leg and sent that} just out of the Rio Cabana, repeat ing tune, trom the Mike Todd pro- | Walton Roof layout. Chief reason is 
—---—— ot just before | theiy pight club successes. Their hae her off too} difficulty in obtaining lookers who 
the opening. re act goes on with- | ;} strongly, he “Si Vv.” 1 ea lance 
Washinaton, Mare | Kress number and a polka are oe ;entforcement of the 2 a.m. curfew 
: irch 16. |Kress (Mrs. Beebe) gives a lecture yatching her vith | 
cture | pio} int matching her odd-looking coiff with | have also brought 
Mary Raye & Naldi, Wally West, | highly relished by the customers. . . ~ = | Mave als rought a drop in business 
! est, |on the care and feeding of the pets ithe wild Afro-Cubi tempos. ¢ 
Frencisco & Dolor an 4 2 petS Team has a classy appearance and | : o-Cubano tempos, com- | so no line for the moment 
is ores. Sam Jack (and tells of recent experienc a as assy appearance and ru 
Kaufman's House Orch, Lynn | lecati execute nifts dance patterns with | pe; afe floor. Henny, Youngman currently top 
son; “Bridge of § } Alli cation with Hope and Crosby in} cace and precision. Jacki ne , | Pe usual, of course, Leo Reisman’s | the sh te tly tops 
i ) ie 99 as a aekie | > show, perfor is charac 
(UA) tan ] tees off with a few stories before } and accomps for the | teristic 
emeee, takes up the slack in running show are solid-Jackson, Reisman | a ith 
n okav pre Mes which include Jolson, Cantor, a bur- i 
prelude to the show is hich three men lured from the sque on Mr. Antho showmanly values. Mischa Borr’s He has added a wad of new ma- 
by Sam Jack Kaufman's |@udience model ladies’ hats tor’ going “Tt Did Cc vony, Ink Spots | ensemble relief band likewise goes | terial to his stint which is fresh and 
fe who open with “Holiday laughs. and toppings |with the Waldorf lease when _ it | guflaw-getting. He is still a master 
i Strings.” which gives the violin} _LaForm_ Sisters get a hand for “ed ae Jimmy Durante. Had | comes to the waltz and tango sets jt squelching hecklers as evidenced 
a to shine, also Lynn | their swell tricks on the high tra- | Weet Abel, | >y_his trigger quick ad libs which 
n’s Jerome Kern vocal with |peze. catching plenty of kudos in) und Lexing register with | jquieted noisy ringsiders when 
dressing by Lee Hardesty. | their spectacular windmill finale and burly caught. 
and apt Sisclose Franciset gan palm. | baldheaded Le Slapsy Manxie’s. L. A. New here is Hilda, pert, expert 
: balancing feats on | Pleasantly occupied with s at j . ‘Ay 
a perch. Tricks are nicely so heat et ice : ick palm-| of talk, song and funny pieces of Los Angeles, March 14. jJuggler, who formerly worked as 
are nicely sold by olf lighted cigarettes, ping pong | assistant to her weil-kn i 
# curvaceous gal in revealing cos- | balls and scarfs. His smoothness auniness, has the customers laugh- | Joe E. Lewis, Patti Moore, Bewny | Trixie. Hilda, a e¢ ‘lv ; own sister, 
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©pen with a medley on Pape Y ho Prpaedan, i ic a burlesque of Frank | troduced by Ayres as his probable zaney trio of Patti Moore, Benny Havana-Madrid. N. Y. 
ze box |Sinatra. F wers “The Voice” | successor if. al Lessy Tomack N 
and sax. Th ollowers of “The Voice uccessor if and whe , deo dne | Lessy and Sid Tomack, who take Raul & Eva Raves, Nestor Cl ‘es 
standa ond applauded routine. | baton for a gun a few weeks hence care of the blackouts upstairs over Padilla Sisters (2), Line (8), Jose 
instruments. Joe ae OF | ave Apollon, working with three | Mitch brings her forward to le the band. Phil Harris airs his|Curbelo Orch (10), Cojito Orch (8) 
€ Franklin works | musicians ay ‘ ead ay ’ J 
with three small, well tenis is a wizard at timing, |crew in “Body and Soul” and she |! larynx when he isn’t beating time $2.50-$3.50. 
pooches for big response ainec ” his jokes to the best effect, Goes a neat job of selling. and if he isn’t careful they'll be Pies 
© contest winners Hele in nice- ombo carries two vocalists, Dick him the new Bert Williams. Lat t lay t t thi B 
Nies aps inio comedy. n between they ver a “ntrepreneur Si Wis asn't | HALES ayout a ‘oadway 
o la Nic Ss. tapsters, step out with | mix in some fine od ane tuth McCullough. preneur Sam Lewis hasn't Latin Oasis is mainly } 
&@ fast hoofing routine : 7 BUF ne melody using Man | Jt ve crooner gets a healthy quota of efiected tails or a white tie vet but 44 asis IS Malnty 1oldover, only 
Next-to-closing goes to Wally = guitar and bass viol. A solid |Squeals with “Speak Low” and “My it must be coming. The awning out | & es act in show being the Raul & 
Overme n. who uses colored pe | — a Heart Tells Me” while the attrac- front now carries a coat of arms and sont Rayes terp duo. Latter are 
produce quick landscapes and oad Pos hd of ane are introduced in a | tive Miss McCullough chirps “No the menu lists such entries as poulet hosing ling from Mike Todd's “Mexi- 
caiures. of nift atmosphere, with a number Lovin’, No Nothin’” and “Besame de dande aux giblets, pommes de | Hayride” and provide the high- 
f Radcliffe & Jenkins. mixed sev: jof ni y acro tricks. Roxyettes return | Mucho,” to draw audience admira- terre a la neige, petit pois francaise | watel mark in the half-hour revue. 
cuo. combine pop music 2 th sepia as Ring Masters” to go through a) uon. and filet de sole fritt a langlaise. Nestor Chavres, Mex singing impor- 
ed v biz effectively. They Gee ier Givens roatine. rhis is 45 minutes of Eleanor Teeman displays talented Slapsy’s has come a long way since | tation and the Padilla Sisters, 
wae Goes My Heart” ; nd Pe Sa 7 a revue. well lighted and taps to make a worthw hile single for they broke down the wall of a Chi- | ranchero vocalists, are the holdovers 
: be “Paper Doll.” Woman is cad pert Arke. any bill nese laundry to put in more tables. along with the musical ensembles. 
; man is go The aves air rar 
©n the ivories. while the man ‘esol Wally Ward keeps the house Helm. The Rayes pair warm up with a 
3 Oice changes are moot} = I : pleases them with his piano pl: s | lit on all cylinders with a take-off 
al mooth oston. Mar - IS plano playing. Le » 
Nice houses opening dav. Earl | Boston, Ma ch 7. He forte with. the black and e Ruban ae, N. We on a Model Ford complete with 
Martha Raye. Roy Smeck. Winter Making one wish he'd lay off the| , Peters Sisters (3), Bernie West sound effects and_ terpsichorean 
Orpheum 4A bem Flit Brothere;} trifle more in favor of Imogene Coca, Maxine Sullivan, Routine is sock and ad- 
Kick Bue Me y lint’s Orch: Nine Girls providing additional. ear appeal Julius Monk, Herman Chittison: $2- ditional business of gal mussing hail 
Rit ( T with June $3 minimum. of middle-aged ringsider added to the 
onu Jenk ( comedy 
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What Happened on Guadalcanal on The Night of 
October 1, 1943? 
On this hot black night, 62 movie shows were presented 
on Guadalcanal alone. And 7 days after the beachhead on 
Bougainville was made, the men who took those bloody 
beaches saw a recent Hollywood production. 


the Straight 
Overseas Morale: 


HE above advertising, to tell the public what 

the Motion Picture Industry and the Army 
Overseas Motion Picture Service are doing “be- 
hind the scenes,” is appearing during March in 
the following publications: 


Boston Globe. N. Y. Times, N. Y. Herald Tribune, 
Wall Street Journal, St. Louis Globe Democrat, 
San Francisco Chronicle, Cincinnati Inquirer, 
Washington D. C. Post, Philadelphia Inquirer, Los 
Angeles Examiner, Chicago Sun, Chicago Daily 


Publishers of True Confessions, Movie Story and Motion Picture 
take large advertising space Coast-to-Coast in 19 Big City Newspa- 
pers and Trade Magazines, To Reveal How Armed Forces Abroad 
See New Hollywood Productions—Often Ahead of Broadway 


News, Printers’ Ink, Advertising and Selling, Ad- 
vertising Age, Tide, Sales Management, Westera 
Advertising, The Advertiser. 


* * 


FAWCETT PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
Paramount Building, N. Y. 
True Confessions, Motion Picture, Movie Story, 


Life Story, Mechanix Mlustrated, Fawcett 
Magazine Comics, True, Startling Detective. 


I 
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» 4 
5 
21 
* 
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| 
pbout 
In ghout him, you wonder what movies 
he sees Does he cee only “old pictures? The 
\characte® we ones YoU saw rogetner peiore Peatl Harbor? We 
now tell No matter where he 155 he 
peaders~ , seeing rhe same pictures you see at your local 
Moti Pi even & world premieres 
otion The Army overseas Motion Picture Services 
Unit, Mechant* which chooses the films from all Hollywood 
\ to 93,137 08 product cees t0 yhat. 5° relax: Your boy 
a ceas 3S getting the best of the movie pill of 
&§ 11,690 20 {ares and probably. cees more pictures than yous 
Sawcett mage 
1,046,097 gACTS HIS MORALE: 
9 we deliver e 630 god overseas men in yniiorm e Of the original 1000 fims rented 
he most see jatest Hollywood movies each by the Army 3° an emergency, meas’ 
g rates are night, aamission® free! ure just giter Pear! Plarbor, ay) are 
Example: On Oct: 1, 1945+ 1269 circulation sproad— 
n our ™ shows were presented Army manding omcers the poys Want 
( for yout camps around rhe globes 62 on to keeP them: 
ican or yout ~ \ e S ‘\ A 
daar” Cuadalcan? glone- urveys prove mail movies 
put no e Movies were chown she 2 leadine ove 
ville days giter the beachhead American® move into formet Axis 
4 e The 19,000th free qlm of the pice areas» available pictures are carried 
NC. piit to phe War De- in and chown as soon as possible; 
~ 360 North partment was deli ered tO Lt. Gen pending arrival ol latest 
14, eral Somervell February 1944. releases: 
send Co. 
7 Spwnsend P.S- You se& he’s well taken care Of In prov \pility> the new picture 
\ you last night 18 one he 3° seeing too. here a Wal on, and global 
isnt always periects The motion picture qurns the 
_ gjims er to rhe Army New York and irom there they rushed to 
pe a your boy _ wherever he is! 
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I have faith in the common people 
—tell the people the truth. and the 
nation will be saved. 
Tee Motion Picture Alliance for the Preservation 
of American Ideals has had no communication in any form with United | 
States Senator Robert Rice Reynolds, nor with any other member of ¥ 
Congress. 
j The Motion Picture Alliance never has authorized the writing of 
j any letter to Senator Reynolds. 
| The Motion Picture Alliance has no knowledge of who may have 
written to Senator Reynolds. 
i Any statements made, or any letters written by the Alliance have 
been and will be signed by the members of its Executive Committee. 
- In the American system, there is no place for anonymous charges. 2 
. The constitution which at any time exists till 
| changed by an explicit and authentic act of 
the whole people is sacredly obligatory on all. 
WASHINGTON 
Onur purposes are to uphold the American way of 
life, on the screen and among screen workers; to educate, not to smear. i 


We seek to make a rallying place for the vast, silent majority of 
our fellow workers; to give voice to their unwavering loyalty to demo- 
cratic forms and so to drown out the highly vocal, lunatic fringe of 
dissidents; to present to our fellow countrymen the vision of a great 
American industry united in upholding the American faith. 


These are our purposes. We have no others. 


MOTION PICTURE ALLIANCE FOR THE PRESERVATION 
AMERICAN IDEALS 


OFFICERS 


SAM WOOD, President 


WALT DISNEY, First Vice-President LOUIS D. LIGHTON, Secretary 
CEDRIC GIBBONS, Second Vice-President CLARENCE BROWN, Treasurer 
NORMAN TAUROG, Third Vice-President GEORGE BRUCE, Executive Secretary 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
JAMES K. McGUINNESS, Cheirman 


BORDON CHASE FRED NIBLO, JR. HARRY RUSKIN 


CARL COOPER OSCAR S. OLDKNOW MORRIE RYSKIND 
VICTOR FLEMING CLIFF REID JOSEPH P. TUOHY = 
ARNOLD GILLESPIE WALTER A. REDMOND KING VIDOR | 
FRANK GRUBER CASEY ROBINSON ROBERT M. W. VOGEL 
; : RUPERT HUGHES HOWARD EMMETT ROGERS GEORGE WAGGNER 
BERT KALMAR LELA E. ROGERS 


F 


| 
f 
5 


Wednesday, ‘March 22; 1911 


VARIETY 


23 


WPB Okays New Phoenix 800-Seater: 
Briefs of Theatres and Exchanges 


Phoenix, Ariz., March 21. 

War Production Board okayed con- 
struction of a new 800-seater by 
Walter Gregg, operator of the Rex 
theatre. 

House will be the second new one 
in Phoenix since the war started. 
Fox-West Coast recently drew per- 
mission to build a 700-seater for use 
as a move-over for its Fox de luxe 


theatre. 


Silverman’s New House 
Los Angeles, March 21. 

Saul Silverman bought the Majes- 
tic, 600-seat first run house in Santa 
Monica, from Mrs. Christine Armour 
at an undisclosed price. Silverman 
also holds a partnership in the Cren- 
shaw theatre, L. A. 


Johnstown’s Mers. Ass'n 
Johnstown, Pa., March 21. 

Managers of town’s 14 theatres met 
last week and organized the Johns- 
town Theatre Managers Ass’n, the 
purpose of which is the coordination 
of public service of all community 
show houses. Association intends to 
play an active part in such projects 
as war loan drives, Red Cross and 
similar undertakings. 

Leo M. Conrad, manager of the 
Embassy, was elected president, and 
Harry Finley, manager of the Holly- 
wood, secretary-treasurer. 


Metro’s Six Femme Managers 

Due to manpower shortage, Metro 
has pressed six women into service 
as exchange office managers, latest 
appointment being Lila Goodin, 
who's been attached to San Fran- 
cisco exchange several years. 

Other femme managers previously 
set are Mrs. Amy Sinclair, Kansas 
City; Miss M. M. Ryan, Buffalo; Mrs. 
Blanche Carr, Charlotte; Mrs. E. 
Mitchell, Memphis, and Mrs. Hazel 
Anderson, Omaha. 


Republic Renews Sheffield 

Republic Pictures has renewed 
franchise agreement with J. T. Shef- 
field, covering Seattle, Portland, Salt 
Lake City and Denver. 

George Gomperts, 20th-Fox ex- 
ploiteer in Philadelphia, has been 
moved to N. Y. homeoffice to head 
pressbook department for company. 
He supplants Christy Wilbert, who 
goes into Navy, March 13. 

Mike Weiss has been named by 
Rodney Bush, 20th exploitation man- 
ager, to take over the Philly spot for- 
merly held by Gomperts. 


Murphy Upped at U. 

James H. Murphy, formerly as- 
sistant to F. T. Murray, manager 
Universal branch operations, ele- 
re post of personnel director 
nN. Y. 


Classics Cashing In 
Cashing in on Academy Award to 
Paul Lukas, Film Classics is releas- 
ing “Lady Vanishes,” in reissue. This 
stars Lukas. RKO already has booked 
the picture to play its Brooklyn 
houses starting this week. 


O’Donnell’s New Berth 
Philadelphia, March 21. 
Vincent O'Donnell, RKO office 
manager here, named company New 
Jersey salesman. Replaces Jack En- 
gel, who recently resigned to head 
Film Classics exchange here. Addie 
Gottschalk is new RKO office man- 


ager. 
RKO branch 


Charles Zagrans, 
Manager, appointed distributor 


mittee this area. Replaces Robert 
Lynch, Metro boss. 

Edward Emanuel is new booker 
for the Jay Emanuel theatres. Goes 
in for Dave Melen, due to be in- 
ducted, 


New House for Pitt 
Pittsburgh, Maren 21. 

WPB has approved construction 
plans for new theatre in Greenville, 
Pa., by Blatt Brothers. House, to be 
1.200-seater; would be near Camp 
Reynolds. 
_ Walter Kessler, manager of Loew's 
in Canton, O., discharged from Army 
because of eye infection and back 
with Loew’s. 


Femme Manager in Waterloo 
Waterloo, Ia., March 21. 

Miss Bea Reisner of Waterloo new 
manager Palace here; succeeds Wil- 
liam S. Collier. She's Waterloo’s 
first femme theatre manager. 

Len Freid, new manager Para- 
mount here, replaces Maurice Crew, 
now in Army. Fried formerly man- 
aged Time theatre, Rochester, Minn. 


Campbell Sells Out 
Handley, Texas, Maren 21. 
The Gem _ here purchased’ by 
Charles B. Terry, local merchant, 
from P. L. Campbell. Campbell about 
to enter the service, which prompted 
the sale. 


Gehring Again Heads Club 

William C. Gehring, 20th-Fox west- 
ern sales manager, reelected presi- 
dent of the Fox Family Club. Other 
officers of the home office club in- 
clude Tom Connors, first vice-presi- 
dent; Lew Lehr, second v.p.; Jack 
Sichelman, third v.p.; Harry Rein- 
hardt, treasurer, and Elsie Boland 
Collins, secretary. 

Following the elections 16 war 
bonds were awarded to members of 
the club, with Stella Sidel, secretary 
to Andy Smith, Jr., receiving one 
for $500 on basis of the balloting. 


| Argentina 


Continued from page 1 


by Caesor Marcos, acting secretary- 
general of De Especiaculos Publicos, 
the bureau of the government hav- 
ing jurisdiction over films and other 
amusements. 

Unknown what reaction among 
U. S. companies will be, but it had 
been felt that there would be grad- 
ual easing of censorship regulations 
following the Argentinian break 
with the Axis in January and that 
so-called pro-democratie pictures 
would be allowed in their entirety. 

However, with Marcos now in full 
control of censorship, he has indi- 
cated his office is especially inter- 
ested in production of war subjects 
dealing with political or ideological 
subjects, inasmuch as he is entrusted 
to prevent any declarations or mani- 
festations which might affect cordial 
relations with friendly nations or 
wound the susceptibilities or national 
pride of foreign communities living 
in the country. 

While not permitting any anti-dic- 
tator material in pictures, order also 
prohibits anything favorable to the 
Soviet since Argentina does not rec- 
ognize Russia. 


chairman for War Activities Com- 


“Wheaties” and “Breakfast of 
Champions” are tegistered trade 
marks of General Mulls, Inc 


“Now, ain’t this better than chasin’ that cow all over the pasture?’’ 
These famous whole wheat flakes are | 


Help, aid and succor in getting | 
breakfast . . . that’s what Wheaties 
Sive you. Good whole wheat nour- 
ishment direct from package to you. 


all ready-to-eat. P. S. Wheaties, 
“Breakfast of Champions,” are sec- 
ond-helping good,-too. 


/ number of seasons but the ebb has 


| high 


| tered. 


Here, Kitty, Kitty 
Hollywood, March 21. 

Monogram’s masterminds who 
solved various mysteries in “De- 
tective Kitty O’Day” are up 
against another mystery—what 
became of Kitty? All wrapped 
up in celluloid, the play left the 
studio for a preview at a local 
theatre but never arrived, while 
40 film critics waited. 

At last reports the studio 
sleuths were still wondering 
about the what, where and how 
of Kitty. It may wind up as an- 
other film story, “The Disappear- 
ing Detective.” 


SKOURAS’ STODDARD, 
BRANDTS’ N. Y. LEASED 


The two-story building at Broad- 
way and 90th St., N. Y., which houses 
the Stoddard, one of the most profit- 
able film houses on the upper west 
side, has been sold to Bernard Zimet- 
baum, who, with partners, operates 
the Yorktown nearby on Broadway 
as well as the Midtown and Dale, al- 
so in N. Y. 

Property, assessed at $540,000, is 
under lease to the Skouras Theatre 
Corp. until 1950. Presumption is 
that after that date the Zimetbaum 
interests will take over operation of 
the Stoddard. 

Involved in another major real 
estate deal of the past week is the 
New York theatre, operated by ie 
Brandt circuit. It’s part of a tax- 
payer in the heart of Times Square 
which has been purchased by Dario 
L. Toffenetti, who has a restaurant 
in the building. 


Fizdale to Flack For 
International in East 


Hollywood, March 21. 

Tom Fizdale closed a deal to 
handle eastern ballyhoo for future 
product for Spitz-Goetz Interna- 
tional Pictures. 

Campaign starts off with exploita- 
tion of “Casanova Brown” and 
“Belle of the Yukon.” 


EVELOVE’S NEW AIDE 


Hollywood, March 21. 

New assistant to Alex Evelove, 
Warners studio publicity director, is 
D. D. Durr, Los Angeles Newspaper 
Publishers Assn. chairman for the 
last five and one-half years. 

Durr, whose resignation from the 
press group takes effect April 1, suc- 
ceeds Cameron Shipp, who recently 
left the Warner lot. 


| B’way Legit 


just as it has consistently had more 
shows playing since Labor Day. 

During the season of 1942-43 there 
was a total of 55 new productions. 
Current period of 1943-44 has al- 
ready seen §4 fresh shows For the 
season of 1941-42 there were 66 new 
shows, same as expected this season. 
Revivals are not included in the 
present reckoning although, again, 
the boards have several which are 
up in the big money. 

Number of new shows last season 
established a low in moderate stage 
annals but the perceniage of suc- 
cesses was exceptionally high. Broad- 
way had been steadily slipping in 
the number of productions for a 


evidently been passed. 

This season will doubtless show as 
a percentage of hits as last 
year, when the final count is regis- 


PICTURES 


Det. Dailies Cut Ads But Pictures 


Get News Break: 


Detroit, March 21. 


Drastic reduction in amusement 
business advertising here is bringing 
many changes in newspaper setup as 
pertains to theatres. While numer- 
ous papers in U.S. have slashed edi- 
torial copy to the bone to make 
room for amusement advertising, 
Detroit dailies have worked on a 
different angle, preserving a pro-| 
portionate amount of editorial copy 
in relation to slashed advertising. 


As one leading film advertiser 
here put it: “We're satisfied with | 
this arrangement as compared to, 
cities getting about two inches of | 
news content and the rest solid ad- 
vertising.” 

While reduced, Detroit amusement 
pages have cleared off ads to con- 
tinue with most major columnists, 
reviewers and regular pix art. 
Process seems to have reconciled 
the theatres to a maximum of 140| 
lines a day on Times and Free Press} 
for any theatre. The News works on! 
a quota basis, using a reduction ac-| 
cording to last year’s space. The 
new limited space is causing thea- 
tres, unable to splash big campaigns, 
to use maximum linage for heavier 
advance campaigns, frequently tak-! 
ing most of the 140 lines for a seven- 
day plugging of bills before their 
opening. Continued strong business 
here seems to bolster the idea of 
the longer build-up before openings, 
with bill, once opened, held to a 
straight mention. 

Theatres here have fared well as 
compared with the niteries, now cut 
out entirely on some days and apt 
to be cleared off a page without 


Rated Good Morale 


audiences they serve as well as the 
war role they play—with a nod to 
them as old advertisers as compared 
to niteries. 

Nabe houses too continue to get 
recognition over niteries. While re- 
stricted to four lines of type and 
no double-ads, the three-column 
spread of the nabe listings has been 
preserved by the Detroit press on 
the same theory of public service 
by the movies. 


9-State ‘Buffalo Bill’ 
Premiere By 20th-Fox 


“Buffalo Bill,” 20th-Fox Techni- 
color opus on Bill Cody's life, will 
be given a nine-state preem in some 
145 theatres of Utah, Nevada, Mon- 
tana, Idaho, Oregon, Wyoming, New 
Mexico, Nebraska and Colorado, 
starting April 10. 

Key preems will center on big the- 
atres of West Coast chain in Denver 
and outstanding Interstate circuit 
houses*in New Mexico. 


Joe Shea’s Emergency Op 


Joe Shea, N. Y. rep for William 
Cagney Productions, was rushed to 
a midtown N. Y. hospital Saturday 
(18) and operated on for congestion 


in one lung. Reported doing nicely 
following hurried operation, but can- 
not receive any phone calls or visi- 
tors as yet. 


warning. Theatres are getting the| Shea had been suffering from flu 
prime recognition as essential to} and severe pains ‘n the back for 
home morale—based also on larger| several weeks. 
A i duc 
20TH CENTURY-FOX SHERIDAN - MOHAN CARSON 
Irene MANNING 
Presents In Warner Bros. Hit’ 


“SONG OF 
BERNADETTE” 


Continuous Performance 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. 


RIVOLI B’way & 49th St. 


Humphrey Bogart 


In Warner Bros. Hit! 
“Passage to Marseille” 


with 
Clande RAINS @ Michele MORGAN 
Phili Sydney 
GREENSTKEERT 
Peter LORKE 


DORN 
Helmut DANTINE 
seorge TOBLAS 


HOLLYWOO 


Centinueus - Opens 10 A.M. - Bway & Sist St. 


Popularity of last year’s} 


| clicks has hardly slackened, and that | 


should 
product 


| instances. 


uled to see 


apply also to this season’s| 

Last fall there was an idea} 
that even mediocrities would’ 
money of the theatre surge} 
but it proved fallacious in nearly all | 


because 


Premieres have been sparse for the 
past month or so but spring produc- | 
tion has spurted and there will be} 
11 or more arrivals during April, | 
first week of that month being sched- | 
four first-nights and | 


| Easter week scheduled to see an equal | 


| number. Next week will bring “Mrs. 


January and Mr. X” to the Belasco. 
Week of April 2: “Chicken Every; 
Sunday.” Miller; “Follow the Girls,” | 
Century (formerly Jolson’s); “Only | 


the Heart,” Bijou; “Public Relations.’ a 


| Mansfield. April 9 (Easter week):) 
|*Poor Little Parlor” (house to be}; 
named): “I'll Be Seein’ You.” 48th 


Street: “The Searching Wind,” Ful- 
ton: “Allah Be Praised” (house not 
selected). April 16: “Sheppey,” | 
Playhouse. April 23; “Helen Goes | 
to Troy,” Alvin, and “Highland; 
Fling” (Plymouth, mentioned)... .. 


DARRYL ZANUCK’S 


“THE PURPLE HEART” 


A 26th Century-Fox Picture 
PLUS STAGE SHOW 


Pins A Fth Ave. 
R O X Y St. 


BWAY & 

47th St. 

Turhan 
BEY 


BABA AND THE 


‘PALAC 


“ALI 


Jon 
WALT. 


FORTY THIEVES” 


‘Shine On Harvest Moon’ 


n Person 


1 
RUSS MORGAN and Orch 
EXTRA 
BORRAH MINEVITCH’S 
ORIGINAL HARMONICA KASCALS 
Plus 
BARBAK BLAINE 


Bway & 47th St. STRAND 


CONTINUOUS 
DOORS OPEN 10 A.M. 
POPULAR PRICES! 


RADIO 
ciTy 


MUSIC HALL 


“UP IN ARMS” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


(in Technicolor) 
Orchestra 


Times Square—Mid- 
PARAMOUNT night Feature Nitely 
BUY MORE WAR BONDS 


Thurs.. Mar. 25 | fn Person OPEN 
ON SCREEN Wins 10 AM. 
| (WILL Hedy Lamere || Person 
_ SKELTON a Jimmy DURANTE 
| & Rae S$ orne in M-G-M’s Bonita Granville 
| Dodgers ‘The HEAVENLY Mary Raye & Naldi 
Brooklyn | Other Big Acts | 
[| VICTORIA THEATRE 
THE DARK” CUGAT rondway at 46th 
And Ilias United Agiists Pr 


“VOICE IN THE WIND” 


A Ripley-Monter Production 
Starring Francis Lederer 
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Wednesday, March 22, 1911 


At the stroke of midnight, Monday, March 27th, the 
walls of the Palace Theatre... sweetheart of all show 
business...will shake with sentiment and delight. For 
that night UNIVERSAL PICTURES pays tribute to the 
Grand Old Lady of Vaudeville Days with a special 


gala preview of the Charles K. Feldman Production 


: | The first picture to demonstrate the heroic job that has 
| been accomplished by the motion picture and all other 
branches of show business on behalf of the war effort. 


the 


Show Business’ Own Tribute to Show Business @ 
: truly great event in the history of the movies with 
| special significance at this time. 


“BED GROSS DRIVE! COLLECK AT EVERY PERFORMANCE EVERY DAY. MARGH 23 THROUGH 29.” 


‘ARI TY 
a 
| 
ro the extra cast che pictur’ nostal 
gic couch wil bE ,aded by. the appearane® of many formet stars 
4 
whose ames: ane ander aelibly inked The 
pictures armospher of the old palace with PE many ways 
Celebs from many pranches of show ana the ary 
world ilk be there: A gaia night for 4 occasio® 
| 
3 
/ 
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UNIVERSAL 


extends congratulations to Charles K. Feldman for his produc- 
tion of ‘Follow The Boys.”” The story behind this production, 
in Our Opinion, far exceeds in importance the fact that it will 


undoubtedly be Universal’s most glowing financial success. 


We have tried to cover everybody by formal invitation but this 
is a big industry and a big job. So if you seem to have been i 
overlooked please forgive . . . and come anyway. Your occu- 


pation in show business is all the admission card you need. 


to the Palace Theatre 


New York... Monday, March 27th at the stroke 
of midnight... 


CHARLES K. FELDMAN presents 


Starring GEORGE RAFT « VERA ZORINA 
Guest stars in order of their appearance: JEANETTE MacDONALD * ORSON WELLES’ MERCURY WONDER 
SHOW * MARLENE DIETRICH * DINAH SHORE * DONALD O'CONNOR * PEGGY RYAN + W. C. FIELDS 
THE ANDREWS SISTERS * ARTUR RUBINSTEIN * CARMEN AMAYA AND HER COMPANY * SOPHIE TUCKER 

DELTA RHYTHM BOYS * LEONARD GAUTIER’S BRICKLAYERS 


These famous bands TED LEWIS AND HIS BAND « FREDDIE SLACK AND HIS ORCHESTRA rit 
CHARLIE SPIVAK AND HIS ORCHESTRA * LOUIS JORDAN AND HIS ORCHESTRA it 


win Grace McDonald-* Charles Butterworth * Martha O'Driscoll * Charley Grapewin + Elizabeth Patterson 
Maxie Rosenbloom * Regis Toomey 
Directed by EDDIE SUTHERLAND * Produced by CHARLES K. FELDMAN * Associate Producer ALBERT L. ROCKETY 


A UNIVERSAL PICTURE a 


| 


en 
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Science Finds Explanation For 
Fluffing,’ But How About a Remedy? 


Schenectady, March 21. + 


A scientific explanation of “fluf- 
fing.” bane of every announcer, per- 
former and commentator, except the 
few guys who are quick on the up- 
take. was at last forthcoming last 
week. The problem was discussed 
for the first time on the air, via Gen- 
eral Electric’s “Science Forum” over 
WGY. When an Albany listener asked 
for an explanation, GE's Science 
Laboratories were asked for a defi- 
nition. IJts learned personnel, how- 
ever. did not know just what “fluf- 
fing” meant. When the trade slang 
was “interpreted” the GE Labora- 
tories sent letters to psychologists 
and scientists in various parts of 
the country. 

Dr. Matthew Luckiesch, director of 
the GE Lightning Research Labora- 
tory at Mela Park (outside Cleve- 
land), came up with the answer. He 
informed James Cornell, Answer 
Man on “Science Forum,” that it’s a 
complex matter and difficult to clar- 
ity. However, here is his explana- 
tion: It happens that when one 
reads a line of print he sees this in 
In other words, he “gulps” a 
line of print, usually in three to 
n gulps. Seeing en entire line 
of print is like drinking a glass of 
water, which is done in a series of 
swallows. One might see enough let- 
ters in one step, or “gulp,” to encom- 
pass two words, This sensation goes 
through the rather intricate process 
to the brain and back, and it’s easy 
to transpese two syllables from two 
words, respectively. 

“In a sense, as we look at a line 
of print we see portions of that line, 
one after another, in a very small 
fraction of a second. This is all tele- 
graphed to the brain and tele- 
graphed back to the muscles con- 
trolling speech. It’s very easy to 
transpose two syllables, which result 
in an amusing error. As a matter of 
fact, this is not the only kind of er- 
ror, for a syllable may be dropped 
or any Other kind of error may re- 
sult in this complex course from 
seeing the line of print to speaking 
the line of print.” 

Timple, s’aint it? 


Tele Producers 


steps. 


Remote Control 


Bruce Elliot, announcer who 
spiels the opening and closing 
commercials on the Gabriel 
Heatter newscasts over Mutual, 
has never met Heatter. 

The latter does his stint each 
night from his home in Freeport, 
L. I.. or wherever else he may 
be, while Elliot works from the 
WOR studios in N. Y. 


CBS Donates Laff 


Show to Treasury 


Hollywood, March 21. 
CBS has gifted the Treasury Dept. 
with a half hour comedy show which 
will run 13 weeks, starting April 16. 
Entertainers will perform gratis, as 
will Phil Rapp, who has dreamed 
it up and will produce and direct 
the spot. 
Constant laugh staff on the new 
government demi-hour will be Bert 
Lahr, Reginald Gardiner and Hanley: 
Stafford. Three comedians will be 
augmented by guestars each week, 
with a high probability that Danny 
Kaye will be visitor number one. 
Chief function of the program, 
which is to be utilized by both Treas- 
ury Dept. and OWI, will be to plug 
War Bond sales and other functions 
of government agencies. 
Network costs for the program 
are estimated at $16,000 weekly. 


‘Aldrich’ Audition Plan 
To Develop New Air 
Talent Gets AFRA Nix 


Practice of the “Aldrich Family” 
cast and writers of getting together 
abont a week before each show and 
holding a preliminary reading with 
new actors written into the script 
has been discontinued by an AFRA 
ruling that such sessions were re- 


hearsals and as such required pay- 
ment of full salaries to all involved. 

As practice worked, the new actor 
was given an opportunity to read the 


Organize in N. Y. 


Television producers and others 


actively engaged in the video field 
have formed the Television Pro- 
ducers’ Assn., the asserted purpose 
of which is advancement of produc- 
tion in tele programs. Organiza- 
tion will hold its first monthly meet- 
ing at the Hotel Pennsylvania, N.Y 
on March 30. 
Membership will be limited to 
those actively engaged in television 
or with past experience in the me- 
dium, with organization sub-divided 
into committees which will study 
and report on video effect, produc- 
tion and technical background. 
Acting (Officers include Bud Gam- 
ble, chairman; Edward Woodruff 
vice-chairman; Jay Strong, secretary. 
and Roger Coelos, treasurer. Advi- 
sory board members are Allen B 
DuMont, Tom Hutchinson, Walter 


Swenson, Sam Cuff, Eddi 
and Douglas Allen. Dowling 


CHI THEATRE OF AIR’S 
5-FOOT SHELF SERIES 


a Chicago, March 21. 
approach in broadcasting 
ar at works of literature is skedded 
DY WGN, when a third show in the 
presented under the 
the “Chicago 7 


launc 


banner of 
Theatre of the Air’ 
1ed some 


time in 


April. New 
Th les, to be known as “ *hicago | 
The = ot the Air Dramas,” will be 
Sroaacast Irom the WGN studios on 
Tuesd 


nights from 8:30 to 9. 
Sherman H, Drver, 
Se as radio director of the 
miversity of Chicago to join WGN 


roductic ste 
production staff, will direct the 


who recently | 


part with the rest of the cast and if 
not satisfactory, the role was writ- 
ten out and the actor was paid $12.50. 
If found satisfactory, the actor went 
on, newcomers thus getting chance to 
break into radio. AFRA edict, how- 
ever, makes continuance impractical 
and practice is being dropped. “Al- 
drich” was the only commercial airer 
that followed such a plan. 


GOTTLIEB’S CHIN. Y. 
GOODWILL COMMUTING 


Chicago, March 21, 
Following policy inaugurated by 
him several Weeks ago, Lester Gott- 
lieb, MBS publicity chief, spent sev- 
eral days here last week calling on 
accOunt execs, agency omcials, and 
sponsors for the purpose of ascer- 
taining their likes and dislikes as 

they affect relations with Mutual. 
Gottlieb plans on coming here 
every six or seven weeks for per- 
sonal contacts. It’s believed the first 


time a national network publicity 
head has travelled regularly be- 
tween New York and Chicago for 
the purpose of building up good- 
} Will. Mutual does not maintain a 
publicity branch here, all MBS press 
work in this area being handled 


through Dale O’Brien out of WGN. 


N. Y. Indie Will Preem - 
Series of Musical Tests 


WNEW, N.«Y., will attempt some- 
thing new in radio sessions with a 
series of musical tests tabbed, “How 


Writers Board Script 
To Show Up ‘Gemutlich 
Frau’ As Menace, Too 


Writers War Board is readying a 
script for presentation by one of the 
nets and for subsequent transcrip- 
tion broadcasts over local outlets 
with a new approach to the problem 
of German enemies. 

All previous efforts along these 
lines have been directed towards 
showing the cruel nature of the 
Nazis that motivates the atrocities 
commonly associated with them. 
New script will deviate from this 
approach by showing the non-mili- 
tary Germans for what they are. 
Idea will be to show, for instance, 
the “gemutlich” German housewife 
who keeps her floors spotless but 
goes out marketing and berates any 
non-“Aryan” she passes on the way. 
Is expected that such a_ series 
might give an idea as to the post- 
war attitude it may be necessary to 
adopt towards the German nation as 
defined apart from the Nazi regu- 
lated state. 


Church Mapping 
Drive on Radio 
Wine, Beer Adv. 


Albany, March 21. 

Elimination of wine and beer ad- 
vertising on the radio is part of a 
vigorous three-point program which 
the New York State Council of 
Protesant Churches will launch in 
the near future. A Syracuse group 
of the Baptist Missionary Conven- 
tion initiated the movement and in- 


vited the State Council to send a 
representative to a meeting in Utica} 
last week. Gathering went | 
thoroughly into the subject of con- 
trol of the traffic in alcoholic bever- 
ages, of advertising on the air and 
in print, and of a temperance cam- 
paign in which the State and public 


ads in the press had been advocated 
by the State Council before, but no 


definite campaign has _ hereto- 
fore been undertaken. State Coun- 
cil of Churches has been severely 


critical of the liquor industry, In- 
cluding the brewery interests, claim- 
ing it’s sabotaging the American war 
effort via the plethora of drinking. 

In the new campaign, it’s probable 
that the State Council of Churches 
will have the support of the influen- 
tial New York State Parent-Teachers 
Congress and affiliates. Congress, at 
recent meeting in Albany, went on 
record in favor of knocking out such 
ads on the radio, as well as for the 
elimination of blind buying and 
block booking of motion pictures. 

It’s believed that the State Council 
or affiliates will strongly protest 
several programs broadcast on Al- 
bany area stations. One to which 
ministers and Protestant church 
workers probably will object is a 
news program sponsored by a brew- 
ing company and in which emphasis 
is placed upon race results and bet- 
ting odds. 


Frankie Carle Orch To 
Replace Sammy Kaye 


schools would join. | for a New York vacation....Eddie Freckman has succeeded Eddie Sim- 
The elimination of wine and beer | 


On Old Gold CBS Show, 


Frankie Carle’s orchestra will re- | 
place Sammy Kaye's on the Old Gold |} 


may also join the show at that time. 


when he opens at the Astor hoel, 
N. Y., late in June, if he’s not in the 


Army bu then. He's 1-A. 
Kaye's temporary exit from the 
Old Gold time is based on the 


agency's decision not to pick up the 
band during its forthcoming tour of 


account (CBS) April 5. Alan Jones | Goodwin now producing for the Blue on a move from KFI-KECA 


From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Robert S. Keller, formerly with NBC and A. M. P., licensing division 
has joined N. Y. office of Burn-Smith Co., station reps....Ernst Noth, head 
of the German section, NBC's International Division, has left NBC to join 
the Navy. Noth was announcer, writer and producer, in addition to his 
administrative duties....Merle Kendrick’s orch, the Glenn Miller Mod- 
ernaires, and Paula Kelly, join the Joan Davis-NBC airer tomorrow (23) 
for the show's four-week stay in the East....Larry Adler marked his sixth 
successive week guesting on radio sessions when he appeared on Sunday's 
(19) stanza of the Philco-“Variety” “Hall of Fame.” He shows up this 
Sunday (26) on the Fitch bandwagon....Nathan Rudich, named dramatic 
director this week of WNYC. He was formerly with WINS and the New 
School for Social Research dramatic workshop. He succeeds George Asness, 
who signed a Warner Bros.’ writing contract. 

Milton Berle has five writers working on his new commercial, “Let 
Yourself Go,” for Eversharp, which preemed last night (Tues.) on the 
Blue....Maria Jeannetta White has resigned as media director of the 
Grey agency effective April 1....Ora Hope has quit as scripter at World 
Broadcasting March 31 to freelance....Presentation of the Army-Navy 
“E” award to DuMont labs in Passaic yesterday (21) received a dual re- 
broadcast job several hours later. WOR aired a platter and DuMont's 
W2XWV videoed the ceremonies via a Par newsreel clip. 


Lindsey MacHarrie, who left Blue production to go with the American 
Red Cross in England at the start of the war, has returned to his post at 
the network....John McKay, NBC publicity chief, back from a southern 
and western trip....His assistant, Syd Eiges, is in 1-A....Joan Brooks 
replaces Kay Armen for one shot on the Bourjois show tomorrow night 
(23) on CBS....Television Broadcasting Ass’n to hold formal opening 
of its new offices at 500 Fifth Ave., April 1, with Will Baltin, secretary, 
in charge....Carol Davis has left NBC pgess dept. to join Tom Fizdale.... 
Dorian St. George handling announcing chores on Dorothy Thompson 
show for Tri-Mount Clothes over the Blue Sunday nights.... 

ZaSu Pitts guests on the Louis Sobol “Bright Lights” WOR show on 
March 27, with Bonita Granville doing a guest shot on April 3....Ed 
Churchill, of Donahue & Coe, Florida vacationing for a month....Ben 
Kagan, who recently resigned a radio scripting job with the OWI, has 
joined the NBC writing staff....Frank Stanton, CBS veepee, last week 
received a 1-A classification. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Craig Maudsley has resigned as sales manager of WAIT and leaves the 
station at the end of the month....Helen Hinckley, formerly with Kenyon 
& Eckhardt, has joined the J. Walter Thompson agency as radio copywriter 
....Vera Lane, who was featured on the Aunt Jemima shows before they 
left the air, packed up bag and baggage abruptly last week and announced 
she was bound for Sioux City to marry Lt. Lowell Sund, of the Army Air 
Forces....Paul Brentson, WMMB announcer and newscaster, is back from 
a month's vacation in Mexico....Dudley Faust, CBS network salesman, is 
slated to foin the Marines....Lou Harrington, Wrigley building favorite, 


+ 
+ 
4 


| is in the Chicago Memorial Hospital recuperating from a recent operation 


....Paul R. Fry of KBON, Omaha, was in town....Russ David, of KSD, 
St. Louis, is making musical arrangements for the Roy Shields programs 
heard over NBC....Doris Keane, general manager of WHIP, left for 
Washington in connection with obtaining new license from FCC to reopen 
the station....Florence Warner, WBBM educational head, to New York 
for a week on educational programming....Nancy Martin, heard on the 
“Breakfast Club” and “Hello, Sweetheart,” Blue programs, leaves shortly 


mons as producer of the Quiz Kids’ program. Simmons was inducted into 


advertising from radio and all liquor| the Army last week....The Coronet Storyteller and Coronet Quick Quiz 


shows are now heard over 133 Blue outlets, 61 additional stations having 
been added to the original lineup of 72 stations last week... .Everett 
Mitchell, NBC’s Voice of the Dairy Farmer, addressed members of the 
Racine Dairymen’s Cooperative Assn. at the organization’s annual meet- 
ing at Racine last Saturday (18). 

Sherman Marks, former WBBM-CBS producer and now in the Army, is 
working with Les Weinrott in the preparation of several scripts for Wrig- 
leys’ “America In the Air” shows dealing with the Air Command... .Jve 
Spadea, former station rep and now a sergeant in the Air Corps at Wright 
Field, Dayton, was in town renewing acquaintances with old radio buddies 
....James L. Billings, for many years a dramatic stock leading man, has 
joined the Blue production staff here....While Kleve Kirby vacations in 
Florida his announcing chores are being handled by Franklyn MacCormack 
and Dick Noble. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


This is birthday week at NBC. Freeman Gosden and Charles Correll 
crossed their 16th mitestone as “Amos ’n’ Andy” and Carlton Morse started 
“One Man's Family” on its 13th year....Don Thornburgh east for meeting 
of CBS station managers....Hay McClinton looking in on N. W. Ayers 
show and then off to the desert for a few days’ sunning....Nan Wynn 
pencilled for the canary’s cage on “Duffy's Tavern” when the show moves 
here early next month....Louella Parsons hopes to start a run on her 
autobiog, “The Gay Illiterate,” when she and Jack Benny toss around the 
plugs on March 26 broadcast....George Marek in from the east to set the 
scene for Joe E. Brown's “Stop or Go” quizzeroo for McKesson & Robbins 
on the Blue... .Jerry King has opened New York offices of Standard Radio 
(transcription outfit). ...Hubbell Robinson in from the east for a few weeks 
of lining up summer shows for Young & Rubicam....Eddie Cantor moves 
his “Smilers” to New York April 13, if train reservations can be made. 
He'll finish the season back east....Silver Theatre switches to New York 
for two or three originations next month. Cornelia Otis Skinner and 
Roland Young break in their full length vérsion of “William and Mary” 
on the April 9 show....Jack Benny will lead his troupe through Canadian 
camps for two weeks while he is in the dominfon for the War Bond drive. 

Niles Trammell broke bread with the film biggies and gave them an 
accurate picture of television’s status quo....Danny Danker will be in 
New York next week for parleys at J. Walter Thompson hdq and will 
have the company of John U. Reber on his return to the Coast.. = 

Joan 
Davis and her Sealtesters off for a month of broadcasting from the other 


Carle’s new combo. in existence | Sseaboard....Danny O'Neil said to have the inside track for Dennis Day's 
about six weeks. is down for a mini- | berth on the Jack Benny opus. Day goes into the Navy April 15 as an 
mum of eight weeks on the show and | ensign. ...Mark Breneman’s “Sunny Side of the Street” strips for Turco 
may go longer. Kaye will return | Products on KNX, 


been threatened with additional draft 


Kerr, Barnett 1-A 


Hollywood, March 21.° 
J. Walter Thompson agency has 


PALL MALL DROPPIN 
RIPLEY’S MBS SHOW 


Musical Are You?” starting early in 
Fifteen-minute stanzas will 
be headed by Doron K. Antrim and 
FITZGERALD JOINS D-F-S | will be ether projections of recog- 
Edward J. Fitzgerald, former y.p,| ized tests of musical ability for 
at Erwin, Wasey and Donahue & | non-musicians. 
Coe, has joined Dancer-Fitzgerald- | Each session will test a different 
Sample as an exec on the American| musical talent, such as sense of 
Home Products account. ; rhythm, pitch, memory, etc. and 
From 1936 to 1938 he was director! give listeners opportunity to test 
of the National Assn. of Broadcasters, their natural talents as regards 


Series, 


inroads, the latest to be tagged 1-A 
being Harry Kerr and Sandy Bar- 
nett. 

Both are writers on the Lux Radio 
Theatre show, which the agency pro- 
duces for Lever Bros. 


W. E.’S 50c DIVVY 
Western Electric declared 50c divi- 
dend on common last week. 
Divvy is payable March 31 to stock 


theatres and one-nighters, on its way 
east from California. Band closed at 
the Patladium Ballroom, Hollywood, 
Sunday (19). 


Fort Wayne.—Red Bicknell, em- 
cee of the Blackhawk Valley Boys, 
heard with the WOWO “ramous 
Hoosier Hop” Saturday evenings, 
has been inducted into the armed 


* in Washington. music, 


forces. 


on record March 24, 


Jack Benny’s switch in sponsor 
ship has cued the cancellation of the 
Bob Ripley across-the-board Mu- 
tual stanza. Pall Mall (America® 
Cigarette and Cigar), Benny's 
sor starting this fall, also sponsor 
the Ripley airer and feels that * 
doesn’t want to carry on with the 
“Believe It Or Not” program. Riples 
goes off April 14. 

Ruthrauff & Ryan is the agency 
on the account. 
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4-F SETBACK 


Loss of Cresta Blanca, Revlon, 
Strips Weintraub of Top Airers (jy\ 


Alec + 


Cresta Blanca “Carnival,” 
Templeton - Morton Gould CBS-er 
heard Wednesday nights, is leaving 
the Weintraub agency on June 1, 
BBD&O is slated to take over the ac- 
Show recently was renewed 
T1-station net through Wein- 


count. 
on its 
traub effective April 12. 
Loss of “Carnival” 
(26) of Gertrude Lawrence's Revlon 
stanza reduces Weintraub’s network 
shows to four: “Pick and Pat” for 
Helbros, Xavier Cugat for Dubonnet 


wine, Anchor Hocking Gl ass’ “Corliss 
Archer,” and “Green Valley” spon- 
sored by Emerson Radio. Revlon 


and Cresta Blanca productions rep- 
resented biggest budgeters. 


plus demise | 


} 


Switching of the Templeton-Gould | 


show to BBD&O represents a strain- 
ing of policy lines at this agency, as 
it is well known that the outfit re- 
fuses to handle liquor accounts for 
any medium. It’s felt, however, that 


recent promotional campaigns by 
vinters to establish their product as 


a table beverage for home consump- | 


tion has accomplished the purpose of 
separating the grape from grog in 
the public mind. Fact that BBD&O 
is including Cresta Blanca outside 
the liquor category bears out this 
contention, 

Agency 
lieves, 
ganization of Schenley 
set up a new West Coast division to 


switch, the industry be- 


is tied in with expected reor- | 
Distillers to | 


handle Cresta Blanca, Dubonnet and | 


Coronet brandy, now 
Schenley’s import division, 
is that wine outfit wants 
operation with its ad agency, 
EBEBD&O, with a strong West Coast 
branch, can supply when the new 
Schenley California division is oper- 
ating. 

Also to be expected, close observ- 
ers opine, is launching of spot cam- 
paign highlighting Cresta Blanca’s 
catchy musical trademark 
the web half-hour shots. BBD&O, 
one of the biggest spot placers in the 
industry, will make a pitch with the 
#ponsor to separate this feature for 


Feeling 
close co- 
which 


marketed by | 


used on | 


recordings to be placed with smaller 


local outlets, it’s ais dicted. 


Sponsors Probe 
Inability to Win 
Day Audiences 


Sponsors who have been manifest- 


ing some interest in breaking the 


qaytime serials and 


“monopoly” on 


trying to inject some suggestion of 


® nighttime pattern into 


programs are calling upon the 


afternoon | 


to determine the “whys and | 


Wwherefores” of their inability to 
&a4in a sizable segment of the after- 
noon listening audience. 


For one thing, the sponsors appear 


no little peeved over the fact that 
frusading women’s federations. and 
otner femme organizations that break 
out into print “dey the firm | 
hold of soap opera 


actually are 
crete term: 


doing nothing in con- 


As a re- 
agencies to 


daytime programs.” 
fult they've asked the 
find out just how many of 
women comprise the listening au- 
cience of shows that have been try- 
ing to break down the bugaboo. 
Owens-Illinois Glass, 
fo's the “Broadway Matinee’ CBS 
daily show which stars Alfred Drake, 
has more or less served notice on the 
J. Walter Thompson agency, which 
handles the account, that 
can get.a better rating it may not re- 
new the program. Client points to 
the fact that the show 
vil tually all respects that which the 
“deplorers”' of daytime serials crave 


which spon- 


Most, a well-balanced format of va- 
entertainment with a daily 
nome front’ message anent wom- 


€n’s role in the war effort. 


in davtime radio, | 


to support-their move for | 


these 


unless it) 


typifies in| 


‘T or C’ Sweepstakes 

Radio actors, actresses, writers, 
producers directors who 
make Colbee'’s, restaurant in the 
CBS Bldg., N. Y., their head- 
quarters, have formed a pool in 
which they have picked a favor-_ | 
ite for the “Ralph Edwards | 
Successor Sweepstakes,” back- mands, 
ing their choices with coin of the 
realm. 

Deadline for 


of key 


talent to satisfy 


what they're 


new m.c. on the postwar 


“Truth or Consequences” stanza sured by sponsors 
is nearing and the debate and | iitiative and 
wagering is reaching a cres- 


cendo., 


.Will represent Raymer 
Ohio and Western Pennsylvania. 


RAINS JOINS RAYMER 


Robert B. Rains has joined the, fall within the 


Paul H. Raymer Co. as manager of Some spon 
the Detroit office. in their contention 
Rains, formerly with WJR, Detroit, industry can 


in Michigan, 


NBC's 


The major networks and the top- 
ranking ad agencies, 
men in the most acute man- | 
power shortage since the war began, | 
fear a terrific setback for radio in the 
| development of new techniques and 
current client 


Radio execs make no bones as to 
up against 
picture 


imagination in 
that radio can step into the postwar 
setup with fresh slants and patterns, 
the agency reps in particular frankly 
, admit it’s going to be tough sledding 
unless they can retain key 
draft-age 
sors have been 


turn 
achieve a development of new tech- 
niques which will talk the language 


‘Diaz Facing Induction; 


facing the loss 


Ray Diaz. Blue supervisor 


induction call with 


Bixler, night 


shortly, 
rogram 
de- P 

place him. 


insofar as 
shapes up. Pres- 
for a display of 
order 


has been with the Blue for 
than 10 years. 


of the common people, 
sellers’ market will present an 
tirely different picture. 


men who 

bracket. 
forthright 
unless the 
trick and 


that, and hence. they 


the 


magazines: 


sor demands. 


Bixler May Succeed 


of an- 
nouncers, who is in 1-A, expects his 
James 
manager of | 
the web. expected to move up to re- | doesn’t care to countenance opposte- 
Diaz, who came up from the ranks, 
more 


the postwar 
en- | 


Agency execs are particularly cog- 
nizant of the fact that the return to 
peace will be accompanied by a re- 
turn of competition from newspapers | 
feel, | 
radio will be caught on the short end | 
of the score unless it meets the spon- | 


“Secret” 


A month has passed since WEAF broad- 
cast “Assignment U. S. A.” (Feb. 22), and 
as far as known NBC has made no effort 
to rebroadcast the program. If this were 
merely a sorry example of short-sightedness 
in self-exploitation by a network it would 
be bad enough, but this is more than a brass- 
hat fiasco. The neglect of “Assignment U. 
S. A.” is significant because it amounts to a 
disservice to radio itself. And no branch of 
showbusiness, radio least of all because it’s 
the newest, can afford to hide material of 
this calibre. “Assignment” must be rated 
among the outstanding programs of 1944. 


Hide? What else? NBC not only ig- 
nored the show in the first place, but never 
gave the slightest evidence that it ever 
knew what it had. Proof? As follows in 
the press announcement (and the only an- 
nouncement) which was sent out in ad- 
vance by the network’s publicity depart- 


ment: 

“New York, Feb. 10.—Selden Menefee 
journalist and scientist, will appear in per- 
son during the broadcast of his new book, 
‘Assignment U. S. A., on NBC ‘Words 


at War’ series Tuesday, Feb. 22, 11:30 p.m., 
EWT. The book, adapted for radio by Rich- 
ard McDonagh of the NBC Script Division. 
is Menefee’s report on the chinks in the 
armor of the home front. On the whole 
this report is encouraging, but it sounds a 
warning of how the war can be won or lost 
on this front, as can the peace. Anton 
Leader. NBC producer, directs the ‘Words 
at War’ series, which is presented by NBC 
in cooperation with the Council on Books in 
Wartime.” 

WEAF loose a 


So what happened? 


six-ton buster which a receptionless recep- 
tion whittled down to a pip-squeak. Why? 
It was 11:30 p.m. when it went on the air 


and the show was utterly without advance 
promotion. Such handling is stifling to 
those aware of the part radio can and should 
take in the national scene. It becomes a 
crime against radio itself because a small 
effort could have had every radio column in 
New York listening, with spot ads stirring 
up the territory of each station which was 
going to take the show. 


Does NBC think broadcasts like these 
happen every day? It knows better. And 
from its own production staff, too, while 


offering a chanée to even up with CBS’ 


“Letter on Race Hatred.” 


Ask anyone who remembers what the late 
Harry Reichenbach would have done with 


such an opportunity. Sure! Everybody in 
town would have known the circus was 
coming. The Germans sent over a group of 
their railroad experts to travel with the 
Ringling show to study the loading and un- 
loading of flat cars. Ask any military man 
today about the German service of supply. 
There are some showbusiness outfits, and 


‘not all in radio, which might well despatch 


a few publicity department members to 
travel with the circus annually. It’s ele- 
mentary, but it gets the country told. 


Note the date on the press release regard- 
ing the “Assignment” broadcast, Feb. 10, 
or 12 days before the show went on the 
air. No wonder it’s become NB€’s “ghost 
program.” Neither the public nor the trade 
knows much about it. They never did. In the 
month since the broadcast “Variety,” which 
made an effort, has found exactly three 
people in New York who heard “Assignment 
U.S. A.” the night of Feb. 22. Two are sis- 
ters who listen to the “Words at War” series 
every week. The third is a girl whose ra- 
dio was on but who couldn’t turn it off 
hecause she was in the tub P. S.—She liked 
it. But what a Crossley! 


Barking about a lot of nothing? “Assign- 
ment U.S. A.” was not a lot of nothing and 
the lack of interest in it on the part of those 
who should have appreciated its value is dis- 
turbing. NBC let it slide, true, but OWI 
could, and should, have been a spur. It’s the 
sort of stuff Washington is supposed to dote 
on for the domestic front. 


radio writers and producers 
become discouraged. CBS plays up Corwin. 
Oboler gets attention. How many others? 
The principals concerned with producing 
“Assignment” will tell vou they got little re- 
action on the show until “Variety’s” review 
appeared. This is said with a sense of alarm, 
not boastfully. 


They say 


Radio, as an industry, needs these sock 
shows. By keeping this one a secret NBC 
not only shortchanged itself but also cheated 
radio. 


Speaking of showmanship, you could ask 
that if “Variety” thinks so much of “Assign- 
ment U.S. A.,” why hasn’t it repeated this 
program on “The Hall of Fame”? 


A fair question, friend, for it certainly has 
been standing there like a beacon. In fact, 
we'd like to find out ourselves. 

Al! right, boys. 

Why? 


+ 
| 


| volves personalities but 


cDqNCTRS | INSIST Pressare to Eliminate Opposition 
Star Creates Radio Controversy 


Hollywood, 
feud 


March 21. 
that not only ine 
might also 


A bitter 


prove a source of embarrassment 
:and discomfort to rival networks 
plus the agencies and sponsors af- 


fected took shape last week. 


Star of one of the big nighttime 
radio shows has revealed that he 


tion from the star on the rival net- 
work’s show in the same p.m. slot: 
that he and his rating had been suce 
cessful in hastening the departure 
of another topflighter from the rival 
network time and that he was going 
to duplicate the feat What has 
made matters considerably worse, 
however, is the fact that the star in 
question, it was definitely ascer- 
tained last week, had appealed to a 
number of air show names to nix 
any offers to guest on his rival's pro- 


grams. Latter suspicions were con- 
firmed last week when the agency 


handling the latter show 
bid for the services of 


put it ina 
one of the 


top nighttime femme stars for a 
| guest shot. She readily admitted 
that, while she would like to comply, 
she had agreed to lay off the pro- 
gram. 

The agency handling the star who 


| spot 
| ticklish spot. For 


reportedly wants to rid his nighttime 
of opposition finds itself in a 
it numbers among 
its sponsor clients the same national 
advertiser responsible for the “ope 
position” show and on the same net- 
work that carries the “oppensat.* 


¢. W. Hil Nixes 


| demanded that 


| 


| day, the approach of that 
| gram. 
are gratis 


{subject of any of its free 


Free CBS Plugs 
On ‘Hit Parade’ 


CBS got a stiff.jolt last week from 
George Washington Hill, president 
of the America Tobacco Co. Hill 
the network's N. Y. 
flagship, WABC, refrain from using 
his “Lucky Strike Hit Parade” as a 
chainbreak 
each Sature- 
night's pro- 
announcements 
get the 
officials 


blurbs, which heralded, 


Since these 
(other sponsors 


isame courtesy) the net’s 
| were set back on their heels by Hill's 
| attitude. 

Ciggie maker’s communique is said 
| to be based on his desire to have full 


control ove: 
| his show 


all wordage relative to 
(he supervises each Satur- 
feels that at some 
sht be said by one 
will prove embar- 
program and to Amer- 
ican Tobacco. 

Hill als o requested CBS to advise 
its affiliated stations of his request, 


BBC Quiz May 
Get U. S. Sponsor 


cript). He 
ng mig 


that 


> somethi 
of the blurbs 
to th} 


Po ble sponsorship of a BBC pro- 
I in this country onl looms 
next month (15) when “Tran atlantie 
ba iz” preems on the Blue net k, 

ich cooperated in building the 
how It's known that New York 
agency- men have been dickering to 
buy the stanza and the English web 
has not said ““No”—an indication that 


the commercial angle is being given 


serious consideration. BBC bans 
commercial programs On its own 
network, of course. 

Quiz show, two-and-a-half years 
in processing, will present Russel 
Crouse = Kit Morley, from this 
end, and Maj. David Niven and Prof. 
Dennis Brogan, Cambridge U.. as 
the British team. Alistair Cook, 
BBC, will emcee in the 1:15-1:30 p.m. 
‘EWT) slot Saturdays. Americans 


vill be asked to answer questions on 
Brit and vice versa. Show.. for 


ecurity reasons, tered 


will be plat 
and rebroadcast. 
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Estimate 607, of Men in Radio 
Will Be Gl-Bound By July 1 


Radio, in all categories, production, 
technical, publicity, news rooms, 
sales departments, talent and agen- 
cies, is reeling from the sharply ac- 
celerated drafting of personnel for 
the armed forces. Executives this 
past week met almost daily to find 
suitable ways of meeting this new 
crisis which has reached more into 
the pivot positions both in N. Y. net- 
work, independent station and agency 
personne! ranks, and into the ranks 
of all stations and agencies through- 
«ut the nation. 

Suitable ways to meet the critical 
inroads, both front of the office and 
back, has not been found to date, al- 
though there have been many sugges- 
tions. The industry never did ask of 
selective service special considera- 
tion for any employees as to the 
draft in the first place, except in few 
instances, but now even those for 
whom deferments were asked are be- 
ing called up and the industry fears 
the undermining of staffs with key 
men on the way into the armed 
forces. Several top radio execs esti- 
mated that more than 50% of all per- 
sonnel is service-bound or has al- 
ready been tapped for service. With 
the imminent induction of family 


men, and those for whom occupa- 
tional deferments had been obtained 
these toppers estimate that by July 
1 almost 60°. of those who worked 
in radio before the war started will 
be serving their country. 

Getting Around to Technicians 

Technicians, men with whom draft 
boards have been most lenient in 
giving occupational deferments, are 
now losing this status in increasing 
numbers. Key back-of-the-scenes men 
at the webs and independent stations, 
such as top production execs, super- 
visors of announcers, ad and pub- 
licity pivotters, and the like, find 
themselves in 1-A now more and 
more with each day’s morning mail. 
As to radio talent, execs find them- 
selves limited to calling on fewer ex- 
perienced persons than ever before 
since the war started, with the result 
that performers not yet in uniform 
are more in demand than heretofore 
and the web producers and directors 
more inclined to take a chance on a 
newcomer. 

Ad agency talent scouts, produc- 
tion departments and publicity units 
are turning to women replacements 
in most instances, execs having found 
in the past few years that no sooner 
was a man broken into his duties on 
a new job, his induction number 
came up. 


GLIB, LIKEABLE, SALES-BUILDING 


FRED UTTAL 


NOW EMCEES A NEW WOR HIT SHOW— 


“DOLLARS FOR 


BREAKFAST” 


It’s low-priced. It’s timed to hit listeners when 
they’re brushing their teeth (with your dentifrice? ) 
or munching their favorite breakfast crunchies (the 


ones you make 7), 


Fred Uttal wanders around a Times Square res- 
taurant with an open mike; leisurely quizzes sleepy 
breakfast diners; turns out a pleasant show as smooth 
as coffee cream. (You know Uttal. His is the golden 


voice that helped build a 


rating of 5.4 for Macy’s 


Consumer Quiz; that’s heard on“ Words inthe News”, 
“Mr. District Attorney”, other network shows.) 
“Dollars for Breakfast”, aired Mondays through 
Fridays, 8:15 to 8:30 A.M., is now transcribed. How- 
ever, it can be produced live or recorded, from any 
desired locale. Call or wire WOR’S Executive Sales, 


Office: PE 6-8600. 


That power-full station 
at 1440 Broadway, 
New York, 18 


Premieres 
(March 22-April 1) 
March 23 


“Stop or Go,” with ‘Joe E. 
Brown: 10:30-11 p.m.; WJZ-Blue; 


McKesson & Robbins; J. D. 
| Tarcher agency. 
March 25 
“Now Is the Time,” service 


drama; 9:30-10 a.m.; WEAF-NBC; 
sustaining. 

“Youth Faces the Post-War 
World,” discussions; 10-10:30 
a.m.: WQXR, N. Y.; sustaining. 

“Father Knickerbocker’s War 
Diary,” drama; 6:15-6:30 p.m.; 
WMCA, N. Y.; sustaining. 

March 28 

“Passing Parade,” with John 
Nesbitt; 7:15-7:30 p.m.; Liggett & 
Myers Tobacco; Newell, Emmett 
agency. 

April 1 

“Palmolive Party,” with Barry 
Wood, Patsy Kelly, “Million Dol- 
lar Band”; 10-10:30 p.m.; WEAF- 
NBC; Palmolive Soap; Ted Bates 
agency. 


Record B.O. For 
Spot Sales On 


Chicago, March 21. 
Midwest spot advertising reached 
an all-time high in the six-month pe- 


survey made of all stations in this 
area. While station heads asked that 
their individual figures not be quoted, 
bulking of all figures show an aver- 
age 27% gain in business over the 
previous six months. Increases: ran 
from 5% on a network to 50° ona 
class B station and covered a mul- 
titude of sponsorships. 
creases were enjoyed by the smaller 
broadcasters. 


lead everything else. Film companies 
have turned more to the radio me- 
dium and are using heavier air 
schedules as newspapers and maga- 
zines cut down on film lineage. Local 


with a 30% increase in spot adver- 


| tising reports the greatest part of | 


| 

| that percentage is being used on 

| “help wanted” pitches. Another 
prominent network station is turning 


down all requests for time to be used | 
for the seeking of help claiming it is | 


not good radio, does not build up an 


| audience and does not get results. A | 


| substantial amount of the total in- 
creases on all stations is the result 

of an expansion of national accounts. 
New sponsors include coal and oil 

| accounts, overalls, vitamins, dehy- 
drated foods, margarine, clothes, 
f flour and drugs. 


iurs, 


Midwest Airers 


riod ending last month, according to | 


Sharpest in- | 


Amusement and help wanted spots | 


circuits’ are using plenty of radio | 
spots. One large independent station | 


Long-range planning by the Blue 
network to include web owned tele- 
vision stations in N. Y., Washington, 
Chi, Los Angeles and video outlets 
in other cities under affiliate owner- 
ships was announced Saturday (18) 
by Pres. Mark Woods at a meeting 
in N. Y. of 47 network department 
heads and management execs. It was 
the first general management meet- 
ing since the purchase of the Blue 
from RCA and the later sale of an 
interest in the chain to Time, Inc., 


Blue Nixes Alan Young 
Dual Sub Chore; He'll 
Fill in For Cantor Only 


Alan Young, Canadian comedian, 
will replace the Eddie Cantor stanza 
for Bristol-Myers on NBC starting 
July 5 for the summer, but will not 
be the summer replacement for the 
current “Duffy’s Tavern” the 
Blue. Execs of the latter web put 
thumbs down on the scheme early 
this week. 

Should Ed Gardner, pilot of 
"Duffy’s,” refuse to renew his pact 
with Bristol-Myers for next season, 
Young will then move over to Gard- 
ner’s current Tuesday night spot. 
Gardner is dissatisfied with his rat- 
ing on the network and has ordered 
Young & Rubicam, agency, to find 
another spot on another network 
_for the new season, or he'll cancel 
out, 


FRED ALLEN GUESTER 
FORGIVES ‘LONG PAN’ 


Fred Allen, under a_ reciprocal | 
ideal, will do a guest shot on the 
| Frank Sinatra Wednesday night 


i'show on April 12, with The Voice | 


going over to the Sunday night Al- 
len stanza later. Unusual angle is 


ribbing of Sinatra brought sharp 
repercussions from the Music Corp. 
of America, which resulted in a 
toning down of the script. 


next Wednesday (29) sans a come- 
dian, Bert Wheeler remaining on 
the Coast, Jerry Lester takes over 


that Allen’s recent “One Long Pan” | 


With the Sinatra show moving east | 


as program's funny man for initial | 


two N. Y. airings, with the comedian 
(lineup from then on being 
week-to-week basis pending a 
permanent successor to Wheeler. 


Army Recalls Sarnoff 


RCA prexy David Sarnoff has been 


on al 


recalled to active duty as an Army | 
signal corps colonel and will be re- | 


placed at RCA by 
G. Harbord, U. S. A., ret. 

| Sarnoff was on active duty pre- 
viously, having been returned to ci- 
vilian life about a year ago. 


| 
| 
| 


Summer—or Winter 


REPLAC 


ELEMENTS 


Wilson and His Band, and 
variety show. 


Half hour comedy script 


| team. Theatrical celebrities 
tive, different. 
} 


Street and Smith. 
Fritz Blocki. 


| “CAFE SOCIETY” 
Musical variety show of unusual format. 

| Scott, Jimmy Savo, Mildred Bailey, John Sebastian, Teddy 


“TOPSY AND EVA TIME” 
show, 
Rosetta and Vivian Duncan, 


| “CHICK CARTER” 
Leading juvenile serial, in association with Mutual, and 


. Originated, produced, and directed by 
Scripts by Jean and Nancy Webb. 


Starring Hazel 


others. NOT just another 


music, starring 
the famous Topsy and Eva 
in supporting cast. Distinc- 


FRITZ BLOCKI 


Writer - Producer - Director 
Builder of GOOD radio shows 
Past successes include “COURT OF MISSING HEIRS” 
and “‘“CAPTAIN MIDNIGHT” 


655 Fifth Ave., New York 22, N. Y.—PL. 9-6180 


Maj. Gen. James | 
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Mark Woods Tells Blue Execs Big 
Things Due; Tele, FM Deals Cooking 


Chet LaRoche, Woods and Edgar 
Kobak. 


Woods also announced a plan 
whereby the Blue would build its 
own studios in N. Y., Chi, L. A., and 
San Francisco and said negotiations 
were underway for a station in 
Washington, as well. FM expansion 
also is contemplated, the web chief. 
tain declared, adding that Blue af- 
filiates were being encouraged to file 
at once for high frequency and video 
construction permits. 

Outside the _ business sessions 
Woods denied reports emanating in 
Chi that WLS had been acquired by 
the net at a figure variously esti. 
mated at $3,500,000 and $4,000,000, 
The network prexy said negotiations 
of a few weeks ago with Burridge 
Butler have been temporarily sus. 
pended pending the datter’s return 
from Phoenix, Ariz. “There prob- 
ably will be nothing doing in the 
WLS matter until the middle of 
April,” Woods said. 

Blue dickers with Earle C. An. 
thony for KECA, Los Angeles, also 
have been stalled with latest de. 
velopment being charge by Anthony 
and denial by the Blue that the web 
was trying to apply pressure to force 
sale of the outlet at less than its ac. 
tual value. 
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SYLVIA FINE 


Writer 


LOUIS MANDEL 


Attorney and Business Representative 


ED DUKOFF 


Publicity 


t 


MOTION PICTURE DEBUT—SAMUEL GOLDWYN’S “UP IN ARMS” 
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Dies’ Jive a Bad Precedent? 


Yielding by the Blue Network and Jergens, sponsors of Walter Win- 
chell, to the demands of Rep. Martin Dies that he be allowed rebuttal] 
air time, raises the question of what future policy will be pursued by 
the webs in similar circumstances. The industry wants to know, and 


VARIETY 


WBYN’ ‘Send ’Em Smokes’ 
Show Probed By Cops 
After Gellard Pinch 


(16) of Samuel 


RADIO 


Fly's a Great Guy: Wheeler 


Washington, March 21. 


Tip for the radio industry, with its eye on the prospective legislation 
which might pass Congress this session, came on the floor of the Senate 


30 


Arrest last week 


last Thursday (16). Bene 
ar ar yner of WBYN, 
FCC Chairman James L. Fly was lauded as “one of the ablest and er gol on . ile Be xigi rightly, whether men in key Government and public posts “will be 4 
most intelligent men in public service today,” by Burton K Wheeler, able to high-pressure radio” into like concessions, simply because they 4 
Montana Democrat, and chairman of the Senate Interstate Commerce might take offense during discussion of controversial issues. 
Committee hich allegedly gy patti When the Blue Network and Jergens conceded to Dies’ wishes, they 

“In my opinion,” said Wheeler, “Fly is one of the most maligned a precedent, one that might easily spread into 

, TO Sté on r state and local disputes and wind up by clogging the airlanes y 
2 ast few years. He has an exceedingly state a S p gging the airlanes with 
men in public service in the last fe 


lice scrutiny, ( I when the listener is entitled to more diversified 
district attorney's office. 


Gellard and three other men par- 


long-winded oratory 
entertainment. 
It might very 


difficult job. When you come to regulating radio with all the selfish 


interests of the radio people, it is not easy. ey 
radio legislation offered to well be that Dies’ broadcast (on part of the “Basin 


Wheeler's committee must pass On any _Geliard | 
the Senate, and the talk indicates that Wheeler is not out to “get” ticipating In OW nership of the station | Street” program) will automatically bring the cure-all. The trade says, 
= Fly for the benefit of any broadcast interests. | were questioned at length by police | “After all, Winchell’s a tough guy to follow!” 

at WBYN’s offices before the former | 
+ was placed under arrest, and it’s | - 
known authorities requested and | 


were supplied info as to sponsorship 
of a program, aired over the outlet 
recently, tabbed “Send 'Em Smokes.” 


Winchell-Dies Sauabble 


Continued from page I 


FCC Has a Bad Day in Congress 


Show was on for about seven months | 
‘at 10 p.m. on different nights but | Dies Committee on unAmerican ac- | audience on the lotion salesman’s 

c la é 0 es lr on ar or | was withdrawn about four weeks tivities issued subpoenas for Mark | regular 9 o'clock Sunday night 15- 
, Woods, Blue prexy, and scripts and minute slot. Web, after conferving 


ago. 


“Send ’Em Smokes” messaged 


quarter. 


with sponsor and agency, 
Dies he could spiel for a 


of Winchell’s broad- 
No 


was telephone | * transeriptions 
casts over the past two years. 


Washington, March 21. |amendments to restore the budget 


Barring unexpected 11th hour de-/| cuts; to add $500,000 to the figure participation show paid for by sev- tS Jui Se ee Rr ie : 
velopments, the FCC will begin mak-| for R.LD. and foreign intelligence, | eral sponsors with quiz apgle where- | Official summons for the columnist | hour right afte Winchell with an- 
ing plans shortly for major cuts in| and the restoration of $209,000 which | by listeners could win smokes and to appear before the committee was nouncement being made on former's 
its Radio Intelligence Division and| the Senate committee trimmed from | sponsors would, in .addition, send issued, however, despite repeated re- | program that the solon _ would be 

quests by Winchell that he be called | heard immediately following signoff, 


Foreign Broadcast Intelligence Serv- | 


the FCC budget for its regular func- 


cigarets overseas. Inside dope has it 


that station was fhooded with beefs 


and allowed to meet his adversaries 


Jergens is donating the time to 


ice. Nicks will become effective tion. The three amendments were . anaes scope : 
July 1, beginning of the next fiscal offered one by one and defeated in | from “winners” who failed to receive | 0 equal terms. Dies for what is thought to be first i 
year. | order, their prizes, with squawks being| Blasts from Winchell and the con- | time such a gesture has been made t 

The Senate yesterday (20) beat, One of the strongest speeches Sen- | especially numerous just before pro- | gressmen with respect to immunity | U%der these particular circumstances, 
down a series of three amendments | ator Robert M. LaFollette ever made | gram left the air. | applying to remarks from the House Netwo! 7 previously have grabbed A 
aimed at restoring budgetary cuts,| was offered in a futile effort to grant} According to District Attorney Ho- | floor by the legislators and the fail- time from Ds cembeotted for political 
approving a budget for the agency | the agency's budget request. La-| gan, the racket worked by Gellard | ure of radio to supply opponents of speeches during election campaigns, J 
more than $2,000,000 under the | Follette insisted there was no dupli-| was directed from offices of the | Winchell with suitable network time but cancellation clauses then segued a 
amount requested. Of the total! cation between the war work of the | Overseas Cigaret Service, 226 W. 42d | for them to offer their arguments into picture and no charge for the k 
slashes, $1,800,000 came from the|FCC and the armed forces. He| street, N. Y. from which telephone | have enlivened the controversy for | Sts were made. : 
RLD. and foreign intelligence. | warned that if the FCC were crip- | solicitors called prospects. ; months. Chance for Dies to earbend Won't Censor Dies Talk 

Spearheading the futile fight to! pled financially, various other gov- Charges of grand larceny and con- for millions came after his request Interesting angle is that the Jer- 


gave the agency’s budget was Sen-/| ernment agencies would suffer as a|spiracy were lodged against the part | to the Blue web that he be allowed | gens company, itself, has been sub- 


ator James W. Mead, who offered | result, owner of WBNY. to broadcast to Winchell’s regular | jected to a few verbal blasts on the 

House floor as Winchell opponents 
Despite this, Dies will be sponsored 
piped-in address from Washington. 
+ > S. James Andrews, of Lennen & if 

1943 Mitchell, said an agency rep, prob- 

1owmanagemen eview ably himself. would be in Washing- 

> t ton to sit in on the congressman's 

broadcast. although no attempt to 

+++ censor or curb Dies’ remarks would 


be made. Legislator’s script, how- 
ever, will be submitted in advance 
to Blue execs for review but not 
censorship. Winchell’s scripts each 
week are reviewed by agency and 
network “watchdogs” to weed out 
possible sources of libel suits wiih 
occasional stormy sessions resulting + 
when Winchell and the more con- 
servative editors fail to see eye-to- 
subjects involved. 


nw 


In line with the Winchell vs. Dies- 
Every week we’re busy at KTUC with Hoffman-Rankin et al. feud, but not 
directly connected, are talks on 
broadcasts for the Air Corps, County “Freedom of Speeeh on the Air” 
Agricul over WMCA, N. Y., this week 
8 ultural Department, County and from Washington. Indie’s Washing- > 
p City Schools, and various committees ton correspondent, Richard Eaton, . 
interviewed Sen. James E. Murray 
KTUC : gave n big? of the Victory drive. These are regu- last night (21) and will present Sen. 
1 Burton W. Wheeler, co-author of the 
up! csi} larly scheduled programs of intense White-Wheeler communications bill 
bang ac local interest. {There are special 
. \ooks events, too; every time anything of ; 
Fly Thiaks WMC 
jeague er local interest happens around Tucson, y 
ile KTUC mi 
microphone . 
60 Q wattel 4 | broad Right, NAB Wrong 
an casting on the spot. These are the é P 
like @ wells On ‘Controversy 
£0 do 1 ngs that make Iriends of listeners— Washington, March 21 
yporte ” catering to their local interests, serv- New policy of station WMCA, N.Y. 
uU A caste: permitting the sale of time for con- 
- in ing local needs. They are the things troversial issues and for policies in 
mo “ , ; which the station is not in agree- 
gyrther RAErY 1944 that have built for KTUC a loyal and ment, meets warm favor here from 
from _ March 1, responsive audience—the reason why James L. Fly, FCC chairman. 
, “This policy, I think,” Fly told 
KTUC Gets Results! “Variety,” “is in general accord with 
my own public statement on these 
matters. It is an example of a man- 
4 agement willing to undertake the 
duty of management. 
¢ 
“So long as that duty is performed 
in accordance with the principles of 
free speech, balanced presentation 
and the recognition of both sides of 
a controversy, the shibboleths about 
the man with the greatest economie 
V// power controlling the free-speech 
tiny mechanisms is bound to disappear.” 
WANTED | 
ANNOUNCER, five years or i 
more experience. Perma- 
nent, not duration position, i 
CBS Affiliate * * * 250 Watts on 1400 Kilocycles TO SELL ARI salary up to $300. Send au- ! 
ZONA & 
dition dise, small picture 
TUCSON, ARIZONA | Ze 
ply. Add 
LEE LITTLE, Manager 
H i 
g KOY, Phoenix * KTUC, Tucson *& KSUN, Bisbee-Lowell Intermountain Broadcasting 
WANAGEMENT AFFILIATED WIT Corporation 
E ITH WLS, THE PRAIRIE FARMER STATION, CHICAGO—REPRESENTED BY JOHN BLAIR & COMPANY Soe Ht nah City, Uteb 
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Relay Test, New Carbon 
Light Aids Tele Progress Post-War 


Two outstanding developments, + 
bally for tele. | Macy Sponsorship Of 
‘Answer Man’ Reflects 
Switch in Paper Crisis 


vision last week. American Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co.'s plan to 
Evidence that the department 
stores must henceforth turn to radio 


spend $2.000.000 testing short-wave 
for advertising due to curtailment of 


radio relays was one of them, and 
viewed in trade as a showdown on 
whether this method is practical. 
A. T. & T. previously had favored 
its co-axial cable for a television net- 
work system. RCA is reported favor- | M€WSpaper space 1s the sponsorship 
ing the radio relay method. by R. H. Macy Co., N. Y. department 
Other ee ee “2 gun store, of the WOR (N. Y.) session, 
lation that National Carbon Co. 
perfected a carbon are capable of The Answer Man, Monday, 
supplying seven times more light Wednesday, Friday evenings. This 
marxs first sponsorship by the mer- 
chandising outlet of a regular pro- 
gram; previous air plugging was 
limited to spots. 
Macy is currently using station 
break announcements on four local 


than any previously developed. If 
found feasible in supersonic tele- 

stations. Young & Rubicam is the 
agency on the account. 


vision sets, this discovery may pave 


way to color television since experts 
realize more intense light is needed 
for this phase. 

Development is rated significant 
by Arthur Levey, Scophony Corp. 
prexy, because Scophony television 


FEMME ‘INFO PLEASE’ 
PREEMS ON APRIL 2 


Femme version of “Info Please” 
| bows in as a sustainer on the Blue 
April 2, 10-10:30 p.m. The combina- 
tion quiz and forum program will be 
headed by Janet Flanner of New 


Yorker mag and will feature four 
other women with her each week. 
First session presents Dr, C. Mil- 
dred Thompson, dean of Vassar; Jean 
Meegan, of the AP: Marcia Daven- 
port, author of “Valley of Decision,” 
and Emily Hahn, author recently re- 
patriated on the Gripsholm. 


N. Y. Hospital Service 
Mulls Radio Program 


In what is believed to be the first 
buying of air time to enlist member- 
ship in a hospital service plan, Asso- 
ciated Hospitals of New York is 


planning a half-hour Blue Network 
show. 

Preliminary discussions have been 
held with agency execs, with indica- 
| tions that it will be a musical format. 


Smaller Nets, Citing Hardships, 


FCC for Out on 


Washington, March 21. 
Proposed FCC rule requiring that} 
transcriptions be made of all na- 
tional and regional web programs | 
may be modified before it finally | 
goes through. Revamping takes’ 
cognizance of the manpower and | 
equipment shortage, with particular | 
reference to the smaller nets, which | 
might suffer a hardship. 
Scheduled hearing last Wednes¢ ay 
(15) brought in only one network 
rep. Philip Hennessy, counsel for 


the King-Trendle chain of seven sta- 
tions in Michigan, opposed the rule 
because of the manpower and equip- 
ment situation. He urged that (1) 
the rule be shelved for the time be- 
ing, or (2) it be limited to the larger 
webs. | 

FCC chairman sames L. Fly hinted 
special consideration for the small 
regional nets when he raised the 
question whether they originated a_ 


is the only one to use an outside in- 


dependent light source. Scophony 
employs an are as used in theatre 
projection booth. Fact that Sco- 
phony always was interested in 
color and in getting its system into 
picture theatres spots the new dis- 
covery as important. New bright 
are has proved practical in actual 
use and reportedly used in modified 
form in two New York film houses 
already. 

The A. T. & T. test of short-wave 
relays probably will require two 
years to complete, linking N. Y. with 
Boston and intermediate points. 
Main object of experiment is to de- 
termine by practical commercial 
operation the relative advantages 
and flaws of radio relay in transmis- 
sion of long-distance messages, as 
well as television, as compared with 
present transmission by wires, cables 
and co-axial cables. Directed radio 
beams at ultra-high frequencies 
would operate the new system be- 
ing relayed by stations spaced at 30- 
mile intervals. 

A behind-the-scenes development 
was the active inierest being taken ' 
in television by Wall Street. Various 
confidential services of important 
financial houses advised that shares 
of radio companies and film com- 
panies having interests in television 
be held for long-range possibilities. 


NBC Personnel Shift, 
CBS Post-War Outlook 


Video developments at CBS and 
NBC this week included a prediction 
by former in its annual report to 
stockholders that post-war would see 
television in full and “natural color” 
and an NBC personnel shift to 
strengthen its programming position 
when New York tele studio trans- 
missions are resumed, presumably 
within the next week or so. 

Clarence L. Menser, NBC veepee 
in charge of programs, appointed N. 
Ray Kelly, former eastern produc- 
tion manager, to be tele production 
Manager at the web. WNBT, N. Y.. 
video studio for actual operations and 
regular transmissions will be resumed 
s00n after the return of Menser and 
ether network execs now touring 
with the NBC War Clinic. Menser 
is expected back at his desk early 
next week. 

Coincident with the Kelly shift 
Was appointment of Wynn Wright, 
NBC eastern program manager as 
national production chief. Wright 
also will asswme Kelly’s duties as 
eastern production manager. 

CBS told its stockholders that its 
Staff of tele engineers, as a group, 
accepted important government as- 
Signments linked with the war effort 
necessitating abandenment of net- 
work lab activities until hostilities 
cease or the government releases the 
web technicians. 


M-G-M's ‘2 Sisters and a Sailor’ completed 


New CAMEL PROGRAM, Friday 
p.m., EWT 


Mgt.: LOU OLAYTON 


The 


More advertisers spend 


more money to sell more 


merchandise to more people 
on WLW than on any other 


radio station in the world. 


WLW 


DIVISION OF THE CHOSERY EORFORATION 


Nation’s Most Merchandise-able Statioa 


Ask 
Discing Programs 


sufficient percentage of news and 
informational programs to justify the 
recordings. 

AFRA has filed a statement asking 
that the proposed rule be, amended 
to provide that the recordings be 
“used for reference purposes only” 
and not for rebroadcasting, so as to 
prevent any violations of contracts 
between AFRA and the webs. Mu- 
tual, CBS, NBC and Blue filed state- 
ments, but none was represented at 
the public hearings. 


Helen Hayes As Lead 
In Ben Hecht Air Drama 


Helen Hayes, currently starring in 
the Broadway legiter, “Harriet,” will 
handle the femme lead in the radio 


adaptation of Ben Hecht’s “Miracle 
in the Rain” on the Silver Theatre 
program April 9. 

Victor Jory will emcee. 
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VARIETY 


{ 
“WE WHO DREAM” 


With Claire Niesen 
Drama 
Writer: Milton Geiger 
Director: Dee Engelbach | 
15 Mins.; Friday, 7:15 p.m. 1 
ENGLANDER MATTRESS CO. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

(Biow) 

This one seems to have ssed 
at least SO fa as the fit 
stanza was concerned. Actua 
represents vitching he daytime 
serial formula into nighttime rad 

0 the credit side o tn show ] 
BCripte Milton Geiger’s experiment 
i! the realm yf tantasy, which 
would be an ition for any pro- 
gra But unatelyv, the 
ta disylu ihe initial chapte. 
was h calculate o elevate the 
standat of radio. Geiger has done 
better before In fac the saga ol 
the child'ess wife and her dream © 
a G neerbread House and the chi i 
that wants to be born raises the 
question of just how effectively can 
ta sy be projected via the alr. 

This one had the same cheerless 
rit of the Albert Bein “Heavenly 
Express” Jezit venture oj several 
seasons back which turn, also 
pointed uo the difficulty of wanslat- 


into the stage medium. 


ing fantasy 


Thus far, it appears. films hold the 
ecge by a wide margin. Dee Engel- 
bach obvyv lously tried to five it some] 
semblance of sincerity and convic- 
tion in his direction, which was 
without fault. and Claire Niesen 
rates a bow for a smooth perform- 
an 


Sponsors made a bad mistake ot 


trying to inject a maximum of com- 
mercial copy on the opening pro- 
gram Friday (17), in fact going so 
far as to destroy whatever illusion 


it was intended to create by tossing 
in a mattress spiel midway through 
the stanza. It not only spoiled the 
program but nullified any effective- 
ness the copy might have held. Con- 
Sidering the show is of 15-minute 
length, a spiel at the beginning and 
end would seem entirely sufficient. 
Rose. 


Beautiful Morning! 


WDRC's Morning Schedule 
tles— 


has splendid availabili 
- i- 

both for no-word and 

announcements. 


ute spot 
Write Wm. Malo, 
Hartfer d 4, Conn., 
WDRC's Nat'l Kep., 
H. Raymer Co. 


WDRC, 
or 
Paul 


Use WORC To 
Connect in Connecticut! 


“THE NEXT TIME T SEE PARIS” 

With Arthur Lesser and Henry 
Walden 

Producer: Jack Grogan 

15 Mins.; Sat., 9:45 p.m. 


Sustaining 
WNEW, New York 

Arthur Lesser is a former French 
official and nitery operato ho es- 


Gestapo in 


‘1941 with | 


caped from the 
a ice on his head and is now op- 
erating La Vie Parisienne. N. Y.. 
boite. He knows France, its people. 
its polities. its double-dealers. and 
conveys this knowledge with an alt 
of authority that is impressive. 
Last Saturday night (18), Lesser 
teed off a once-weekly series of pro- 
erams on WNEW titled “Next Time I | 
See Paris.’ delving into the inside 
of what happened up to the time 
Frenee went uncer the Nazi heel. 
and. having been a member of the 
French underground for several 
mont aiterward, dealt with per- 
sonalities who are aiding Vichy and 


with the Fascists. 


| to new positions that are vacant, and 
i what 


Lesser’s initial seript excoriated 
Pierre Pucheu, former Vichy Minis- 
ter of the Interior, who was executed 
this week (20) in Algiers by a de 
Gaulle firing squad. He _ pointed 
out that men of Pucheu’s ilk in 
large numbers will craw! into the | 


United Nations camp with the turn oi 
events. but they must be dealt with 
in a vein similar to the way Pucheu 


was dealt with—their death is the 
only answer, because thev were re- 
sponsible for the death of many in- | 


nocents. It’s a program that deserves 
a wide audience. Sten. 


“ON THE BARNYARD GATE” 
With Rym Berry 

15 Mins., 9:15 a.m., Sunday 
PABSON BROTHERS 


'WHCU, Ithaca 


(Fogarty Phelps) 

Company manufacturing 
machines, milk coolers and electric 
| fences made its first dive into the 
radio pond at WHCU, Cornell Uni- 
versity station, several months ago. 
Ryvm Berry, New York farmer who 
formerly practiced law. served 
graduate manager of athletics at Cor- 
j nell for many years, and contributes 
to the New Yorker, American Agri- 
culturist et al. So satisfied was the 
farm equipment concern with his 
initial air plunge that it has added 
several stations. These include WGY, 
Schenectady, and WSYR, Syracuse. 


milking 


as 


Present program coincides with re- 
turn of Babson Bros. to large-scale 
manufacturing, which was curtailed 
by the war. 

Berry, on the ether waves, is a 
| farmer philosopher. He chats with 
|fellow agriculturists about various 


| staged in 


“CITY HALL STORY” 

With Jack Ramsay. J. Murray Davis 
and Dick Bradley 

Producer: Ted Cott 

15 Mins.; Sunday, 4:45 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WNEW, New York 


WNEW last Sunday (19) inaugu- 
rated a weekly 15-minute program 
viving listeners the inside of events 


that are taking place at N. Y.’s City 
Hall. 


Written and narrated by two of the 


city’s most experienced _ political 
writers—J. Murray Davis, of the 
Vorld-Telesram, and Jack Ramsay. 
ot the Brooklyn Eagle—the stanza 
goes behind the scenes, delving not 
only into the political events that 
happened during the past week at- 
fectine New Yorkers, but gives the 
little-known reasons for many ol 
these deals being made. The duo, 
through their acquaintance and in- 
timacy with most of the metropolis’ 
politicos, also predict appointments 


will happen to bills now tn the 
hoppver or expected to be taken 
by the Common Council. 


up 


This type program can easily build 
itself into one of the top shows on 
an independent station. It is author- 


teresting to the average 
ows little of what goes 
Stei. 


itative andi 
person who | 


on among the city fathers. 


il 


Television Reviews 


GOLDEN GLOVES BOXING 
BOUTS 
From Madison Square Garden, N. Y. 
Wednesday (15), 8-11 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WNBT-New York 
If Uncle Mike Jacobs, reigning czar 
among fistic promoters. 0.0..ed NBC's 
video version of t! amateur bouts 
Madison Square Garden 
last week (15). he must have made a 


1c 


mento! vote to huddle, but quick, 
with John Royal. Allen DuMont or 
anyone e'se who could set him 
straight on how to get in on the new- 
faneled “news-ecels” and protect his 
‘business invesiments. 

Series of simon pure fina!'s came 
throuth excellently on both screcn 
and speaker, with only neticeable 
flaw being occasional loss of clarity 


when boxers and referee operated on 


subjects, placing particular emphasis | 


on every-day chores and the good 
| abundant life of tillers of the soil. 
| He makes himself out as a fellow 


| who is learning the ropes (farming 
| eight years). He is 


| homey, humorous: the philosophical 


| farmer often sketched on 
}in print. His voice is deep and 
| throaty; delivery is rolling. Broad- 


| cast is aimed to reach farmers before 
| they set out for church. Jaco. 


| Akron.—Bob Ingham, announcer at 
| WAKR, Akron, has become sports 
newscaster at WJJD, Chicago. 


down-to-earth, | 


far side of ring and thus were back- 
grounded by rows of ringsiders. 
Dark clothing of latter, naturally, 
swallowed the principals temporari- 
ly. but never so completely that the 
action could not be seen. 

Smallness of image did not allow 
facial characteristics of contestants 
to bloom in full flower. but contiast- 
ing stvles of boxers, plus occasions’ 
identifving remarks by spotters Clem 
McCarthy and Bob Stanion. made ti 
easv to follow tide of battle. Satis- 
fying to the fight fan was the fact 


| that power behind and damage done 


radio and | 


by punches were detected at once via 
video. 
Crowd noises came in well, giving 


fireside spectator most of the flavor 
of actual attendance. with © bell, 
| buzzer, voice of Garden announcer 
and ringside rooting adding up to 
|authentic arena atmosphere. Tele 
announcers used fine judgment in 


| 


i 


letting the screen tell the story. with 


Our Thanks Variety 


YOUR 1943 “SHOWMANAGEMENT AWARD” 
TO THIS STATION IS APPRECIATED 


N acknowledging receipt of this meritorious trophy for 

“Fostering Racial Goodwill and Understanding” we pay 
tribute to our operating staff and artists who have. through 
their untiring efforts, further exemplified the dual purpose 
which has made CKLW known throughout America’s Third 


Market as “The 


* 
J. H. McGillvra, Inc., Rep. 


IN THE DETROIT AREA 
5.000) Watts Day and Night 


Mutual System 


Good Neighbor Station.” 


jJ. E. CAMPEAU @ Managing Director 


BOO ke. 


Wednesday, March 22, 1914 

| explanatory chatter reserved for be- | 
; tween rounds and in other spots | 
when action lagged. | F Ito Co t 
Tele technique for sports announc- 0 wup mmen 
| ers, as exemplified in this presenta- | 
j tion, seems certain to revolutionize | 
| the Stern-Husing tonsil tearing Dennis Day, who checks off the 
school and eliminate much of the’ Joc, Benny program next month for 
confusion heretofore encountered by 
bewildered fans. Never again, after | @ !4V¥ Commission, will leave a Ge 
television arrives, will home listeners | gap in the Grape Nuts show, it was 
work themselves into a frenzy over reaffirmed Sunday (19), when e 
a light broadcast, only to learn in’ singer-comedian copped even a 
the a.m. papers that the “battle” was larger part of the program thay 
a stinkeroo; that ringsiders started usual. His dream sequence th 
flocking out as early as the fourth Barbara Stanwyck was socko, usurp- 
round, and even one of the judges ing most of head man’s laughs. 


dozed off during what the racio an- 
nouncer described as a “couple ot 
bulldogs locked in a thrilling toe-to- 
toe exchange—right-left-right-le{t- 
right-left—he almost went down: no- 
he’s  up-what-a-fight, boy-oh-boy- 
what-a-light!” 

From that 
come soon enough, 


angle alone tele can't 
Donn. 


“WOR TELEVISION VARIETIES” 


With Martha Deense, Bruce Elliot, 
Mrs. Emma Van Coutren, Walter 
Shaver, Thelma Sobe!, Lee Wal- 


lace, Dick Ettlinger, Theresa Rillo, 
“Red River Dave,” Sonia Stelim 
WOR Cuties (4), Mel Weimer. Paul 
Killian, Bill Pause, “Lueky” Fields, 
Bernard Tunis, Phil Senna and 
Bob Emery. 

Producer-Director: Bob Emery 

_ 60 Mins., Tuesday, 8:15 p.m. 


Sustaining 
W°?X\WV-DuMont, New York 
This program is honest en- 


vor to corral talent for television 

when this medium really starts roll- 
ing in the post-war. As such it is 
}commendnable. but as entertainment. 
i from which angle the eniire 
must be judged, it is amiiteurish awit 
unabsorbing. 

It is hardly understandable how a 
producer or director of a television 
show can permit the muddling and 
out-of-focus performance which com- 
prised “WOR Television Varieties” in 
the matin, 
pilots the program and also m.c.s, did 


ae 


not have enough time to lead his 
actors on a run-through before the 
stanza went on, but whatever the 
reason, the performers. including 


Emery himself, at times moved out 


of range of the center of the video 
camera, resulting in elongated tig- 


ures flashing on the screen too often 
tor comfort. 

Possibly DuMont and the other 
television moguls should revamp the 
technical staff setups and bring in men 
trom Hollywood familiar with the 
technical side of film-making who, in 
many observers’ opinion, are the lads 
who will have to take over the pro- 
duction end of television. A picture 
director or producer would not ver- 
mit such slipshod programs to go on 
in any event, not before making a 
try at having some quality to the 
finished product. 

Most of those who appeared before 


the camera during this stanza (14) 
were so self-conscious, those witness- 
ing the program squirmed in their 
seats from embarrassment. Their 
chores suffered as a result. Martha 
Deane, veteran Mutual radio com- 
mentator, and announcer Bruce E!I- 
liot. who handles her commercial 
; Spiels, both had to be shown by 


| Emery where to look in order to come 
} into focus correctly. It would take 
little time for them. and the others a: 
well, to learn at what angle the video 


cameras could catch them for best 
| results. | 
Format of the program ranged 


from music by singers and musicians 


to an interesting demonstration by 
soundman Walter Shaver of how he 
produces sound effects with such 


everyday items as a nail file. a bu- 
reau drawer and a basketball blad- 
der with pebbles inside. Sten. 


setup | 


Possibly Bob Emery, who ! 


Phil Spitalny’s General Electric 
“Hour of Charm” programmed e 
first of a string of semi-finalis: 
GE's countrywide search for an arpa. 
teur “Voice of America” Sunday 
(19). If the succeeding voungsterg 


do as gvod a job as Bernice Maledon, 
(Continued on page 34) 


the 


ACTIVE 
SALT LAKE 


S. S. FOX, President 
W. E. WAGSTAFF, Com. Mgr. 


* 


JOHN BLAIR & CO. 
National Representative 


Judged by these basic 


major market 


factors — people, ability 
to produce, and purchas- 
ing power —no other 


in America 


holds greaters postwar 
promise than does Detroit. 
WW4 is the most listened- 


to radio station 


in the 


great Detroit market. 


America’s Pioneer Browdcasting Station — First in Detro® 
Owned and Operated by The Detroit News 
National Representatives 


THE GEORGE P. HOLLINGBERY COMPANY 


t 


| 
| 

| | 
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Newsprint Cuts Up 


Plugs; L&E Sponsors Newscasts 


Niteries’ 


Newspaper cuts in amusement ad- + 
yertis #12, together with more gen- 
eral awareness of radio as advertis- 
ing medium, seem to be setting up 
Nn. Y¥. night clubs as sales prospect 
for late night and early morning 
spots. Low cost of this time fits in 
with small advertising budgets of 
clubs, and time 1s more available 


ere. 
Tent clubs have been bn air be- 


fore, usually with dance band re- 
notes club getting courtesy plug | 
charges. 


end merely paying wire > 
Others have bought and are buying 
spots and some have own programs, 
mostly on indies. Local outlets of 
most nets don’t have any night clubs 
<sonsoring selves, but look on them 
as good prospects. Recently WJZ 
carted Leon & Eddie’s five-minute 
new scasts four - times - a - week, and 
local outict of another net has had 
several recent feelers. 

One successful venture is WQXR’s 
“Man About Town,” aired Tuesday- 
Friaay at 5:45 p.m.. scripted and pro- 
cuced by Fortune Radio Productions. 
Jnformal program, similar to column 
of air, has “Man About Town” and 
Sue Read mentioning niteries (sub- 
scribers) in “trip” around town. 


Eileen’ Air Series 


For Shirley Booth 


Shirley Booth will play the lead 
in the radio version of “My Sister 
Eileen.” which is being readied by 
Herb Moss, producer-director, as a 
once-weekly half-hour dramatic- 
comedy stanza. Moss has acquired 
the air rights to the former Broad- 
way show in which Miss Booth also 
played the lead. 

Several sponsors have made bids 
for the show, but Moss is seeking a 
deal where the program will replace 
a stanza currently on the air in a 
good nighttime spot, rather than take 
any deal. Edith Meiser, who writes 
the “Sherlock Holmes” radio pro- 
gram, is scripting “Eileen.” 


NEWSMAN HUGO SPECK | 
SPIELING IN DALLAS 


Dallas, March 21. 

Hugo Speck, foreign correspond- 
ent, has been signed as news editor 
of Stations WFAA and KGKO, ac- 
cording to Martin. Campbell, man- 
aging director of the stations. Speck 
spent 12 years on the Continent, in 
London, Paris, Rome, Turkey, Bul- 
garia and Berlin, as a correspondent 
for INS and United Press, also as 
roving “Variety” mugg. 

He is credited with having seen 
mcre of the Russian front from the 
German side than any other Ameri- 
Can newsman. He went to Berlin 
in June, 1941, to head the INS bu-- 
reau. and made several trips to the 
Russian’ front with the German 
army before the U. S. entered the 
wer. He was interned by the Ger- 
mans for five months before being 
repatriated in June, 1942. While in 
Bulgaria with UP, Speck saw Balkan 
States whipped into Axis satellites. 
He witnessed the German march 
through Bulgaria and visited both 
Greek and Jugoslav fronts with the 
German armies. 


Vancouver, B. C.—Bill Herbert, 
chief Vancouver announcer for the 
Canadian Broadeasting Corporation, 
has left for London, Eng., to join the 
CBC overseas unit. 


Mobile Unit 


For BIG Events in a BIG Market 


WORCESTER. 


| slot as associate editor. 


Elwood Hoffman Upped 


To CBS Script Editor 


Elwood Hoffman, who last month | 
was named associate script editor at 


CBS, becomes script editor this week 


_replacing John Turner, who joins! 


the Blue network script division. 
Mortimer Frankel, formerly with 
United Artists, takes over Hoffman's! 


Hoffman had been with the OWI 
before joining CBS. 


Morgan Beatty’s D. C. Talk 
Morgan Beatty. NBC Washington 
commentator and formerly military | 
analyst for the web in London, will | 
address the D. C. chapter of the As- | 
sociation for Education by Radio| 
here Thursday night (23). 


Fibber M’Gee Show Tecoff_ 


Westinguouse biles For 3-Way Tele 


For Victory Garden Drive 

War Food Administration 
chosen the Fibber McGee and Molly 
program on NBC Tuesday, April 4, 


has | 


| 


Setup in Philly, 


te inaugurate the “1944 Victory Gar- 


den Drive.” 
Don Quinn is readying a script for 


that night which will treat victory | 


gardening in a humorous vein. 


Program Offers Choice 
Of Von Stroheim (Cr 
Karloff As Pet Chiller 


A half-hour once-weekly chiller- 
thriller program in serial form, with 
either Boris Karloff or Eric Von 
Stroheim being offered as the lead, 
is being offered for sponsorship. 

Titled, “Mystery by Candlelicht,” 


Stromberg-Carlson In 
Bid for Tele License 


| 

| 

| Rochester, N. Y., March 21. 
Stromberg-Carlso.1 Co.. owners of 
| WHAM and FM station WHFM, has, 


} 
| appliea to the FCC for a commercial 


| television license. 

| 
At the same time William Fay, | 

v.p. in charge of broadcasting, said 


the company plans to build a Roch- 
ester version of Radio City after the 

war near its radio and telephone 
equipment manufacturing plant. The 
, building would be designed to house 
| staffs and facilities of both present 


+ Potent television 
| terday 


| sary 


Boston, Pittsburgh 


boost came yes- 


(21) with applications by 


' Westinghouse Radio Stations, Inc.. te 


the FCC for video licenses in Bostoa, 
Philly and Pittsburgh where the 
outfit already operates AM broade« 
casting outlets. Construction of new 
studios, transmitters and other fa« 
cilities will follow granting of the 
licenses and WLB releases on neces- 
materials. 

Westinghouse’s Philly studios 
(KYW), built in 1938, contain part- 
ly completed television facilities, 
with space allotted for lights, came 
eras, booms, ete. KYW arrange- 
ments will allow for AM, FM and 
video shows to be produced and 
broadcast at the same time in the 
same quarters. 


progrem has been scripted by Frank | broadcasting units and a large audi- 
McCollum, Coast writer-director.) torium as we!l as the television sta- 
Karloff at present is starred in a tion. Fay added that arrangements | 
once-weekly half-hour sustaining | have been made to obtain television 
mystery program heard on the Blue equipment as socn as possible after 
Tuesday nights in the 10:30-11 slot. ' the war. 


Edmonten, Alta.—James McRae 
has been added as chief announcer 
and producer at CKUA, University 
of Alberta station. He was chief pro- 
; ducer at CKRC, Winnipeg. 


N both the 
broadcasting, 
Company has 
eagerness and courage to 
fiiture 


[hese stations expect to 


developments in radio 


and behavior of these new 


part time handling bv even 


of technical information. 


The 
Oklahoma 


Preparations under way for 
postwar FM and Television 


fields of publishing and 
the Oklahoma Publishing 
been characterized bv its 


Applications for FM and Televi- 
sion licenses for both WKY 
now on file with the FCC and simular ap- 
plications are planned for station KVOR, 


transmission in 


ments is too big and important a job for 


engineering staffs of these stations. 

That is why one of radio's most com- 
petent technical experts has been secured 
for this job. For thirty vears, Dime B. 
McKey has been exploring the frontiers of 
radio knowledge, advancing the horizons 


exploring practical operation of FMI and 


Television beth in the plains region of 
Oklahoma and mountain area of Colorado. 


Publisher gf the Oklohomon ond Times and The Fermer-Stockmen 


The Oklahoma Publishing Company Announces 


the appointment of 


DIXIE B. McCKEY 


ao 


TECHNICAL SUPERVISOR OF RADIO 
Offective Aft wel 1, 


McKey is one of the industry's 
outstanding technical experts 


IXIE B. MicKEY resigned his position 
as general communications engineer of 
the Gravbar Electric Company with which 
he was associated since 1923 to join the 
staff of the Oklahoma Publishing Company, 


plan for the 


and KLZ are Ilis first 10 vears of radio training be- 


gin in the U. S. Navy, in 1914, graduat- 
ing from the Naval Sound Radio School, 
Aviaiion School, and Radio School. 


In 1923 MeKey 


pioneer these 


Gravbar 


joined as a 

Oklahoma and Colorado as they did member of A. T. & ‘I’s technical staff 
standard AM. broadcasting. attached to Station WEAF. ‘Three vears 
Delving into the mysteries, problems, later .he was transferred to trans oceanic 


Dixie B. McKey radio telephone dev lopment and was made 
resident engineer of the station at Law- 
renceville, N. J. By 1930 he was a mem- 


ber of the technical staff of Bell Tel: phone 


radio develop- 


the topnotch : 
When peace comes, these stations will 


be ready for whatever direction listeners Laboratones in charge of development and 
demand that radio take. design of aircraft radio telephone sv stems, 
Ihe decision to add this acknowledged In 1936 he was made sales manager 


expert to its staff follows precedent. The of broadcasting equipment for Gravbar's 


Oklahoma Publishing Company has never Atlanta branch, and later manager. 


He will continue spared money nor effort to serve its Since 1942 Dixie MeKey has been 
readers and listeners and keep abreast of gcucral Communication engineer tor Cray- 
technical advancement. None knows better bar, which position he leaves to join the 


than advertisers how well this policy pays. staff of the Oklahoma Publisiuing Co, 


Owner and Operctor of 


WKY - OKLAHOMA CITY 


Operetional Monegement of 


KVOR- COLORADO SPRINGS 


Operetionel Management of 


KLZ- DENVER 


REPRESENTED BY THE KATZ AGENC? 


Pullishing Eo. 
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CBC Governors Against Placing All 


anada Stations Under One Board 


Ot March 21 


awa 
Pene Morin. ol Montrea 


of the Canadian Broadcastt! 


boa of governors, expressed 50M 
opinions las Free 
resp to queries from the specia 
radio committee at a 
hearing here. 

Some of them were 

That it would be wrong to put the 
non-pvront CBC and strictls o - 
cia lie stations under a singie 
board or commission, but Wise to 


national radio con- 


trol (CBC). He suggested the indies 


bring their beefs to the CBC, whieh 


had done no harm to the pri- 


felt it 
vate broadcasters. 

Morin agreed with government 
officials that a salaried chairman, a 
gm. and assistant g.m., would be 
okay with everybody concerned, 


In cooperation with Marconi Corp.. 
CBC had started pre-war FM experi- 


ments. but the war had held them 


up. CBC will keep strict watch o1 
wave-lengths and channels alloted 
at Havana which expire in 1946. “We 
fought hard for them. We're not 
going to lose them.” said Morin. He 


agreed that more attention should go 


to CBC public relations and studio 
buildings. 

Dr. Augustin Frigon, acting g.m.., 
is to appear before the committee 


Wednesday (22). 


22 Dick Hubbell Quits Ayer 


New Book and Yale Spiel 


fas severed con- | 


Richard Hubbel! 


nections with N. W. Ayer, where 
e had been television researcher 
‘Future plans as yet undecided, al- | 
it’s understood deals will 
ther agencies anxious to bolster | 
their video research and program- 


Yale 


| slated 


ming departments are on fire. | 
ybell lectures on tele before the 
School, New Haven, 
recently completed his | 

on the new medium, | 
Production,” 


publication by 


Hu 


Drama 
April 1, and 
second book 
“Television 
] for summer 
Farrar and Rinehart. 


Philly Honors WFIL Prexy. 


Philadelphia, March 21. 


Ya Never Know 
Chicago, March 21. 

week a call came in for 
Pa Gibson, who was off for 
the day. The party on the other 
end asked for his home phone, 
to which the WBBM _ operator 
! phi It's against the rules to 
y 0 home numbers, who ts | 
t caHing”’ | 

Wendell Willkie.” said the 
voice on the other end.” “On. | 
yeah?” answered the damsel on 
the board, “this is Eleanor } 
Roosevelt.” and hung up. 

It was Willkie. Gibson r@ceiv- 
ing a letter a few luvs later j 
from Willkie saying he was | 
sorry he couldn't reach Gibson 


while in town. 


Sponsors React 


+a lot 
| are peeved because their spot wasn't 


To Spot Kudos 


Airing of the “best spot announce- 
ments” of the vear by Jerry Lawr- 
ence, WMCA, N. Y., dise jockey, on } 
his March 15 session has stirred up | 
of trade discussion. Sponsors 


picked and those who did get an air 


| kudo are patting themselves on the 


| back. 


Radio exees. newspaper publishers | 
ind other Philly biggies joined the 
City Business Club of Philadelphia 
to honor Roger W. Clipp, WFIL 
prexy, last Friday (17). | 

Clipp received the club’s citation | 
for “good citizenship.” In the past 
vear he was one of the leaders in the | 


war loan drives, the War Chest, Red | 
Cross and Salvation Army cam- 


| paigns. | 


| execs take the attitude that it 


| of 


Those mentioned are congratulat- 
ing themselves and their hired pro- 
ducefs while the are raising 
hob with their emplovees. Network 


others 


seems 
a little absurd that such importance 
should be attached ‘to a local airing 
the year’s spot announcements, | 
but the novelty of the idea seems | 


and Fridays by the Chicago Motor | 
(Club; Tuesdays by the Three Sisters 


| Chicago 


‘arin, 


MORSE INT’L PROMOTES 
SLAYBAUGH TO 


Chester Slaybaugh, former time 
buyer at Morse International, has 
been upped to manager of the radio 


department. 


CAB Ups Lehman, 
Appoints Allen 


aCe i eth 
G. Coleman Dawson, independent | Recent metnog 
producer, has been named director | SCOP* os — ucting progran i 
|}veys by CAB (Crossley) was 


of programs. 
New time buyers are Eunice C. 
Dickson and Walter W. Simons, 


Jim Blade’s Full-Time 
Sponsored Air Series 
Chicago, March 21. 
Jim Blade, pianist, is leaving the 
Balinese Room of the Blackstone 
Hotel, where he has been featured | 
for the past 15 months, to devote his | 
to radio. He takes with him 
Bob Pilot. string bass player, and | 
Jeanne MacKenna, vocalist, who! 
have been part of his musical com- 
bination at the hotel. 
Beginning April 3 the group will 
be sponsored Mondays, Wednesdays 


time 


Dress Shops and Thursdays by the 
Beverage Co., all over 
WMAQ in the same 6-6:15 p.m. slot. 


to have appealed to the boys who 
spend the money for the e.t.s. 

Spots which received mention on 
the stanza were: Pepsicola, Newell! 
Emmett: Lever Bros., 


Ryan; Virginia Dare, R. & R.; Sav- 


R. & R.: Adam Hats, Griffin, | 
Bermingham, Castleman & Pierce; 
Supersuds, William Esty; Macy, 


Young & Rubicam: the Zanzibar, 
Marco Polo and I. J. Fox jingles. 


THE COCA-COLA COMPANY 
and 


THE BOTTLERS OF COCA-COLA 


present 


MORTON DOWNEY 


SECOND YEAR 


WAZ and THE BLUE 


MONDAY 


through 


NETWORK 


FRIDAY 


3 toe 3:15 P.M... EWT 


| which 


Ruthrauff & | 


‘organization, contained the basic idea 


| Flynn, 


lowed this week by personne! ; 
boosted Al Lehman, gener, 
manager, into the president's eh, 
His successor as g.m. and 
will be George H. Allen. 
Latter will direct management: and 
operations of CAB, supervyi ree 
search and assist in carrying out ex. 
panded service announced as 


secretary 


| policy of the organization last mo 


Crossley and Hooper, it will be re. 
membered, staged a photo fini: at 
that time in getting their pl! 


plar 


“bige@® and better” surveys pu 
licized, 
Allene has been director’ of pe. 


search at WOR and formerly was as. 
sistant to the president of the N 


‘tional Theaire Supply Co. 


Lord Wins Suit Brought 


By Cole, Former Employee 
Lengthy ligitation in which Deen 
Alonzo Cole sought to prove that 
Phillips H. Lord, Inc., had lifted aa 
idea of his and converted it into t> 
successful network show. “Mr. Dis- 
trict Attorney,” was decided Friday 
(17) by the appellate division of the 


'N. Y. Supreme Court in favor of 
Lord. Csse had been to trial three 


times. 

Cole claimed a script he submit- 
ted, titled “Racketeer & Co.” 
employed as a writer by the Lord 


white 


or formula of “Mr. D. A.” although 
conceding there had been no plagiar- 
ism of seript, dialog or characters. 
Appearing before Judge Ferdinand 
Pecora at most recent trial as wit- 
nesses for Lord were John Rovyal, 
NBC veepce, and other network oifti- 
cials. 


IT'S NOW A HABIT 
Second woman engineer to join 
the WOV. N. Y., staff is Ruth Brod- 
erick, who started on Monday (24). 
Gal recently completed course giver 
by the NAB. She replaced Paul 
who received his commis- 
sion as an ensign in the Navy last 

Thursday (16), 
Guilio Miranda, monitor, also left 

on Monday (20) for the Army. 

Oversby Joins KFEL 

Denver, March 
Gene O’Falion, KFEL station 
ager, has appointed Ed Oversby pro- 
gram director at the outlet. Latter 
left KOB, Albuquerque, 


post. 


£1, 


mane 


to 
hey 


Follow-Up Comment 


democracy, with Raymond Massey 4 


ed 


uma coniinued from page 32 


from Kansas City, did in the initial 
slot the idea will add interest to the 
show. 


NBC’s dramatization Sunday (19) 
of “Western Star,” the late Stephen 
Vincent Benet’s last published work, 
was a poignant sensitively 
wrought story of the poet's credo for 


in a magniticen 
Program was preseni- 
in cooperation with Council 
Democracy. 


narrator turning 
performance, 


Kate Smith wound up a four-week 
stay on the Coast last Friday night 
(17) with a tribute in song to the 
Irish on St. Patrick’s Day. Veronica 
Lake and Franchot Tone, her guesi 


idid a topnotch job in a thrilling 
| espionage play. 
Sam Jaffe, who officiated over the 


paradise that was Shangri-La 
film version of “Lost Horizon.” 
nave as happy a role in “New 
zons” Wednesday (15) on CBS. His 
portrayal of Dr. Sun Yat Sen. founc- 


Tne 


lidn 
Hor 


| er of the Chinese republic, who oris- 
| inated the revolt against the Manchu 


lvnasty nonetheless had modern av- 
plication. 


Roars of heavy artillery, the spit 


of 50-cal. machine guns and an ac- 


tual amphibious landing of troops 
were aired to NBC listeners last 
Wednesday (15) in a special broad- 
cast giving a vivid picture of what Is 
to come when the invasion starts. 


Radio Comedy Writer, at 
Present Located in Hollywood, 
Looking for Another Writer 
Interested in Forming Team. 


Write Box 1732, Variety 
154 W. 46 St., New York 19, N. ¥- 
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Pronto Payoffs For Air Performers 
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One World Radio 

Chicago, March 21. 
If there’s a station here that 
can rightly lay claim to title of 
International Radio, it’s WGES. 
Perusal of station’s weekly pro- 
gram shows wide diversity of 
languages used throughout 


George Jessel, 
duce 
pealed t 
of Radio 


o the American Federation 
Artists for vrompt payment 
salaries to radio performers. 
“There's no reason,” Jessel wrote 
AFRA execs in Ni OY. “why actors 
el actresses have to wait 10 days 
after their work is cone and some- 
times two weeks before they are 


of 


paid. 
“Equity sees to it that its mem- 
pers get their salary before they go 
on the stage for their final perform- 
ance; the musicians’ union sees to it 
that the theatre manager pays them 


currently pro-+ 
r on the 20th-Fox lot, has ap- | 


broadcast hours, ranging from 
Aztec to Ukrainian. 
On from 7 a. m. until midnight, 


Priestley Play to Be 
Televised on WRGB) in Aztec, 


Schenectady, March 21. = Viennese, German, Slavic, 

The Feagin School of Dramatic ewish, Jugo-Slav, — Croatian, 
‘ Serbian, Irish and Ukrainian 
Art will do J. B. Priestley’s three- | : 


act play, “Time and the Conways” 


Form ‘Dairyland Network’ 


day night (23). 
Students of Professor George- 
Minneapolis. March 21. 
Minnesota Stations 


Three radio 


a day ahead. For the theatre man- 
“this is often a hardship. In 


ger 
= ases he needs that Saturday 


many Cc 
night performance to make 
ends meet, while the radio sponsor 
not only has the money up for the 
week, but na doubt has a budget ap- 
propriation for the entire season. So 
there is no reason why the radio 
performer should not be paid imme- 


diately upon completion of his work | 


The star who gets $9,000 or 
$10,000 a week doesn’t need it, per- 
haps, but what about the little guy? 
I know actors and actresses who no 
longer find acting a primrose path. 
Many of them were stars in happier 


days and on Christmas time forget , 


the dignity of the past and play some 
small radio bit to get a few dollars 
for the holiday dinner. But not a 
chance; they can’t get paid because 
of red tape.” 

Jessel’s proposal has been referred 
to AFRA's Wages and Working Con- 
ditions Committee for possible sub- 
mission to the membership as a 
whole. Pointed out by George 
Heller, AFRA’s associate secretary 
and treasurer, that existing contracts 
with the major nets and agencies do 
not expire until Nov. 1, with current 
provisions that payments be made 
not later than 10 days after date of 
broadcast. 


D-F-5 AGENCY SETS UP 
EMPLOYEES PENSION 


Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample adver- 
tising agency last week announced a 
pension plan for its employees. Plan 
is first such instituted in the ad 
agency field. 

Action sets up liberal retirement 
and cash benefits for employees with 
the entire cost being. assumed by the 
agency. It covers all employees in 
the Chicago, New York and Holly- 
wood offices. 


Vic-Sade Go Dramatic 


On ‘Author’s Playhouse’ 


Art Van Harvey and Bernardine 
Flynn, Vic and Sade of the NBC 
serial, draw dramatic spots on “Au- 
thor’s Playhouse,” 11:30 p.m. tonight 
(22) on the same web in the ether 
version of Stephen Vincent Benet’s 
“O'Halloran Luck.” Others in cast 
include McKay Morris, Marilou 
Neumayer and Charles Egelston. 

Director is Homer Heck. 


N. C. Station Files 


Charlotte, March 21. 

Certificate of incorporation of the 
Durham Broadcasting Co., Durham, 
has been filed with Secretary of 
State Thad Eure of Raleigh. Com- 
pany has been given license to 
broadcast and receive and transmit 
and retransmit all types of radio 
programs, 

Total authorized capital stock of 
the firm is $100,000, with four shares 
of stock each being subscribed by 
the following: S. C, Brawley, Jr., and 
S. C, Brawley, Sr., of Durham, and 
A. J. Fletcher of Raleigh. 


both | 


William Smith's class in speech and 
dramatics at Russell Sage Women’s 

formed the “dairyland net- 
work.” They will get Blue network 


College, Troy, recently presented! 
“Alice in Wonderland” over same} 

shows fed through WTCN, Minne- 
apolis. 


| station. 
Purpose is to 


have 


| wre 

Sie a dairyland country to the rest of 

Ryan Agcy. In Wash. the nation. Involved are E. C. Hayek, 


Vincent F. Callahan, recently di- | KATE; Max H. White, KWNO, and 


rector of radio and press for the | 
Treasury’s war finance division, has 
| joined the Lewis E. Ryan ad agency | 
}in Washington. Callahan will handle} Toledo.—Pfc. Bernard L. Young, 
| Government liaison, radio activities, | former announcer for Toledo sta- 
| publicity and public relations. | tions, has been commissioned a sec- 
| Former Treasury aide will split}ond lieutenant in the marines at 
time between Washington and N. Y. | Quantico. 


publisher of Winona Herald: and 
Harry Linder; KWLM, Willmar. 


Shows; Only-8 Out 


James Jewell Resigns 


CBS Production Stat 


Chi 


|over the direction of the 
| strong” strip, has tendered his resig- 
jnation to CBS but will remain on 
| the production staff until he can be 
replaced. 

| O. J. Neuworth, who resigned as 
| assistant program director of WBBM 


ducer of the “Romance of 
| Trent” has returned to the Wrigley 
building station as a staff producer 
but will continue his outside work. 


Gleason Returning 
To ‘Keep Ahead’ Show 


the Edelbrew “Keep Ahead.” Friday 
night half-hour show heard at 7:3 
over WOR. 

Comedian dropped out of the airer 
on February 25 in order to join the 
cast of “Follow the Girls.” Dave 
Wolper musical, for its out of town 


tryout. 


James Jewell, who recently took | 
“Jack Arm- | 


Helen | 


Jackie Gleason returns April 7 to} 


Survey Shows Slim Pickings on Tyro 


of 5,446 Click in Chi 


+ Chicago, March 2], 


| Recent survey of two local amae- 
'teur hour programs with a come 
bined total of 17 years on air proves, 
pretty conclusively, say radio men 
| here, that programs of this type do 
little in the developing of talent into 
capable performers. Out of 5.446 
hopefuls who have appeared on the 
Morris B. Sachs amateur show over 
a period of 10 years only eight have 
reached any semblance of 
tance, 

Graduates of the Sachs program 
include Pamela Britton, comedienne 
with the “Oklahoma,” company at 
the Erlanger theatre, recently signed 
by Metro; Mel Torme, currently ap- 
| pearing in the Frank Sinatra picture 
| “Higher and Higher:” Maureen Can- 
‘non, Skip Farrell, active in local 
‘radio work; Blossom Lee vocalist 
with Lou Breese; Frank Payne, Dot- 
tie Masek and the McIntyre Sisters. 

Of the 3,640 amateurs appearing on 
the Rubin’s Amateur Hour, during 
the program's seven years on the air, 
only five have hit the limelight. 
, They include Morgan Sisters trio, 

heard on the Camel Caravan; Dorris 

Merrick now with Metro: Gloria 

Hert, vocalist with Art Kassel’s orch; 


impor- 


You only have to know local geography and local 
customs to know why the Eastern Shore is as different 
from Western Maryland as day is from night. And 
neither have too much in common with Baltimore. 


WFBR is Baltimore, WBOC is the voice of the 
Eastern Shore, and WJE]J is the magnet of the Hagers- 
town market of Western Maryland. 


D’ARTEGA 


AND HIS 
ALL GIRL ORCHESTRA 


THIS WEEK 
EMPIRE THEATRE 
FALL RIVER, MASS. 

and the 
NEW PARK THEATRE 
WOONSOCKET, MASS. 


Personal Management 

ERNEST LIEBMAN 
Broadway, New York 
Direction: William Morris Agcy. 


When the big political candidates are out for votes, 
they don’t try to do it with a Baltimore station alone. 
They use the Maryland ‘‘all home’’ Network because 
they know the full meaning of /Joca/ interest. 


GREATER INTEREST — 


No single station, no amount of power, can deliver the loyalty, the 
intense ‘listening interest,” of this, Maryland's “all home” Network. 


LOWER COST 


Actually, Maryland's ‘“‘all home’’ Network can cost 
less than a single large station. With quantity dis- 
counts it’s often considerably less! 


Yet look at what you get: Baltimore’s favorite sta- 
tion plus the two really vital non-Baltimore stations 


with their intense local interes 


t and loyalty! A com- 


bined ‘‘all home’ market of over 2,000,000 people. 


The Maryland ‘‘all home’ Network is truly one of 


the great buys still left open 


MARYLAND NETWORK 


FOR INFORMATION - RADIO STATION WFBR, BALTIMORE 


in radio! 


| | 
| | 
| a couple of weeks ago to act as pro- 
val, | | | 
er | | \? | 
ane 
| 
1 
i 


A 
a 
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The Shortest Jump Record 


Concluding three weeks Opening 
Capitol, New York Loew’s State, New York 
March 22 we March 23 


WILL OSBORNE 


AND HIS HOLLYWOOD BAND 


Musicraft Records Soon to Be Released 


LONG AGO AND FAR AWAY GOOD NIGHT WHEREVER YOU ARE 
STAR DUST SHINE ON HARVEST MOON 
1 SHOULD WORRY WHO—ME? 


A MUSEMENT CORP 
Be OMAS G ROCKWELL 
wew “CHICAGO HOLLY WOOO. 


‘Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, ig the estimated cover 
| charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
| Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel vive 
| room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend an: 
‘holiday price. Compilation is based on period from Monday to rte oa 


Covers Total 
Weeks Past Covera 
Band Hotel Played Week On Daia 


Ray Heatherton..Biltmore (400; $1-$1.50).......ee00.- 40 1,150 53,400 
Lani McIntire....Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).........-110 2,025 200.800 
| Jerry Wald.......New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)......... 2 2,000 4,100 
Frankie Carle..,.Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)........ 8 8,100 14.825 
Leo Reisman.....Waldorf (550; $2) ......... ere ee 2,825 3,275 


Boyd Raeburn... Lincoln (275: 950 2750 
Guy Lombardo ..Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)........... 24 2,250 45,323 
| Vaughn Monroe Commodore (400; $1-$1.50)......... 0 1.275 1,273 


| * Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show. New Yorker and Bilty nore 
j have ice shows. Waldorf has Gracie Fields; Commodore, Gienn Mi! 

| Modernaires; Lexington, Hawaiian floor show. 

| +3 days 


{ 


Chicago 

Neil Bondshu (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; 400; $2.50 min.). Dwieht 
Fiske and Bondshu fine 3,100. 

Jimmy Dorsey (Panther Room, Sherman hotel; 950; $1.50-$2.50 min.). 
| Dorsey continues hot with excellent 6,900. 
| Jimmy Joy (New Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel; 465; $1.50-$2.30 min.). 
| Joy and floor show played to great 3.100. 
Eddie Oliver (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach hotel: 1,100; 50e and 7 
/ cover charge, plus $1.25 min.). Around nifty 7,200. 

Ran Wilde (Empire Room, Palmer House; 750; $3-$3.50 min.), Slow turn- 
over last week cut patronage to 11,100. 


Los Angeles 
Freddie Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Always gets his shave. 
Repeat 4,200 tabs. 
| Joe Reichman (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). Early diners and late wine 
make 4,300 covers. 


| Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Los Angeles) 
| Sammy Kaye (Palladium B, Hollywood, sixth week). Out Sunday (19), 
| Hal McIntyre in. Exit musie to 30,000. 
| Horace Heidt (Trianon B, Southgate, 10th week). Settled and solid, 
| Will better 8,500. 

Phil Harris (Slapsy Maxie’s, N, Los Angeles, 20th week). Needs a sta- 
| dium. Full at 5,200. 

(Chicago) 

Gay Claridge (Chez Paree; 650; $3-$3.50 min.). With floor show headed 
by Jackie Miles, played to around 5,000. 

Del Courtney ‘Blackhawk; 500; $1-$2.50 min.). Business at nice level 
here with swell 5,000. : 


Best Sellers on Coin- Machines 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country as reported by operators to “Variety.” Names of 
more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of popi- 
larity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in paren- 
thesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 
and respective publishers.) 


With Francis 
Happy Hour Night Club, Mpls. Wy a 
Rapp, eteran stro, I MUS I HAY 

or hotel. 


VW + +h ot 
Modest in size, the combo is not M b 
designed for stage engag yements, but eee 


| 1, Mairzy Doats (8) (Miller) 
| 2. Besame Mucho (11) (Melodylane) ...... Hit 
| 8. Couldn't Sleep Wink (5) (T. B. Harms). 
| 4. Do Nothing Till You Hear (5) (Robbins), Woody Herman ..... Decca 
| 5. Don't Sweetheart Me (2) (Advanced)... 
| 6. When They Ask About You (2) (Berlin). 
| 8. Shoo Shoo Baby (13) (Leeds) 
| 9 No Love, No Nothin’ (10) (Triangle)... psig 
| 10, My Heart Tells Me (17) (BVC) 
4 
| Band Review Top Tunes for Your Books 
‘ 

| BARNEY RAPP ORCH (12) An All-Time Favorite 


ig LOY 


istomers take i ik ; 
cu ton ers take its musie like a dt ul k Published by 
to water. Rapp peps up proceedings é 
|} With snappy emceeing and wields Mills 


» baton expertly. 

Comprising four brass, four saxes 
and three rhythm, the band works 
with gusto, spurred on by the dy- 
namic Rapp. It uses lively swing | 
arrangements of current pops, and | 
; the oldies also get an occasional | 
inning. | 

At this spot the outfit proves capa- | GA 
ble of putting on a brief floor show, : 
as well as carrying the ball for 
dancing. Gene Robinson, from the 
| brass section, sings and does it well, 
| and three of the boys capture laughs 
| with a burlesque interpretation of 
| the Sally Rand fan dance. 
| Frances Holbrook is band’s vocal- 
ist. Her work is vigerous and 
fective. Rees. 


UNIVERSAL PICTURES 


and ALL other picture studios 
use this 3x5 VISUAL record of 
song hits of over 100 publist- 
ers, plus old favorites. In- 
cludes lead sheet and lyrics of 
chorus. Samples free. 


TUNE-DEX 


Jerry Buttick has joined NBC ar- 


ranging staff, 1619 Broadway New York 19 


peg 
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Capitol, N. Y., Signs Sammy Kaye, 
Completing Roundup of Best. Bands 


Capitol theatre, N. Y., has about + 


eted its roundup of top bands, 
jaking them away from the opposi- 
Paramount and Strand. Last 
Jc the house signed Sammy Kaye, 
of the Strand’s standbys ever 
he became important enough 
for Broadway. He is down for four 
weeks some time this summer at 
$12.500 per. Kaye is 1-A, however, 
gnd may be collared by the army 


first. 
With its acquisition of Kaye, the 


comp! 


since 


Capitol now has Tommy Dorsey, 
Jimmy Dorsey, Xavier Cugat, 
Horace Heidt and Phil Spitalny, 


just about the cream of the more 
expensive combos. Against this ar- 
yay the Paramount*has Benny Good- 
man for one date definitely (though 
he has disbanded his orchestra), a 
disputed contract with Tommy Dor- 
sey and an option on Harry James 
which will not be fulfilled if James 
goes into service. Strand’s lineup 
includes Ted Lewis, who follows the 
current Russ Morgan; Glen 
Casa Loma crew and Charlie Barnet 
ns standouts. Kaye, incidentally, 
will not play Warners’ Stanley, 
Pittsburgh, and Earle, Philadelphia, 
on his forthcoming theatre run due 
jo arguments over salary. 


Battle among the Paramount, 
Strand and Capitol for topflight 
maestros has not been mainly one 


of money in so far as the latter is 
concerned. In the cases of Tommy 
Dorsey and Cugat there was defi- 
nitely a hookup with film contracts 
those leaders have with Metro, 
which is affiliated with that theatre 
through Loew’s. Jimmy Dorsey’s 
Cap agreement has such connota- 


tions, too. but it’s denied his move | 


in that direction is based on a film 
agreement. Dorsey played the Roxy 


his last two times on Broadway, at | 
$12.500 weekly, same as he’s draw- | 


ing at the Cap. 


Roxy, which started out on an oc- | 


easional name-band policy a year 
and a half ago by taking Jimmy 
Dorsey from the Strand at $12,500 
hasn't lived up to the band policy 
threat it was expected to create for 
the other houses. Dorsey's booking 
then was figured to be the beginning 
of a Broadway price war for top 
band names. The Capitol has since 


come through with a combination 
of film tieups and high prices which 
the Strand, for one, has refused to 
meet. As far as the Paramount is 
concerned, it found itself in the 
middle between Metro and its bands, 
Tommy Dorsey and Cugat. 


That coin isn't the stymie at the Par 
is indicated by a claimed offer to 
Cugat of $12.500 for a future date. 


Herman Looks to G.L, 
Doing Plenty Discing 


Woody’ Herman's orchestra will lay 
in a stock of recordings for Decca 
beginning tomorrow (Thursday) 
preparatory to the leader's possible 


induction. Herman will make 20 pop | 
sides and around 20 tunes for tran- 
scriptions in three days, returning to| 


the studios next Monday and Tues- 
Gay (27-28) to finish off. 

Pop the leader will 
will comprise mostly tunes 
films won't be released 
jaier this year. 


dises make 
from 
that until 


Hutchenrider’s Suit Vs. 
Gray Again Adjourned 
Determination of Clarence Hut- 
ehenrider’s status in the Glen Gray 
orchestra—whether or 
siockholder-— for 
(Tuesday ). 


Was adjourned the 
second time 
Attorneys both 
another three-week 
lie 

-l€ved settlement t; 
_ Hutchenrider began action against 
the band a couple months ago, seek- 

‘NE aN accounting of the band’s prof- 
ts > * 4 
its. He rejected an offer of 


yesterday 
for 
It's 


delay. be- 


ts had 
$7.000 for his shares in the coopera- 
tive outfit, a deal which Gray and 
F, _C. (“Cork”) O'Keefe, manager, 
claimed was accepted and, therefore. 
Hutchenrider couldn't possibly begin 
such action. | 
Decision originally due yesterday 
Was to seitle the question of whether 


the musician (sax) was still a share- 
holder, 


sea Long has settled on seven 
vee trumpets, four trombones, 
Thythm instrumentation for 
S band after experimenting on a 


Perry Asking $3.60 Per 
For T. Dorsey One-Niter 


Andy Perry, one-night promoter in 
Allentown, Pa., has set up an in- 


iBob Allen, dated April 12. 
{is playing Dorsey at the 4,500-5,000 


for one so powerful as the combina- 
tion of Tommy Dorsey-Gene Krupa- 
Perry 


capacity Armory and will ask $2.40 


advance and $3.60 at the door per 
person, he says. 
There have been much higher 


prices quoted for one-night college 
dates, but for a dance promotion 
Perry's rates are unusual. He claims 
he will have no trouble getting it, 
either; Allentown is surrounded by 


Gray’s | 


a handful of colleges such as Lafa- 


| yette, Muhlenberg and Lehigh. 


A Exec Meet 


move 
credible price for a name band, even | oved 


Tiny Wolfe May Be 3d 
Leader of Barron Band 


Blue Barron's orchestra probably 
will _ its third leader soon. Tom- 
my Ryan, who took over the band 
when Barron himself joined the 
Army, has been accepted for service. 
When he goes Tiny Wolfe, bass, may 
assume leadership. 

Ryan had been conducting the 
combo since before the recent holi- 
days, at the Edison hotel, N. Y. 
Only a few weeks ago the band 
out for theatre and other 
dates under his direction. 


FM Petitions 


To Answer WLB; 


| since it 


Petrillo Scored 


Washington, March 21. 
Petition requesting the AFM be 
given a chance to state its position 
before the War Labor Board prior to 
that body's acting on the recom- 


-| mendation of its pahel in the record- 


valuates Band 


Possibly disturbed by the number | 
of its top bandleaders already in| accepts 
service and others who are imminent | 
the meeting of Music} 


candidates, 
Corp. of America executives in N. Y. 
last week delved deeply into the 
potentialities of lower-rated bands 
on the agency's roster. It’s said the 
list of combos under MCA manage- 
ment was gone over closely and a 
schedule of outfits was made up to 
which the efforts of all branches of 
the organization will be devoted to 
boost them into the important 
money Class. 


MCA is the largest band agency in! 


the business. But since the 


ning of the war it has lost a number 


of better-known names to the serv- 
ice and it may soon lose Harry 
James and possibly Sammy Kaye. | 


In addition, Benny Goodman's outfit 
breaking up. Loss of such b.o. 
power is doubly serious in view of 
the fact that most band buyers, with 
plenty of cash to spend, have been 
seeking the best names possible, ac- 
cepting only lesser-knowns when 
they couldn't secure the top 
and often refusing anything if the 
latter weren't available. This has 
helped slacken the market for the 
heavy list of “B” class outfits MCA 
has under contract. 

MCA execs in for the 


is 


confab, 


not he is a| 


sides requesied | 


talks are going on. | 


which lasted from Monday (13) 


, chine, Jim 
Schreiber, 


Breyley, 
Larry 


Chicago; 
Barnett, 


and returned home before the meet- 
ing was completed. 


ODT ASKS AFM TO 
CANCEL CONVENTION 


Office of Defense Transportation 
assertedly attempted recently to get 
Federation of Mu- 
10 annual 
Confab 
Stevens 
early in 


the ican 
cancel its 


year. 


sicians 
tion again this 
take 
| hotel, 
June. 

Last vear's 
celled by a 


ever, at the 


beginning 


place, hov 
Chicago. 


convention was Can- 
iest from the ODT. 


reqt 


Barnet Making Pic 


Charlie Barnet, who temporarily 
broke up his band recently to take 
a rest, ing a film in Hollywood 


is mak 
for RKO with an outfit composed of 
studio men. Barnet entered a N. ¥ 
hospital immediately after disband- 


ing several weeks ago and later went 

| west relax. While there 
| sold for the film. 
Leader will finish the chore betore 

i the end of the month and intends re- 
| organizing in N. Y. around April 10. 
| However. it’s reported, but uncon- 
firmed, that he again in 1-A 
|Leader already been rejected 

twice, 


} © 
to ne was 


1s 
nas 


Bobby Mellon Quits Peer 


| “Bobby Mellon. general profes- 
jsional manager of Southern, Pee: 


‘and Melodylane music firms, has re- 
| signed, effective in four weeks, he 
| Says. 


| It was rumored early this week 


& record date with nine saxes, | that Mellon was headed far & spot 
with BMI, but that’s denied. 


S¢ven brass, 


three rhythm. 


| ing 


{ 
begin- | 


| Petrillo, 

| might 

ones, | 


to | 
the end of the week, were president | 
| Jules Siein; Maurie Lipsie, Russ Fac- | 
Taft | 
Holly- 
wood; D’Arve Barton, Cleveland, and | 
Norman Steppe. Dallas, who was ill! 


conven- | 
will | 


controversy, was filed here 
yesterday (20). Joseph Padway, 
AFM counsel, made the request. 


AFM must argue long and hard, 
since the Labor Board invariably 
pane! recommendations, 

which, in this case, is strongly 


against the union and very much in 


favor of the recording companies 
(Columbia, RCA-Victor). 
Joseph E. Maddy, prexy of the 


National Music Camp at Interlochen, 


'appeared before a Senate Interstate 


Commerce sub-committee, the same 
day urging Congressional action to 
prevent Petrillo from _ interfering 
with student and amateur musician 
broadcasts. Petrillo has cut these 
groups off the air during the last 
year. 

AFM 
was in 


carried an 
35 vears, 


Maddy, who has 
card for the 


fighting form. 


le + 
iaSl 


“T have receivea many letters from 


'members of Congress, all of which 


nothing that can be 
the powers 
In one of 


imply there is 
done about restricting 
assumed by Mr. Petrillo. 
these letters, it 
I would communicate with Mr. 
some sort of arrangement 
be worked out which would 
be reasonably satisfactory. 

“T have not communicated with 
Mr. Petrillo. I am not interested in a 


‘reasonably satisfactory arrangement.’ 


Chamberlain and Hitler worked out 
a reasonably satisfactory arrange- 
ment at Munich—with final results, 
as we all know too well. I would 


prefer never to broadcast educational | 


to do so only with 


of Petrillo or 


programs than 
the permission 
other dictator. 

incredible that the Congress 
would ever by law deny education 
the use of radio for non-commercial 
purposes, yet that is exactly what a 
union dictator has done by fiat. 
seems outrageous that one union boss 


is 


thas been permitted to do that which 


Congress not and would not 


do.” 


U.S. Army Musicians 
Plug Holes in Panama 
Symph in Spare Time 


Washington. March 21. 
U. S. bandsme) uniform. 
are doing a good-neighbor stint in 


now 


Panama. where a number of them 
are plaving in the Panama National 
Symphony orcnestire off 

Whe ( orene a found itself 
unable to fill les in its organiza- 
tion. conductor Herbert de Castro 

ent to U. S. A vy and Navy offi- ; 
cials and asked to b ow some serv- 
ceme! ho had played with orches- 
tras in this country Request was 


grantea. 


Constance Hope to RCA 
RCA-Victo appointed Con- 
stance Hope, former press agent, as 
relations 
replacing Charles 
She 


has 
director Of artists 
Red Sea) series, 
O'Connell. who left recently. 
goes to wo k Ap) ie 

At one time Miss Hope repre- 
sented of the 
classical talent in her field. 


many 
She was 
once 
of the Masterworks department. 

Frank Tours became 
rector for Producers Corporation of 
America, succeecing Jacques Samos- 
soud who resigned. 


was suggested that if | 


any | 


-BANDSHOWS MAYBE 


It | 


for ‘its | 


better-known | 


with Columbia Records as p.a. | 


musical di- | 


Parodies Ruled to Be Infringement 
In N. Y. Decision Awarded MPPA 


After Long Fight for Clarification 


Carle’s $6,500 at Cap, 
N. Y., 2 Mos. After Bow 


Frankie Carle’s orchestra, which 
debuted Feb. 13, has been sold to the 
Capitol theatre, N. Y.. for four weeks 
at $6.500 per, an extraordinary price 
for a new band. 
house either April 13 or 20. 

Carle’s booking at the Hotel Penn- 
sylvania, N. Y., also was unusual 
was concluded before the 
band was organized. He built a tem- 
porary combo on the Coast around 
his piano to make audition record- 
ings, the strength of which the 
Penn bought him. Later he came to 
N. Y. and organized. 

Carle is adding a second piano to 
his outfit, to give him a little more 
time to front the band. 


Okay Piped Music 
Fees For C 


Ottawa, March 21 
Canadian Performing Rights So- 
ciety has been given permission by 


on 


| Secretary of State to collect license 


fees from industrial plants using 
music piped to employees. If tunes 
are carried into the plant’s loud- 


speakers from a telephone central or 
studio, CPRS gets a fee equal to 10% 
of the amount charged for the serv- 


ice. If the musie originates in the 
plant. the CPRS take is $25 for six 
months. if the average number of 
employees in that time doesn’t ex- 


‘ceed 500, and an additional $5 half- 


yearly for each additional 100 
plovees. 

CPRS also gets the right to collect 
license fees for performances of its 
works on 16 mm. film at a rate of $2 
for not more than four prints from 
any negative made in Canada in 1944 
or imported, and an additional $2 for 
each additional four or fewer prints 
made or imported. 

CPRS can collect $138,310.40 for all 
radio broadcasting in Canada in 1944. 
and BMI Canada, Ltd., is allowed to 
collect $17.288.80 for air shows. CBL. 
Toronto Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
key station. pays highest fee ($12.- 
556.67 to CPRS and $1,596.58 to BMI). 
with CBF, Montreal CBC 
close second, 


em- 


outlet, a 


FOR DOWNTOWN, DET. 


Due to difficulty in obtaining 
| product, Howard Hughes is con- 
sidering a stageband -policy for the 
Downtown, Detroit, which he took 
over from RKO on a 15-year lease 
; Several months ago. George McCall. 
his personal representative, is in 
N. Y. to discuss that possibility as 


well as to huddle with distributors 


On picture supply. Thought is to 
open the house May 1 or there- 
abouts. 

Hughes took over the Downtown, 


a 3.200-seater, at a time when he 
planned playing “Outlaw” as well as 

1 other keys and as the er- 
ested in ; it 
Nas since give ip that idea All 
reports he build pa cir- 
cuit for himself are incorrect at the 


moment 


Jukes for Overseas . 


ihe 


occupational forces will have 
boredom of policing relieved by 
American jukeboxes as seon as war 
production slackens enough to allow 
Asso- 
Machine Operators 


new-model uction. 
Coin 

planning 
boxes as 


for consir 


ciation of 


is now to ship as 


current it can to overseas 
forces as soon as new ones are avail- 
able. 


There has been no production of | 


coin machines since soon after Pear] 
Harbor. Operators have been, in 


many cases, hard put to keep those | 
Thou-' 
| sands have been taken out of cir- | 
} culation. 


in existence in fair shape. 


Carle opens at the | 


' magazines, and 


many | 


Walier 
isners 


Longtime trade efforts of 


G. Douglas, prez of Musie Pub 


Protective Association, to oblain a 
court determination that a parody of 
a copyrighted song is an infringee 
ment, were rewarded by the deci- 
sion of Judge Alfred C. Cgye in 
N. Y. federal court last week 

Prior to Judge Coxe’s decision 
there was no case of record that 
' determined that the publication of a 
parody ‘of a song was an infringe- 


ment. There were several cases that 


held that a singer could parody lines 
of a song because such use did not 
affect the commercial value of the 
song to the copy) proprietor. Up 
to the time of Judge Coxe’s decision 
ihe musica] text-book writers had 
pointed out that, le a published 
parody was “one of the orst types 
of copying with evasion,” there was 
no law to stop it 

The quesivon rece tly ose be- 
cause Of an avalanche of parodies of 


popular songs. One of the principal 
effenders was the Song Lyric Maga- 
zine, in which parodies of the lyrics 
were printed util the original 
song title, but not the original lyrics, 
to avoid payment of fees to the copy- 
right proprietor. Likewise, there 
had grown an extensive use of song 
parodies for advertising purposes, 
These were published jin magazines 
and newspapers and in advertising 
literature, and were likewise pere 
formed over the air. 


i; 


Douglas had been advised by sev- 
eral attorneys that, view of the 
state of the law, it seems impossible 
to stop such parody uses. The mat- 
ter became so important to the in- 


ca) 


dustry that Douglas ed a meeting 
of the board of M.P.P.A which 
authorized retaining copyright at- 
torney Julian T. Abeles to institute a 
test case on behalf of the Associa- 
tion. 
Test Case 

Abeles instituied the test case in 
the name of Robbins and Feist 
against Song Parodies, Inc., pubes 
lisher of a series of song parody 


ted Star News Co., 
the distributor of such magazines. A 
financial report cisclosed that the 
latter is controlled by and does all 
the distribution work for F. A. Mun- 
sey Publishing Co. It was. of course, 
important to procure a court deter- 
mination that the distributor was 
liable with the publisher, because if 
judgment was only obtained against 
the publisher, the publisher could go 
out of business, a new publishing 
corporation could be organized, and 
the magazine continue to be dis- 
tributed through the same distribu- 
tor. 

nvolved 17 uses of 
catalogues 


The tesi action 
outstanding songs in the 


of Robbins and Feist, including 
“Chattanooga Choo Choo,” “If He 
Can Fight Like He Can Love,” 
“Over There.” “How About You,” 
and “Elmer’s Tune.’ The defendant, 
Song Parodies as represented by 
S. Robert Zimmerman, and the Red 
Star News by Murphy, Block, Sulli- 
van & Sawyer. The aciion was de- 
fended upon the theory tnat defend- 
ants were legaliy entitled io use 
parodies of a song, the defendants 
citing the old cases that a singer 
could use a parods thout being 
guilty of an infringement. Abeles 
argued that a singer’s use of a pare 
ody did not ive competition in 
trade, because it did not financialiy 
affect the copyright proprietor. 
However, € otner 
use of a song parody for advertising 
purposes was for financial gain, and 
if a publisher had the right to 
license such uses t represented 
actual competition trade. Abeles 
ikewise proved that under Section 
6 of the Copyright Law only the 
copyright proprietor is authorized 
to publish or use any different ver- 
sion of a copyrighted song, and that 
n fact publishers did have new 
Ivrics written from time to time 
under the original title of the song. 
Same Metre 
In this connection testimony was 


to the effect that a parody was in the 
same metre as the original lyrics, so 
‘Continued on page 40) 


Hamp Joins GAC 


Johnny Hamp, former maestro, 
has joined the General Amus. Corp. 
agency in N. Y. 

He will handle location selling. 


~ 
| 
i | | 
| 
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| | 
| 
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Decca Netted Over Million in 43, 
230G More Than “42; $2.66 Divvy 


Despite the fact that Decca Rec- 
ords’ Federal income taxes almost 
quadrupled its 1942 payments, shares 
in the company earned 58c more in 
"43. Decca declared last week a net 
income of $1,036,361 after all charges 
and after $1,142,000 in tax cuts, 
which is about $230,000 better than 
the previous year’s net. In 1942 
Decca paid $378,000 in taxes and 
$2.08 per on 388,325 shares outstand- 
ing. Payoff for ’43 is $2.66 a share. 

Net sales of Decca and subsidiary 
companies totalled $11,278,345 in ‘43, 


amounted to $4,021.637 and $2,581,- 
452 respectively. 

Decca’s statement is unusually 
bright in view of its purchase late in 
the year of all of the stock of World 
Transcriptions, plus the fact that it 
didn’t do any new recording, with 
the exception of a-cappella discs 
with singers, until November after 
it had signed a new contract with 
the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians. 


Red French, Casino theatre, Pitts- 


Jerk Box? 


Growing percentage of 
rons at bars express annoys @ 
at jukeboxes because in mei 
places they’re turned on ‘i 
blast, mostly by beer drinkers. 
One mugg said to a midtown 
N. Y. barkeep: 

“I'll stick around but only if 
you tone down that jerk box.” 


Jess Stacey to Debut 
Band April 25 in Balto 


Jess Stacey, who takes over Benny 
Goodman’s orch, will debut at the 
Chanticleer, Baltimore, April 25, for 
at Jeast four weeks. 

Stacey, recently signed by General 
po’ will have 15 men, some 


Wednesday, March 22, 


Berlin Forcing Split With Bornstein 


Fire Destroys Ballroom 


Los Angeles, March 21. 

Fire destroyed the Bamboo Room, 
night spot in Balboa, Cal., at an esti- 
mated loss of $35,000. Building was 
owned by Bob Murphy, who recently 
bought another ballroom in the vi- 
cinity for $50,000. 

Rendezvous Ballroom, in the same 
neighborhood, was wiped out several 
years ago by a $40,000 fire. 


Will Osborne has designated Eddie 
Sherman as his film representative, 


an increase of $1,203,317 over the| burgh, pit drummer, replaced army- et ca ses get a chore General Amus. Corp. doesn't 
previous 12 months. Assets and|bound Osborne Fleming with Al] outfit. perform. 
liabilities, as of last Dee. 31! Marsico at Nixon Cafe. be the Gans vores 


i. 


Oth Century-Fox's 


wa JEEP 


Boston, Mass 


HAROLD Lee ‘DICK ARNOLD FRANK RICE HARRIS FLOYD WHITE. CARL WEST 
a City, Mo. 


Philedelphia | 


Detroit, Mich 


i that, 


By Legally Removing Name in 6 Mos. 


Irving Berlin has climaxed his tif 
with Saul H. Bornstein, longtime 
partner in Berlin, Inc., by serving 
formal notice—per contract—that his 
(Berlin’s) name must be removed 
from the corporate billing six months 
from last week (16). In the mean- 
time, both continue partners, per- 
force, until a formal schism of their 
holdings is effected. This has long 
been in the works, complicated by 
sundry demands.  Berlin’s 


forces the final split. 

Berlin, meantime, by virtue of the 
acquisition of ong-half of the late 
Max Winslow's 3315% share in the 
firm, is now 50% owner of both Ber- 
lin, Inc., and ABC Music Corp. Other 
162% share has yet to be formally 
bought by Bornstein from Tillie 
Winslow, Max’s widow. Berlin paid 
a reported $122,000 for his additional 
one-sixth: Bornstein is about to close 
for $107,000 for a like share. The 
disparity in the figures is unex- 


move 


| plained. 


Meantime, Berlin has also served 
notice on Bornstein and Berlin, Inc., 
per contract, made 25 years 
ago when the two of them, with 
Winslow, formed a partnership, he 
can publish elsewhere, and it’s as- 
serted he has already madé a deal. 
Already Berlin set a couple prece- 
dents by ceding the “This Is the 
Army” music to the Army Emergency 
Relief Fund, and “My British Buddy” 
to Chappell, of London. 

Berlin's likely deal with a “friend- 
ly” music publisher is known with- 
in the trade, although it would prob- 
ably be a pro tem arrangement until 
the songsmith establishes his own 
organization at which time the copy- 
rights would revert to him. 

Berlin assertedly made a offer to 
Bornstein recently of $300,000 plus 
all copyrights which Berlin did not 
author. Bornstein reportedly re- 
jected this and countered with a de- 
mand for $500,000 for his share of 
the firm. 

Meantime, also, 
the Berlin, Inc., 


the problem of 
bonus is still status 
quo. This was a moot argument be- 
tween the partners, Berlin holding 
out for the same two-weeks-to-two- 
months’ extra salary for his staff 
last Christmas as had obtained the 
previous year. Bornsteoin 
and action was perforce stalled be- 
cause of the songwriter’s absence 


abread with “This Is the Army” on 
tour. 
Berlin, Inc., has made around 


$100,000 net profit the first half-year 
and will probably top that for the 
second semester so can’t see Born- 
stein’s balking at the bonus idea. 
Bornstein is being advised by 
Charles C. Schwartz (& Frolich), 
the ASCAP attorneys. Berlin's at- 
torneys are O’Brien, Driscoll & Raf- 
tery (T. Newman Lawler, of the firm, 


| is his power-of-attorney) and George 
| Cohen, 


of Hollywood. 


1-A Ties Ayres to N. Y.; 
Seeking Sub-Leader 


Mitch Ayres’ band will be forced 
to find a new leader before his in- 
duction into the army because his 
draft board has refused him permis- 
sion to leave the N. Y. area. Ayres 
was accepted for service recently 
and told he would go into uniform 
around the middle of April, possibly 
before. Indefinite date -will prevent 
him from fulfilling bookings with 
the band. 

However, Ayres 
the outfit at the Adams theatre, 
Newark, beginning Friday (16). He 
has installed a femme trumpeter, 
Stelle Slavin. 


Bob Chester, Philbin 
Settling Contract 


Bob Chester has split with his per- 
sonal manager, Jack Philbin, Cash 
settlement is currently being worked 
out. 

American Federation of Musicians 
recently found in favor of Arthur 
Michaud, Chester’s former manager, 
who had filed an action against the 
leader. Michaud was awarded $4,700. 


Stan Kenton’s Par Pic 


Hollywood, March 21. 
Stan Kenton and orchestra signed 
by Paramount for untitled picture. 
Kenton ‘currently tuning up Beb 
Hope airer. 


is playing with 


balked * 


== 
| | | 
"| 
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JIMMY MCHUGH composeo tHe music 
HAROLD ADAMSON wrote the tyrics 
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“Slated , for heaviest action Now 


F eature- song of 
Tee Sisters And Sailor” (M- GM) 


The Cutest Novelty Song With The Disappearing Chorus 


PLEASE TELL DARLING 
DO YOU REALLY LOVE ME 


by Al Hoffman, Al Trace. Jerry Livingston 


VERSE 


THERE'S A BRAND NEW TUNE THAT'S GO-IN’ ‘ROUND: 
| WONDER IF YOU'VE HEARD 


THE SONG IN WHICH YOU PAUSE AND THEN 


E-LIM-IN-ATE A WORD. 


Chorus 


OH, PLEASE TELL ME DARLING, DO YOU REALLY LOVE ME 


OH, PLEASE TELL ME DARLING, DO YOU REALLY LOVE, 
OH, PLEASE TELL ME DARLING, DO YOU REALLY 
OH, PLEASE TELL ME DARLING, DO YOU — 
OH, PLEASE TELL ME DARLING, DO 
OH, PLEASE TELL ME DARLING, 
OH, PLEASE TELL ME 
OH, PLEASE TELL 
OH, PLEASE 


ALSO SPECIAL MATERIAL 


OH. 
AND PATTER CHORUS 


1619 Broadway, New York=—19° Boston 


of 
| 
hole Country 
: 
ly the u 
he > Hit Lilt. Printed as both 
Waltz and Fox Trot and 
by SILELL either way. 
By Mann Curtis, Vic Mizzy 
JU. 
| i 
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ASCAP Nixes Gilbert's Request 
To Witness Election Vote Count 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers last week 
rejected a request by L. Wolfe 
Gilbert that he be allowed to wit- 
ness the counting of ballots filed in 
the Society’s elections for places on 


the board of directors. Gilbert is a 
member of the incumbent writer 
faction of the board and, of course, 
a nominee for reelection. 

Ballots were opened at ASCAP} 
offices yesterday (Tuesday) and 


counted and the results reported to, 
the election committee today (Wed- | 
nesday). Installation of officers, 
however, doesn’t occur until next | 
week (29), when the annual mem- | 
bership meeting takes place. 
Gilbert’s request to witness the 
counting of the ballots (they are 
filed by mail and not opened until 
all are in) is probably due to the 
heat of this year’s campaigning. He 
is one of the bitterest opponents of 
the Society’s projected point-plan of 
writer classification, which hasn't 
yet gone into effect, and the elec- 
tioneering against him because of 
this attitude has been strong. 
ASCAP’s point-plan was supposed | 
to have become operative Jan. 1, but | 
Opposition against it, from standard 


Adams Vice Gilbert 


All incumbent members of the 
board of directors of ASCAP 
were returned to their posts 
when the ballots were opened 
and counted yesterday (Tues- 
day), with the exception of 
songsmith L. Wolfe Gilbert, who 
was replaced by Stanley Adams. 

Publisher-members reelected 
are: Richard F. Murray, J. J. 
Robbins, Jack Bregman, Walter 
Fischer. Writer-members: Deems 
Taylor, Otto Harbach, Richard 
Rodgers and Stanley Adams. 


strong that it was temporarily set 
aside. However, as soon the elec- 
tions are completed, work on put- 
ting it through will begin again. 

Stymie has been a demand by the 
standard writers that their works 
gather five points per performance 
to one per performance of pop tunes. 
This ratio is deemed far out of line 
by the opposition. 


Solly Left, formerly a partner in 
the Campbell-Porgie music firm, 
goes to California for Witmark 


writers led by Gilbert, has been so! Music this week. 


| 


10 Best Song Sellers 


(Week Ending March 18) 


Mairzy Mille 

Besame Mucho...... Melodylane 
Don’t Sweetheart Me. .Advanced 
River of Roses..........- Shapiro 


I Couldn't Sleep....T. B. Harms 
When They Ask..........Berlin 
Poinciana 
Lovely Way...........Crawford 
No Love, Nothin’.......Triangle 
Wish I Could Hide...... Shapiro 


Lakeside Park Will 
Resume Easter Sunday 


Howard Hobbs’ Lakeside Park, 
Mahanoy City, Pa., one-night pro- 
motion, will resume operation Easter 
Sunday. Spot has bought Russ Mor- 
gan’s orchestra for that day, and 
agency single-date bookers say the 
spot will run all summer, weekends 
only or whenever big names are 
available. 


Hobbs’ spot operated  intermit- 
tently last year. 


FRANK TOURS WITH PCA 


Frank Tours, musical director on 
the Fannie Brice airer, new musical 
director for Producers Corp. of 
America, 

Tours replaces Jacques Samossoud 
who has severed his connection with 
the company. 


CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


Following list of the most played popular tunes on the networks for the 
week beginning Monday and through Sunday, March 13-19 from 5 p.m, 
to 1 a.m., is made up of tunes with 10 or more plugs. List represents the 
first approximately 25 leaders in alphabetical order (in some cases there 
are ties, accounting for a longer list). The compilations embrace the 
NBC, CBS, Blue and Mutual Networks, as represented by WEAF, WABC, 


WJZ and WOR, N. Y., and are based on data provided by Accurate Report. 
ing Service, regular checking source of the music publishing industry, 


TITLE PUBLISHER 
A Lovely Way to Spend Eve—;“Higher and Higher”....... Crawford 
And Suddenly It’s Spring—j“Lady In the Dark".......... Famous 
Do Nothing Till You Hear From Me....................... Robbins 
Goodnight Wherever You Are. Shapiro 
I Couldn't Sleep a Wink—i“Higher and Higher”........... T. B. Harms 
I Love You—*“Mexican Hayride” Chappell 
Long Ago and Far Away—j“Cover Girl”.................. Crawford 
Louise—1“Can't Ration Love” Paramount 
Someday I'll Meet You Again—?*+“Passage Marseilles” ...... Witmark 
Take It Easy—j“2 Sisters and a Sailor”.............. 00005. Santly 


Filmusical. 


* Legit Musical. 


Parody Infringes 


Continued from page 37 


that it could be sung to the music, 
which definitely made the use of the 
parody an infringement of the copy- 
right. Judge Coxe held that in effect 
a parody only represents a change in 
the original lyrics in an effort to 
evade a copyright infringement; that 
under Section 6 of the Copyright 
Act only the original copyright 
proprietor could publish or use or 
authorize the use of any new version 
of the lyrics; that a parody was not 
a fair use because it was too close 
to the original ahd because it is com- 
petitive and used for financial gain; 
that such an infringement cannot be 
cloaked under the guise of an alleged 
parody as it is no more than an at- 
tempt to evade copyright, so that the 
defendants should be_ prohibited 
from doing in aroundabout way what 
they could not do directly: that a 
parody represented copying with 
evasion, which is an infringement, as 
the resulting work is recognizable as 
having been taken from a copy- 
righted source; that copying for com- 
petitive use can never constitute a 
fair use. 

Judge Coxe directed that the 
matter be referred to a Special 
Master for the purpose of deter- 
mining the damages that had been 
sustained by plaintiffs, and defend- 
ants’ profits. 

Abeles intends to prove before the 
Master that each of the plaintiffs 
has sustained damage in at least the 
sum of $15.000, because this is the 
minimum amount of the license fee 
which they receive for a year's li- 
cense for the use of the lyrics of 
songs in not exceeding two song 
lyric magazines. In addition, the 
MPPA will ask for lc a copy in ex- 
cess of 300,000 copies of each issue, 
which is likewise payable under the 
license agreements of Robbins and 
Feist. In addition, each of the plain- 
tiffs would be entitled to the profits 
that were made by both defendants 
from the publication and distribution 
of these magazines, or, in lieu of 
profits, $1 for every infringing copy 
made or sold by or found in the 
possession of the defendants, which 
in any event shall not be less than 
$250 for each separate use. In this 
connection, under the Copyright Act 
they are entitled to a minimum of 
$250 for each use. 

The names of the two largest pub- 
lishers of legitimate song lyric maga- 
zines licensed by Robbins and Feist 
are Chariton Publishing Corp. and 


D. & S. Publishing Co., Inc. 


Frank Loesser’s 


SPRING WILL LITTLE 


1515 North Vine Street, Hollywood—1619 Broadway, New York 


—Woods Theatre Building. Chicago 


LATE THIS YEAR 


Saunders Publications 
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AGVA Starts Action Shows Edict: 
T. Dorsey Must Pay for 11 Extra Shows 


American Guild of Variety Artists 
has started enforcement of its recent 
edict forbidding more than 30 shows 


weekly in out of town houses. 
AGVA is starting actions against 
several bandleaders for pro-rata 


payment of all shows over that 


amount. 

Among the first bandleaders to be 
hit, is Tommy Dorsey, who did 41 
during his recent week at 


shows 
theatre, Chicago. 


the Oriental 


AGVA is seeking pay for 11 per-| 
formances for Paul Regan, who was | 


on the bill with Dorsey. Dorsey in this 
case 1S considered the employer, as en- 
tire layout was sold as a unit with 
Dorsey paying off the performers. 

There are other indications that 
AGVA is really serious on the 30- 
show week. Vaughn Monroe and 
Phil Spitalny recently had to settle 
glaims brought by performers for 
doing more than 30 shows. 

AGVA takes the stand that the 
standard vaude week for per- 
formers is 30 shows, despite the fact 


that the usual booking office con- 
tract calls for performers to work 


according to the policy of the house. 
-AGVA's stand is taken to mean 
that the 36 show week allowed in 


|Loew’s State, N. Y., Two 
Week Bill With ‘Escape’ 


Loew's State, N. Y., deviates from 


Hutchinson’s Pie Pact 


| 
Splits De Marco Act 4A'$ Protests to Internal Revenue 


Dep't on Withholding Tax Setup 


Jody Hutchinson, dancing partner | 
and husband of Renee De Sieves. | 
has been signed to a term contract | 
by Warner Bros., and leaves for the 
Coast May 1. 
In the meantime, Miss De Marco, | 
who has been pacted for Lou Wal- 
ters’ “Slap-Happy.” is shopping 
around for a new dance partner. 


Artistes of 
Bureau 


Associated Aciors and 
with the 
of Injernal Revenue in an effort to 


America will meet 


remove variety performers from 


ful at the action of the national office 
of the’ union in trying to get the 
Treasury Department to resciné the 
ruling on performers which puts 
them in “independent contractor” 


its standard one-week vatide policy | status of independent contractors. A category. : 
with show starting April 6, which VA A ents | representation 
will headline Canada Lee, Ailan 9 9 ) | cluding Paul Turner, Four A’‘s at- tional officers should poll the meme 
Jones and Happy Felton, all of | torney: Rebecca Brownstein Equity bership before taking any action. 
whom are booked for two weeks. The members say they are perfectly 
| Accompanying will be first run S (’ arification counsel; Alfred Harding, of Equity. coticied to be “independent contrace 
|picture of Columbia’s ‘None Shall will converge on Washington in pro- tors” and not have the 20°: withholde : 
Escape.” Understood State had to test against the temporary ruling. ing tax taken from their salaries. j 
OFC h t Four A’s object on* ground that the national office's argun ent 
for two weeks was about eight a are a us status of independent contractors ao a ee would 7 
months ago, attraction being the would deprive performers of bene- = é oy of social ~etepidiea guaran- 
N. Y. Daily News’ Harvest Moon The 30% cabaret tax effective fits of the social security and unem- oo a = os shat most of them 
Dancers, an amateur aggregation. April 1 is still getting serious at- ployment They will on 
tention from the American Guild of | seek to prove that in many in- 
Variety Artists along with the Art- | stances the government would be They also point out that they have 


Arena Managers Mull 
Aquatic, Thrill Show 


Two-day 


ists Representatives Association, rep- 
resenting the major agencies and the 
Associated Agents of America, small 
indie group. 


unless 


deprived of 
withheld. 


taxes they are 


Under terms of the pro-tem ruling 
varieiy performers are mainly af- 


been classified as independents by 
the state, anyway, in cases involving 
workmens compensation. 

In at least four such cases, where 


F N These outfits plan to converge on fected, but the Four A’‘s takes the Performers were injured in niteries, { 
or ext Season Tour Washington Monday (27) to confer , view that performers in other fields 'me thesps’ claims were thrown out 
Pittsburgh, March 21. with Bureau of Internal Revenue may eventually come under that bY Workmen Compensation referees, ; 
meeting of Arena Man- | ©X€¢s. However, they hope that the , edict. on the grounds that they were not 
agers Association here last week re- | Westion of New York can be settled; The trade is still waiting for the 20D fide employees of the spot but 


‘sulted in full 


ranged for 


sehedules 
both “Ice 


being ar- 
Follies” and 


| that 


in this city, as the bureau has ruled 
interpretation of the cabaret 


United States Supreme Court deci- 
sion on the Hearst case. which, ac- 


were independent contractors. 


gel when current contract ex- | lcecapades” during 1944-45 season and definition will ie left to officials in| cording to tax officials, will have a 
vhe ‘also developed prospects for two Charge of each particular district.| great bearing on the performer situ-’ gute 
pires. | new shows to tour the arenas next | If a satisfactory interpretation can ation. It is said that the parallel in 
‘year. One would be an aquatic be obtained from pies district here | both cases lies in multiple employ- 
A NEW SINGING STAR ballet and the other a thrill! show. | they feel that the Washington trip) ment. 
Committees were appointed to draw | Will not be necessary, | Instead of the independent con- 
up plans for the two projects and | Meanwhile prospect of the 30% will 
|nick is causing no setback in the 


JEAN TIGHE 


Dir.:—KENNETH LATER 


| veiling in September. 

Differences between “Follies” man- 
agement and arena owners, which 
| threatened to develop into an open 
break this year, were all straight- 
/ened out. Arena heads, who own 
“Icecapades,” discovered that not 
/ only would the “Follies” be playing 
, their sports spots but that they 
|; would be playing one owned by 
Shipstad and Johnson, who recently 
acquired the arena in Portland, Ore., 
and own “Follies.” 


Following meeting, George Tyson, 


Overseas for USO Since Jan. 
‘'43—Now Touring British Isles 


FRED LIGHTNER 


Dir.s PHIL COSCIA 


;secretary of Arena managers, 
| off for Florida and a two-week va- 
‘cation. He'll go from there to Hol- 
| lywood for “Icecapades” opening on 
es Coast late next month. 


|New All-Chinese: Revue 
For the Glass Hat, N.Y. 


| Orientals, costuming will be Amer- 
icanized. 


casting. 


they're expected to be ready for un- | 


EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL 


Personal Management—JOHN SHANAHAN 


FEATURED VOCALIST 
Eddie Oliver's Orchestra 


NOW 


| construed as entertainment 


took | 


Glass Hat, Belmont Plaza Hotel, A ‘teen age night club, resplen- 
|New York, is prepping an all-| dent with electric signs and a floor 
|Chinese show to bow March 30. | show, opened in’ the downtown 
| While layout will consist of | YWCA building here last Friday 


| General Amusement Corp. is! 


| occupied by the YWCA Auditorium 


booking plans of major spots. All 
are waiting developments based on 
the outcome of the first 60 days’ op- 
eration. They feel this will consti- 
tute a fairly reasonable test-run. and 
future bookings will depend on busi- 
ness during that period. 

The American Federation of Musi- 
cians are trying to get an interpre- 
tation that where a band vocalist is 
an established part of a musical 
group, the vocal efforts are not to be 
in otder 
to be exempted from application of 
the nick. 


Hartford’s Soft Drink 
Nitery Seen As Curb 


To Juve Delinquency 


Hartford, March 21. 


Called The Patio, it in- 
cludes two rooms. a smaller salon 
with soft drink bar near the en- 
trance, and a large space formerly 


night (17). 


across the foyer. Latin-American 
motif prevails. 

Both rooms were packed for the 
opening, with music supplied for 
dancing by boxes in each. 
Cards, ping pong and other games 
are supplied. as well as light re- 
freshment and cokes. Club will be 
open nightly from 7 to 11 p.m. } 

Although as many as 300 can be 
accommodated, the setup does not by | 
any 
quency problem in this 


juke 


e juvenile delin- 
boom town, | 


means solve tl! 


,but authorities are convinced that it | 
CHICAGO may help. A committee of young} 
folks helped plan The Patio, and| 
presumably will have a voice in its] 


future activities. 


ruling allowing variety performers 
to deduct 50% of the salary for ex- 
penses, with the rest being withheld 
by the employer. 


Philly Local Favors Indie Status 
Philadelphia, March 21. 
Philly members of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists are resent- 


WILLIE SHORE 


Personal Management: 


AL BORDE 


GENERAL 


EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 


ard put on last Tuesday 
Constitution Hall scored as 


_If it isn’t too late, that “Gay Nine- 
ties Revue” the veteran Joe E. How- 
night in 


over- 


“AS OVERWHELMING A HIT AS ANYTHING THAT HAS COME ALONG IN YEARS.” 
—Bell, “Washington Post’ 


Wwhelming a hit as anything that has 
come along in years. With an avid 
audience of approximately 3,000 on 
hand, every number in the compact 
entertainment was enormously ap- 
plauded. Joe Howard proved himself 
one of the wonders of the age by 
uncorking a robust tenor voice that 
IS just as good todgy as it was 30 
years ago—maybe better—and_ the 
Floradora Girls, three richly gifted 
young vocalists, the Gay Nineties 
Quartet, with every voice of solo 
caliber, Shaw and Lee, comedians 
Who are really funny, and all the rest 
save out with everything they had, 
Which was plenty and plenty good. 
If Joe adheres to his determination 
to bring his revue back for a return 
afternoon and night performance, 


that should be sufficiently all right 


te pack the place to capacity at both 
sessions, 


Nelson B. Bell. 
“WASHINGTON POST”. 


GAY NINETIES CBS Radio Revue 


Continuing successful tour of personal appearances Music Hall, Cleveland, March 22-23-24-25 


Direction, CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS, 30 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA, NEW YORK 4 


Joe Howard “Gay Nineties” for Model Tobacco, Mondays, 8:30 P.M. EWT, CBS Network 
Management, FRANK MceMAHON 
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Cowboys, Gals Riot for Salaries When 
Creditors Plaster Sunbrock Rodeo 


Milwaukee, March 21. 

A near riot developed at the cios- 
ing performance of the Larry Sun- 
brock-John P. Daros rodeo Sunday 
(19) when 30 cowboys 
cowgirls stormed the Auditorium 
boxoffice to collect their pay. Sit- 
developed when word got 


night 


uation 


around that receipts had been tied | 


up by 10 garnishment actions total- 
ing over $8,000. 

Actions were for unpaid bills and 
claims by both Milwaukee and Chi- 
cago firms and covered purc’ases of 
feed, rental of horses, drayage, news- 
paper and outdoor advertising and 
other items. One claim for around 
$800 was filed by Leo Seltzer, op- 
erator of the Coliseum in Chicago, 
for non-completion of a contract by 


. > 
Sunbrock and Daros following rodeo | 


and | 


condition as when taken over by 

Sunbrock and Daros. 
Garnishment actions are set 

next Monday (27). 


for 


Sunbrock in N. Y. Jam 

Charges against Larry Sunbrock 
and The Big Top, Inc., for violations 
of the War Production Board orders 
prohibiting the use of restricted ma- 
terials in the construction of the Big 
Top Circus, were filed last week by 
| Assistant United States Attorney 


|! General Tom C. Clark, of the New} 


| York War Frauds office, in N. Y. 
| Federal court. According to Robert 
R. Dann, chief of the War Frauds 
office, the circus constructed on West 
50th street parking lot in the rear of 
the Roxy theatre, N. Y., in 1943, was 
| in definance of specific WPB orders 
to cease building. 

Warnings were issued to Sunbrock 
by an inspector for the WPB to 
stop construction on April 26, May 


played there a couple of weeks ago, | 28, and from June 2 to June 15, 1943, 
when premises were not left in same according to information filed, but 


AL BORDE 


PRESENTS 


BENNY MEROFF 


“FUNZAFIRE” 


COMPANY 
(FIFTH YEAR) 


Now Playing 
Sixth Week 
GLENN’S RENDEZVOUS 


NEWPORT, KY. 


desp.te these warnings the Big Top 
| circus builders refused to discontinue. 

On June 30, 1943, The Big Top, Inc., 
filed a voluntary petition of bank- 
ruptcy to effect an arrangement 
| with creditors in U. S. district court, 
listing liabilities at $136,108 and as- 
seis at $43,500. Sunbrock was listed 
as a creditor for $35,000. 

Sunbrock and The Big Top, Inc., 
face fines of $20,000 each, while the 
circus head, because of these 
charges, faces a possible two-year 
prison sentence. 

The Big Top, Inc., was incor- 
porated in the State of New York 
to engage in the presentation of cir- 
cuses and other shows for public 
amusement, Officers are Larry Sun- 
brock, president: Marion Sunbrock, 
vice-president; Lloyd Copas, treas- 
urer, and David Lodge, secretary. 

American Guild of Variety 
Artists collected around $1,500 from 
the Larry Sunbrock rodeo which 
closed Saturday (11) in Chicago. 

Jack Irving, executive secretary 
of the Chicago local, tried to get. the 
government custodian to release the 
coin, which was tied up by a multi- 
tude of attachments, but he ruled 
that the claims would have to be 
satisfied first. 
| Irving obtained a ruling to the 
|effect that the salaries would have 


| to be settled before the other claims. 


Could Be! 4 

Not all niteries will feel the | 
bite of the 30% cabaret tax 
effect April 1. | 

In a clever brochure, © 
Erbe. co-owner press agent of 
the Zanzibar, N. Y., and Spencer 
Hare, Erbe’s publicity partnet, 
have started exploitation cam- 
paign proving that even with the 
30% nick, the public will get a 
better break in any well run 
nitery. 

It's their contention that the 
average dinner, show in_ the 
cheaper seats, and a few dances 
afterward would average $4.35 
per pefson, whereas the average 
nitery can offer the patron the 
same thing for an average of 
$2.60 each. 


September. 


P. §. 


DAVE APOLLON 


Now Earle Theatre. Washington, 3rd return 
engagement in | year and booked again for 


A new show now in preparation 
Costumes by Brooks—Scenery by Kay Velden 


Extending Easter Greetings to All My Friends All 
Over the World 


Philly Niteries Facing 
Another Cleanup Drive 
On Curfew Violators 


Philadelphia, March 21. | 

A drive, reminiscent of the one in| 
1942, which closed Philly’s “Barbary | 
Coast,” is on tap here against night | 
spots which continue to flaunt Penn- 
sylvania’s laws anent serving minors | 
and curfew. 

The campaign was mapped out 
over the weekend by Assistant Dis- 
trict Attorney John A. Boyle, who | 
conducted the “Barbary Coast” 
cleanup, and Captain Craig Ellis, 
head of the vice squad. 

Officials pointed out that virtually 
all of the leading niteries were toe- 
ing the mark insofar as observing 
closing hours and barring minors. 

“But it's a few of the smaller 
places and the one-man clubs who 
are thumbing their noses at the law,” 
one official said. “These are making 
it tough for the whole night club 
industry.” 

Pressure for the drive has come 
from the governor's office. which has 
been beseiged by complaints from 
church and reform groups, which 
have charged that Philly is combed 
with “dens of iniquity” catering to 
servicemen and young girls. 

It was these same forces 
started the “Barbary Coast” 
paign two summers ago. 


which 
cam- 


Durant for ‘Vanities’ 

Comedy spot in the Earl Carrol! 
“Vanities” scheduled for an April 
12 opening at the Wilson theatre, 
Detroit, has been assigned to Jack 
Durant. 

Cast also includes John Kirby 
orch, Al Gordon, Bobby May, Ar- 
naut Bros. and Frances Urban. 


BORGE’S DOUBLE DATE 
Victor Borge, who starts at the 
Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., April 6, will 
double in the Roxy, with the Paul 
Whiteman-Joan Edwards show. 


Nat Wills’ Widow Recovers 


| Pierre and the Bradford hotel seek- 


| ment. 


| Gene Sheldon. 


Mrs. Nat M. Wills, widow of the 
vaude tramp comic, was discharged | 
from Bellevue hospital, New York, | 
iast week, where she had been taken | 
after being robbed and assaulted by | 
three unknown men. 


| 
Joe Cohen In | 
Joe Cohen:(“Variety”) has become 
a GI. | 
Married and father of a son, Cohen | 
forsakes the agents and bookers for 
Uncle Sam this week. | 


| they're afraid they won't be able to 


| tages.” 


Hickey Redstone Spots 
On AGVA’s Unfair List; 
60-60 Clause Faces Test 


Mickey Redstone and sits clubs, 
Mavfair and Latin Quarter, Boston, 
were put on unfair list of American 
Guild of Variety. Ariists, effective 
Monday (27). Action was taken to 
force Redstone to use the standard 
form AGVA contract. 


Court Decision Due 


Boston, March 21. 
In the first case of its kind in 
many months, the Latin Quarter 


Corp. this week vrought a bill of 
equity against Frank Ross, Anita La 


ing io enjoin the entertainers from 
appearing at the hotel for the 60- 
day period beginning this week, as 
they had contracted to do. 

The bill stated that the Latin 
Quarter contracted with Ross and 
LaPierre to perform at the Quarter 
for two weeks, beginning February 
6 for $500 a week with the stipula- 
tion they were not to appear any- 
where else within 60 miles of Bos- 
ton during the 60-day period follow- 
ing their appearance at the Quarter, 
and that the contract with the Brad- 
ford is in violation of this agree- | 


Walters to Tour ‘Happy’ 
Until N. Y. Jam Eases | 


Although stymied by the legit 
house scarcity which delayed the 
opening of his vaude type 


“Slap Happy,” Lou Walters is start- 
ing work on another show for which 
Willie Howard has already been | 
signed. 
Walters is set to go to the Coast | 

| 


| 
revue | 


| 
| 


April 11 to line up talent. No title | 
or starting date set yet. 
Meanwhile rehearsals for “Slap- 


Happy” have been delayed to April 
16 and it will open at Fords theatre, 
Baltimore, May 8. It will tour un- 
til a New York house is available. 
Included in this one are Chico Marx, 
Renee De Marco, J. C. Flippen and 


| 
| 
| 


Saranac 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., March 21. 
Greetings and thanks for reading | 
matter sent to downtown gang by | 
Morton Downey, James Lee, Fred | 
Frazer, Ella Perry and Tommy 
Vicks. 
Margaret Dougherty, Lee Kim-| 
mick, George Foster and Lillian} 
Mansfield celebrated birthdays last | 
week. 
Robert Carter, singer and musi-| 
cian, who left here to go to Arizona | 
for a change of air, has wired for} 
return reservation. 


Eddie Burke, tenor, had a general | 
check-up and 0.0. at the Vet's hos-} 
pital, Tupper Lake, N. Y., and is now 
doing bed routine here. 

Thanks to the Elks, Lions Club, | 


| American Legion and the local Red | 


Cross for interest taken in the wel- 
fare of the ailing performers of this 
actors’ colony, | 


top the last cut I took from Pan- 
Since then he has mastered 
four major operations and is on the 
road to recovery. | 

Dr. George Wilson, of the Will | 
Rogers, has been the actors’ medico 
here for over 25 years. 

Write to those who are ill 


NORTH COAST NITERIES, 
HOUSES INK WITH AGVA 


Hollywood, March 21. 

All theatres and top niteries jn 
Portland, Seattle and neighboring 
towns have signed contracts with the 
American Guild of Variety Artists, 
according to Florine Bale, western 
director of AGVA, following a tour 
of the Northwest. 

Houses inked are the Palomar, 
Orpheum and Rivoli in Seattle and 
the Capitol and Bagdad in Portland. 
Nitery contracts were signed by the 
Town Ranch, John Q. Public and 
Show Box in Seattle and the Club 
New Yorker, Music Hall, Cloud 
Room and Clover Club in Portland, 
Miss Bale also set up an AGVA of. 
fice in Portland with E. E. Pettingell 
in charge. 


Fally Markus Back 


Fally Markus, veteran indepen. 
dent N. Y. booker, plans a return to 
the agency field. Undecided whether 
he'll establish his own agency or af- 
filiate with one already established, 
He is mulling two such offers in the 
latter direction. 

Since folding booking agency 
Markus has been engaged in selling 
theatre equipment, mostly to Latin- 
American countries, but has been 
stymied by priority rulings that have 
made it impossible to fill orders. 


Broadway’s Youngest 
Producer-Designer 


JOE CROSBY 


Louise’s Monte Carlo 
Second Year 


New York City 


Versatility in Rhythm 


KEN 
KENNEDY 


On Tour for USO 


Overseas 


CURRENTLY 


Fl RANCHO 
LAS VEGAS, Nevada 


CAPPELLA:PATRII 
| 


ALWAYS WORKING 


‘‘Whitey’’ Roberts 


Opening at 
WALTON ROOF, Phila., MAR. 24TH 
“Greatest act in the business.’”’— 
Henry Busse. 
Dir., SAM BRAMSON of Wm. Morris 


? 


FOR 


CHICAGO COLISEUM NOW AVAILABLE 


ICE SHOWS - CIRCUSES - RODEOS - POPULAR OPERAS - TRADE 
SHOWS - CONVENTIONS - JAMBOREES AND SPECIAL EVENTS 


NO ATTRACTION TOO BIG 


RODEO JUST GROSSED OVER $100,000 AT THE COLISEUM 
CONTACT - COLISEUM BOOKING OFFICE 


AL BORDE~LEO SELTZER 


15th and WABASH AVENUE 


CHICAGO 


Phone, Calumet 5878 
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Variety Bills | 


WEEK OF MARCH 24 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of shew, } 


whether full or split week. 


} 


Loew 


NEW YORK CITY, Harry Cool 


Capitol (23) 
Jimmy Durante 
Bonita Granville 
Mary Raye & Naldi 
Sonny Dunham Ore 

State (23) 
Senor Carlos 


Jean Carroll 

Will Osborne Ore 
WASHINGTON 

Capitol (23) 

Martha Raye 

3 Little Sis 

2 Swifts 

Condos Bros 


Paramount 


NEW YORK cITy 
Paramount = 
Xavier Cugat re 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Dean Murphy 
Cugat Choir 
BUFFALO 
Buffale (23) 
Jehnny Long. Hd 
Nancy McGuire 
Rav English 
3 Welles 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (23) 
Tommy Tucker Ore 
Billy Reyes 
Colstons 
Regal (23) 
Lucky Millinder Bd 


Pops & Louie 
Tanglefoot & B 
Jimmy Diamond 
DETROIT 
Michigan (23) 
Casa Loma Bd 
32 Hearts 
Ladd Lyen 
Ames & Arno 
MIAMI 
Olympia (23) 
Julia Cummings 
Walter Nilsson 
Garbara Kelmore 
Doc Marcus 
Cross & 


Orpheum (23) 


Earl Carroll's Co 


RKO 


BOSTON 
RKO (23) 
Tony Pastor Ore 

Guy Kibbee 
Stardusters 
Diamond Bros 
Betty Lorraine 
(16 


) 
Martha Raye Co 


Terry & Ralph Rio 
Minevitch Rascals 
Helen Forrest 
Bill Robinson 

(16) 
Chieo Marx 
Louis Prima Ore 
Ray Eberle 
Stanley & Marti 


Jean, Jack & Judy 
Mary Healy 

(17) 
Roxyettes 


Dave Apollon 
he Orantos 
Jerry Lewis 
Eileen Ritter 


Independent | 


NEW YORK CITY 

Music Hall (24) 
Magazine Rev 
Patricia Boayman 
Ben Dova 
Renald & Rudy 
Robert Merrill 

(23) 

Count Basie Ore 
Berry Bros 
Frank Paris 
Carol Bruce 


AKRON 
Palace (24-27) 
Cab Calloway Ore 
ALLENTOWN 
State (27-29) 
Roberts Sis & White 
Anthony & Rogers 
BALTIMORE 
Hippedrome (23) 
Lewis & Van 
Vear! Williams 
Hob Easton Co 
Lenny Gale 
Charlie O'Donnell 
Royal (23) 
Lionel Hampton Ore 
Conway & Parks 
Joyner & Foster 
Lucille Chance 
State (23-25) 
Harry Sieffen 
Harris & Anders 
Al Zimmy 
3 Claire Sis 
(26-29) 
Bobbie Baxter 
The ‘Texans 
Al Tucker 
Roberta's Circus 


The Edisons 
Ben McAtee 
Wilson 3 
HARTFORD 
State (24-26) 
Georgie Auld Orc 
Joan Brooks 
Gay Nimeties Rev 
Georgie Kaye 
NEWARK 
Adams (24) 


Duke Ellington Ore 
Winnie Johnson 
Cook & Brown 
NORFOLK 
Center (24) 
Pansy the Horse 
Marj'rie Gainswerth 
Lowe, Hite & S 
James Barton 
Girls 
PATERSON 
Majestic (23-26) 
Trumpet Aces 
Ros-Ko 
Diana Berry 
Reb Hopkins 
Mack & Desmond 
(27-29) 
Stan & Art Catron 
Hilda 
Harris & Anders 
Apus & Estrelita 
Yost's Mimic Men 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (23) 
Gilbert & Carroll 
Joe Sodja 
Lewis & Ames 
Stevens Bros. & B 


WASHINGTON 


> Heward (23) 
CAMDEN | Int'l Sweethearts 
Towers (24-76) Garter & Moreland 
Den Ricardo Co Tampa Boys 
Primrose & Gold 3 Dowling Girls 


Fiorvinda Eric Asken 
Joseph Marvin Ore | Myrette Ponselle 
Hetel Sheraten Queen Mary 


Hotel Plaza 
Bob Hannon 
Celeste Holm 
Andree & HRonnie 
Mark Monte Ore 
Bob Grant Ore 

Hotei Reesevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Walter Pernmer Ore 
Hotel Savoy Plaza 
Clemente Ore 


Elayne Hume 
Ralph Rotgers Bd 
Old Reumaniap 
Jack Richards 
Sadie Banks 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
Paris Qui Chante 
Irene Hilda 
Bob Maurice 
June Hawkins 
Leo Pleskow 


Milt Herth 

Betty Westmore 
Hetel St. Moritz 
Dolores Del Carmen 


Naya Grecia 
Vera Niva 
Castaine & Barry 
Guy Martin Girls 


Ren Perry Ore Pat Clayton 

Hotel St. Regis Irving Conn Ore 
Freddy Miller Ore! Peter Rotunda Ba 
Theodora Brooks Rogers Corner 
Lynn Gardner Korn Kobblers 
Bob Simene Ore Harry Lefcourt Ore 
Evan Jones Ore Papaya Hawaiians 


Hotel Taft 


Victor Quartet 
Vincent Lepez Ore 


Harold Green 


Hotel Waldorf-A Ross MacLean 
Paul Draper Phil D'Arcy 
Corinna Mura 3 Merrymakers 
I.eo Reisman Ore Sig Schotb Orc 
Mischa Borr Ore Reban Bleu 


Imogene Coca 
Peters Sis 

Maxine Sullivan 
Irwin Corey 
Herman Chittison 3 
Julius Monk 


e 
Ted Lewis & Ore 
Reed Sisters 
Geraldine De Bois 
Paul White 
Teddy Hale 


Rebe Fox Sammy's 
Charles Whittier Bowery Gay 90's 
June Edwards Marty Reide 

Jimmy Kelly’s Jack Sheehan 
Glenda Hope Spivy’s Roof 
Jeanne Lynne Spivy 


Jo Ann Collier 


Walter Liberace 
John Rockwood 


Keating 


Burke 2 Stork Club 
Terry Spike Russ Smith Orch 
Renee vern-on-Green 


Mildred Truce Joe Ricardel Ore 
Romero & Rosita Tony’s Trouville 
Carter & Ross Cy Walter” 
Alex Giraldo 
Kelly's Stable Harry Le Roy 


Clark Monree Ore Edy 
Celeman Hlawkins Bus Davis 
Clarence Profit 3 Ubangi Club 
Dink Patterson Viola Jefferson 
Billy Daniels Hot Cha Drew 
Miss Rhapsody Uersn tllee 
La Conga Chu Cho Martinez 
Carmen Amaya Paul Remos 
Sabicas Ray Sinatra Ore 
Antonio & Leonor Machito Bad 


Gloria Belmonte 
Paco 
Geronimo Villarino 
Marta Dominguez 
La Martinique 
Frances Fave 
Nerman Lawrence 
Barbara Blaine 
Maxi Bergere Ore 
Socasses Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Billy Vine 
Cardini 


De Castro Sis 
Larry Douglas 

Ronnie Cunningham 

Jack Blair 

Mata & Hari 

Village Sarn 

Dick Thomas 

Red River Dave 

Estelle Loring 

Tiny Clark 

Gerr! Gale 

Pep Brewnlee’s H 
Village Vanguard 


BOOKING THE NATION'S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


EDWARD SHERMAN AGENCY | 


NEW YORK 


PARAMOUNT BUILDING 


BEVERLY 


CALIFOR 


HILLS, CAL. |) 


NIA BANK BLDG. 


8 Winter Sis 

Roy Smeck 

Condos Bros 

3 Swifts 
CINCINNATI 
Palace (23) 


Jimmy Dorsey Ore 

Peg Leg Baies 

Coley Werth & M 
(16) 


Johnny Long Ore 
Marcy McGuire 
Gene Sheldon 
Billy Reyes 
CLEVELAND 
Albee (23) 
3 Wells 


COLUMBTS 
RKO (23) 
Tomimy Dorsey Ore 

Gene Krupa 

Paul Regan 

3 Edwards Sis 
(21-23) 


Louis Prima Ore 
Ray Eberle 
Pat Henning 
Stanley & Marti 
DES MOINES 
RKO (24-26) 
{ Ink Spots 
Elia FitzGerald 
Ceotie Williams Ore 
Eddie Vinson 
Ralph Brown 
Moke & Poke 


Southern 


ALABAMA 
Birmingham 
Pantage (24-26) 


SO. CAROLINA 
Anderson 
Criterion (25) 


Beachcembers Rev | Renfro Valley Show 
Mobile Charlesten 
Lyric (22-26) Victory (20-21) 
Glamour Girl Rev | Ress Russell's Show 
GEORGIA Columbia 
Carolina (22-23) 
ugusta Eye Dears of 1944 
Medjeska (22-25) Greenville 
Red, Hot & Lovely Center (21) 
NO. CAROLINA Red, Hot & Lovely 


WALTER 


Week of 


OLYMPIA, MIAMI 


Mgt—EDDIE SMITH 


NILSSON 


March 22 


Asheville 
Plaza (24-25) 
Alex Gerber’s Rev 
Charlotte 
Broadway (24-25) 
ollies 4d’ Armour 
Concord 
Paramount (21) 
ake It Snappy 
Durham 
Carolina (23) 
Renfro Valley Show 
High Point 
Paramount (22) 
lex Gerber’ s Rey 
Wilmington 
arolina (24-25 
“ye Dears of TY 


Spartanburg 
State (20) 
Red, Hot & Lovely 
TENNESSEE 
Knoxville 
Bijew (20-21) 
Beachcombers Rev 
VIRGINIA 
Danville 
Rialto (23) 

Make It Snappy 
Newport News 
James (21-23) 

Spices of 1944 

Reanoke 
Roanoke (22-23) 


Fellies d'Amour 


Warner 


NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (24) 
R (Ind Week) 
ae Morgan Ore 
fineviteh Rascals 
arbara Blaine 
Ke ELMIRA 
Meeney (27-29 
Richard Himber Ore 
(21-23) 
an Savitt Ore 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (24) 


Jane Withers 
Steve Evans 
(17) 
Blue Barron's Ore 
Tommy Ryan 
Mary Beth Hughes 
Carlton Emmy 
Jack Durante 
WASHINGTON 

Earle (24) 

Roxyeites 


Ballantine 


Ray Heaiherton Ore 


Cabaret Bills | 


| 
| 


| 


NEW YORK CITY 


Aquarium Kest. 
M Powell Maniacs 
Jerry Montanna Bd 
Angie Bond 3 
Armando'’s 

Francine 
Bal Tavarin 
Roy Douglas 
S Montmartra Gls 
Acorn & Simmons 
Jack Barrie 
kou Harold Ore 
Frauk ‘Warren Ore 

Bill Bertolotti’s 
Norma Raymond 
Laura Wilson 
Vincent Pierce 
Sally Goodwin 
Moya Gifford 
Loretta Lane 
Victor Dietz 
Judith Baker 
George Morris Ore 
Den Syivio Ore 
Roberto Orc 

Bill’s Gay 
Ethel Gilbert 
Joan Reilly 
Charles Rosoff 
Bernie Grauer 
Hareld Willard 
Jack Ryan 
Charles Strickland 
Jimmy Burns 
Bill Kelsey 
Gay Quartette 

Biuc Angel 
Carrie Finnell 
The Bernards 
Evelyn Knight 
Nora Sheridan 
Ellis Larkins Trio 
Stuart Ross 
Bunty Pendleton 


Ann 


Seciety 
(Midtown) 
Jimmy Save 
Mildred Bailey 
Kenneth Spencer 
Eugene Fields 3 
Teddy Wilson Oro 
Cafe Soctety 
(Village) 
Primus 
Mary Lou Willfams 
Josh White 
Eddie Heywood Orc 
Casbah 
Lillian Clark 
Jimmy Harkins 3 
Danny Yates Ore 
Casine Russe 
Nina Tarasova 
Dmitri Matvienko 
Nicholas Khadarik 
N Veralle Ballet 
Viadimir Lazarev 
Cc. Codolban Ore 
Cerutti’s 
Tom Morro 
Eddie Steele 
Toni Morrow 
Maxine Johnson 
Club 18 
Roy Sedley 
Vinee Curran 
Noel Toy 
Fatso Marco 
Eddie Lord 
Gordon Andrews O 
Club 5 
Frankie Hyers 
Pat Harrington 
“Prof Adducie 
Diane Fontaine 


Pearl] 


Marie McCall 
Marcia Kent 
Club 1-2-3 
Roger Stearns 
Myra Kingsiey 
Copacabana 
Jimmy Durante 
Mary Raye & Naldi 
Karen Cooper 
Larry Breoks 
Mildred Law 
Mann & Knott 
Los Andrini 
Samba Sirens 
Joel Herron Ore 
Frank Marti Ore 
Coa Keuge 
Kathleen Kova 
Dick Wilson Oreb 
B Bizony Enemble 
dack Dempsey's 
The Victory Boys 
Lysa Bert 
Baker Musicomics 
Diamond Herseshoe 
Bob Hall 
Vivien Fay 
Victoria Rane 
Ross Sis 
Keith Hall 
Sylvia Barry 
Harry Meehan 
James B. Allison 
Four Rose Buds 
Will Quentmeyer 
Rosalie Grant 
Tommy Tucker Ore 
Jose Morand Orc 


Hotel Astor 


(Glass Hat) 
Mickey Alpert Ore 
Alan Byren 
Ralph Lewis 
Rosita & Deno 
Hetel Biltmore 
Ann Warren 
Hal Chase 
Ray Heatherton Orc} 
Commodere | 
Georgie Auld Ore | 
Miller Modernaires 
Hote] Dixle 
Al Trace Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Art Kassel Ore 
“Hete] Easex House 
Niek D’Amico Ore 
Hotel Lexington 
ani McIntire Ore 
Teilani 
Mokihana 
Al McIntire 
Harold Aloma | 
Hotel Lineotn | 
Boyd Raeburn Ore 
Hotel McAipin 
Gladys Tell 
Ernest Hamory 
Johnny Messner Ore 


Hote! New Yorker 
Jerry Wald Ore 


Hote) Park Centra: 

Bob Chester Ore 

G & G Bernard 

Hotel Pennsytvania 

Frankie Carle Ore 
Hotes Pierre 

Dr Giovanni 

Maye & Harger j 

Forrest Goodenougb | 

Kitty Crawford 


Marco. 
Peggy O'Neil! 


Stanley Melba Ore 
Ellen Mitchell 


| Charlo & Dupree Wivel 
Una Cooper 
Adele Parrish Bob Lee ' 
Don McGrane Orch Carmen 
Jose Cortez Orch Tommy Hayden 
La Vie Parisienne | le. Hildeen 
Celeste Holm Gertrude Hild 
“Lean & Eddie’s§ | The Paulens 
Adams Harry Worton Ore 
Tony Canzoneri Zanzibar 
Evelyn Brooks Ethel Waters 
Dedson's Monkeys Maurice Rocco 
| Cowan's Madcaps Son & Sonny 
| Carlos & Linda 3 Peppers 
'Tammi O'Hara Harold Nicholas 


| night clubs and radio stations. 


Mazzone & Abbott 
Shea & Raymond 

Christiati Family 

Henry Therrien 


Albinny Jones 
Ginger Duto 
Gwen Tyne 
Joe Thomas 3 


Tops & Wilda 
Sabby Lewis Orch 
Dusty Fletcher , 
Peewee Marquette 


Lazara & Castellam 

Lon Martin rc 
Monte Carlo 

Dick Gasparre Ore 


Fear 


liged to reinstate workers who enter 
the armed forces when they return, 
there is reportedly no. provision 
which forces workers to return to 
the jobs they previously held. 

This would involve more impor- 
tant male stars than are now at the 
studios, since among those affected 
would be Clark Gable, James Stew- 
art, Henry Fonda, 
Robert Montgomery, Victor Mature, 
Robert Taylor, et al. 

New Deals? 

In many cases major studios may 
be able to tie up their home lot stars 
after the war under new deals, but 
some changes are expected and, un- 


Tyrone Power, | 


Star Pacts’ Upset 


Continued from page 3 


, contract stars in the hope of picking 
| off a few that may be legally free. 
On the Warners roster are several 
| top players under seven-year term 
deals who have been suspended from 
| time to time for various reasons. It 
'is likely that some of them may add 
/up their suspensions and discover 
| they are closer to the termination of 
| their pacts than they had suspected. 
Currently Miss de Havilland is in 
the Alaskan area entertaining sol- 
diers on a USO tour, and will be in- 
formed of the verdict by her at- 
torneys through Army communica- 
tion facilities. During the litigation 
her agents have refrained from dis- 


less business declines, increased sal- 
aries for male stars returning irom | 
the wars are likely to be one result | 
of the bidding. 

Another factor in spurring salary! 
hikes in instances where stars are) 
free to negotiate new deals woudd, 
of course, be the enhanced b.o. value 
as a result of the world-wide prom- 
inence and goodwill accruing to 
stars who have distinguished them- 
selves on the battle fronts. 

Justice Burnell, in his analysis of 
the complaint, stresses that the ac- 
tress is not paid any salary during 
the time that she is suspended. } 

Noteworthy that several major | 
studios have continued to keep some | 
of their featured male actors on 
company payrolls while they are in| 
the Army. 

Justice Burnell, in handing down 
his decision quoted Section 2855 of | 
the Labor Code which reads: 


“A contract to render personal | 
service, other than a contract of ap- | 
prenticeship may not be enforced 
against the employee beyond seven | 
years from the commencement of | 
service under it. Any contract, | 
otherwise valid, to perform or ren- 
der service of a special, unique, un- | 
usyal, extraordinary or intellectual | 
character, which gives it peculiar 
value and the loss of which cannot | 
be reasonably or adequately com- 
pensated in damages in an action at 
law may nevertheless be enforced 
against the person contracting to 
render such service, for a term. not 
to exceed seven years from the com- 
mencement of service under it. If 
the employee voluntarily continues 
his service under it beyond that 
time, the contract may be referred 
to as affording-a presumptive meas- 


Marga Hal Thomas Bd 


Red Cress Drive 


Continued from page 6 


tributing companies will visit all 
theatres and assist them to plan and 
carry out both the advance cam- 
paign and the collections. 
Hollywood’s Campaign 
Hollywood, March 21. 

All-out support of the industry’s 
1944 Red Cross campaign by the 
studios is assured by an organiza- 
tion setup announced last week by 
Frank Carothers, Hollywood chair- 
man of the campaign. 

Among Carothers’ vice-chairmen 
are Lou C. Helm, Studio Utility 
Workers, A. F. of L. local 724; Carl 
Cooper, chairman of the IATSE, | 
John Dales, Jr., executive chairman 


of the SAG, D. T. Wayne, repre- 
senting the Conference of Studio 
Unions, Joseph P. Lueky, repre- 


senting the Basic Agreement Unions 
and Teet Carle, representing inde- 
pendent unions and guilds. 


Shea’s $4,000 Show 
Buffalo, March 21. 
In a pre-collection week monster 
benefit performance, staged at mid- | 
night in Shea's Buffalo theatre, 
$4.000 was collected for the Red 
Cross last week. House was scaled 
from $1.10 to $2.20, with stage 
talent provided by the various 


Balte Goes Over Top 
Baltimore, March 21. 

The Maryland area has gone over 
par in pledges for the industry’s Red 
Cross drive, with a total of 210 
theatres: signed at the weekend. 
Original goal was 205 houses for 
this territory. 


Texas Theatres Rally 
Dallas, March 21. 

More than 700 Texas theatres, an 
all-time record participation, will 
take part in Red Cross collections 
Mareh 23-29, it was announced by 
R. J. O'Donnell, general manager of 
the Interstate Circuit and Southwest 
chairman of the motion picture in- 
dustry’s drive 


ure of the compensation.” 

The first legislation along this 
line in California is to be found in 
Section 1980 of the original Civil 
Code which provides that: “A con- 
tract to render personal service 
other than a contract of apprentice- | 
ship cannot be enforced against the | 
employee beyond the term of two 
years from the commencement of | 
service under it, but if the employee | 
voluntarily continues his service 
under it beyond that time, the con- 
tract may be referred to as afford- 
ing a presumptive measure of the 
compensation.” 

Justice Burnell points out that 
“Both Section 1980 of the Civil Code 
and its recodification as Section 2855 
of the Labor Code above referred to 
were obviously intended for the pur- 
pose of protecting the employee 
from contracts of peonaye or in- 
definite servitude.” 


| classics’ 


cussing contracts with other studios. 

Following the court decision, War- 
ners wired warnings to picture and 
legit producers that the studio still 
considers the actress under contract 
until its appeal is heard by a higher 
court. 


State, N. Y. 

Gene Baylos, who has been around 
in the lesser spots, does not appear 
to be ready for key theatres, such as 
the State, as yet. 

Both material and delivery are in- 
adequate as well as familiar. He es- 
says conventional hotel-room, race- 
track and draft-board routines. His 
imitation of Ted Lewis is uncertain, 
while the pin-ball machine business, 
which he goes into at great length, 
is somewhat pointless 

Baylos would primarily require 
satisfactory material to pay by, since 
indications are that his delivery will 


improve. His 12-minute stay seemed 
too long. Mori. 
PAT FLOWERS 
Pianist 
Baker’s, Detroit 

Sole entertainment in this su- 


burban spot is small Pat Flowers, a 


| sepian with a bad mike and a big 


piano. The guy is terrific, giving out 
for five hours a night without a 
breather. Doles out boogie, tosses in 
Chopin, Brahms, Beethoven and 
Bach, chants and sings in a s0-so 
voice, and works in the mien of a 
guy who is having a good time. As 
a result the spot is turning them 
away. 

Flower has a pair of powerful 
hands, a feel for the toogie beat but 
an insistence on holding the melody, 


| a crisp touch for the classics, a ter- 
rific sense of time and an ingrati- 


ating personality of go with it alL 

He doesn’t Jeave much out in five 
hours and he’s got both the jive and 
trade. Since he’s here, 
they’ve had to enlarge the nitery 
three times and are now talking 
about a new addition. Pool. 
LEE MORSE 
Songs 
12 Mins. 

Louise’s Monte Carlo, N. Y. 

Marking hgr return to New York 
after four years in the hinterlands, 
Miss Lee Morse is currently regaling 
the customers at this Broadway spot 
with a potpourri of “Cabin of 
Dreams,” “Deep Purple,” “Let's Go 
to My House,” “I’m Just a Farmer's 
Daughter” (for the visiting firemen 
only) and “Georgia.” 

Singer commands a throaty voice 
with a trick break, retaining the in- 
tangible trick of plugging a song for 


| all it’s worth, both in the ‘upper and 


10 Weeks of Pendering 
Los Angeles, March 21. 

Olivia de Havilland, star at War- | 
ners for seven years, -was declared | 
a free agent by Judge Charles S. | 
Burnell after 10 weeks of judicial | 
pondering over evidence, briefs and | 
other legal ammunition. Suit in-| 
volved the difference between seven | 
years by the calendar and seven 
years of “actual working time.” 

Action was filed by Miss de Havil- 
land following her suspension from 
the payroll in August, 1943, as a re- | 
sult of a mixup over a loanout deal 
with Columbia. Actress asked the 
court for declaratory relief on the 
ground that seven years had expired | 
from the time she had started work 
under the pact with Warners. Studio | 
pointed out seven or eight suspen- 
sions during the seven-year period 
and contended that it was entitled to | 
seven years of actual service, not 
counting the suspension time. Court | 
rejected the plea on the theory that | 
it would make the contract one of! 
“peonage.” 

Verdict is being examined by the} 
legal staffs of all the studios, particu- | 
larly those holding contracts which. 
have been in existence over long) 
periods, to determine whether some | 
of their contractees are legally free | 
agents or may enter that class in the | 
near future. Independent producers 
are also scanning the lists of long-' 


| orchestra, 


KEHOE 


lower registers. Given a more diver- 
sified repertoire and sufficient time 
to adjust herself to the nitery milieu, 
chantress should emerge as an at- 
traction. Jona. 
THE STARDUSTERS (4) 

With June Hutton 


Sengs 
8 Mins. 
State, N. Y. 
Vocal quartet consisting of Miss 


June Hutton, who gets featured bill- 
ing, and three males is of fair pro- 
portions and should get by. 

Formerly with Charles Spivak’s 
the group delivers such 
pops as “Shade of the Old Apple 
Tree,” “Couldn't Sleep a Wink” and 
“Put Your Arms Around Me.” Ar- 
rangements are not too forte. 

Their best is an excellent bit titled 
“Brother Bill,” which they did with 
Spivak on records. Mori, 


(8) 
Marimba Band 
10 Mins. 

State, N. Y. 

Kehoe’s marimba aggregation con- 
sists of six girls and two men, with 
Kehoe pacing the group and the 
other male at the cello. It’s a 
straight instrumental group, without 
vocal interpolations, and adequate as 
a filler either as an opening or clos- 
ing turn, as at this house, and for 
smaller theatres. 

Limited to approximately 10 min- 


utes, which is about all the turn 
rates, they deliver three pops, in- 
cluding “Beguine” and “Donkey 
Serenade.” Mori. 
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oadway biz Strong; Jacobows 
‘ 9 Jacob kv ad th mediate contact wit! 
Baltimore, March 21. aCODOWSKY an e with her. It ig 
y. leatrics, slow-paced 
mes eX a ] S Current week is dark for legit 4 ‘olonel slow-paced 
9 and with performances that fail to 
here, with week's dating of Theatre Guild production (in association | escape the sheer boredom that 
‘ ~Rosalinda a smasho/ un Jack H of comely compasses the play—and the audi. 
| $27,700 «6 | Franz Werfel, Americanized by S. N. Bebtir- ence—early in the pre: sentation 
0 S ree e ] Set for March 27, “A Connecticut! man. Features Louis Cathern, Annabella, Mme. Pitoeff is deliberate, haltin g 
Yankee” will make the fifth of a| Osear Kariweis and J. Kiward Bromberg: | and, apparently, unce 
six-week subscription list sponsored | *t#sed by Elia Siewert | performance. Possibly this 
] the. Blaney: dramatizati bv Edw Chaney; opened at Martin Beck, N. Y., stems 
Business picked up all along th aney; dramatization by Edward}by the American Theatre Society | yyapcn is, ‘44 from her unfamiliarity with the lan- 
line last week, what w ith the feder: al Ma W Ov Green and Edw ard Allen and the Theatre Guild. Herman |! a Wounw Gist......sscsace Louise Dowdney guage, since she seems frequentl t 
tax dead'ine passed, Lent has made Feilbert of novel of same name; | Shumlin’s production of Lillian Hell- | Sleeping Shopkeeper....... Harrison Winter | be more intent in making hersel| ~ 
no appl eciable difference in attend- opened Monday (20). man’s new one, “The Searching The Tragic Gentleman,.....-. Herbert Yost telligible th alias afi f in- 
f yt “Th Tw M lls.” B A OM Lady from Jane | e an acnieving a common 
ance, nor h: sn t or years, e@xce} arrolls, ooth Wind, with Ccrnelia Otis Skinner, Hilda Vanehn | denominator of performance and 
during Holy Week. (33d week) (R-712; $3.30). Up a bit! Dennis King and Dudley Digges is | Salomon Harry Davis | reading. Performances of the 
“Jacobowsky and the Colonel ind the gross not far from $14.500;) set to follow. Szyeke Peter Kass | maining players are stand 
looks like a success and in its first one of the most consistent of the Sazabuniewiez dward Bromberg 
week v ‘ight up with the gross , money show S. L. Jacohbowsky....+-.- “Osear Karlweis | the exception of a mature one by the 
rad ig, Air Raid Warden Collier | youngster, Alastair Bovd Kyle, 
i leaders, despite mixed first night re- 3 Is a Family,” Longacre (45th ‘ + Colonel Stierbinaky.«..<s.- Lowis Calhern | Whose lines, however. seem t 
ception. One arrival this week and week) (C-1,108: $3.30). Went forward e Cosette Kitty Mattern eocious for one his age Kah 
one next week, while April will be) like most others, and registered neat a De 
lively with first nights. gross Vi “ry close to $11,000, 9 Monsieur Serouille...... Donal 
Estimates for Last Week “Wallflower,” Cort (9th week) (D- Marshall 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), improved b] Jose? Plays Out of Town 
eD (Comedy-Drama (Revue), : aid af or armovs First Lie eutel ni ant Frank Overton | 
M «Musical), O (Operetia). $12,000 Gestapo Official. “Harold Vernibyea | 
“Angel Street.” Golden (119th “Win Lee | 
week) (D-789; $3.30). Grosses are week) (D.1409- $4 ° havik | Every Saaday 
considerably better than last season | The Dice Philip Coolidge | Wilmington, March 17 
and long staying English meller may | poree epic dram; Senator nivel Bdward Grees produetion of comedy ly 
B50) oree epic drama has been topping The Sanders] 3. and Epstein. 
go through another summer; around $37.000 for months Hurton ‘rime | u “he im, 
$10,000: pienty good for one setter. | Ziegfeld Follies,” Imperial (51st Philadelphia, March 21. Sergeant De Kreisler | scenes), Mery Phil 
Arsenic and Old Lace,” Hudson week) (R-1.897: $4.40). Advance sale —-— Rhys Williams: staged by r\ 
(167th week) (CD-2004; $3.30).| stone that even management is Local trio of legit offerings after a string of mediocrities, | tins lighting, Howard Hay: 
Bounced up to around $12,000; long with | turned 4n sound and sturdy grosses | proadway has something worthwhile | by Rese 
run jJayeh shoyv another candidate gi last week, maintaining unusually | tine Fr: anz Wertel- S. N. Behrman } 
for another summer. $34,500, | high Lenten-period pace. comedy-drama, “Jacobowsky and the | vn Lawes Heme 
went o ast Wednesday (19); plavec . ‘eek ; , Miss " ' 
Sheoper” “Merry Widow.” Majestic (33d | W eek and final stanza here, got a| but is div erting theatre which should 
excellent stay of it and is away out! enera critica panning, erformance starts slow i Viola 
Carmen Jones.” Broadway (16th | font: rated around $21.000: 'changes and illness in the cast, did | its faults but is excellently produced, | dake... Roy 
$4.40). ‘ play eart ’ ja neat two and a half weeks’ stint | very w ell pli and clev erly di- 
“Othello,” Shubert (lst week) here, showing, if nothing else, that | rected. “Jacobowsky” rate 1 ~ 
nto next season; overetta novelty | (1) 395. $3.30). Record-running | the town is hungry for musicals. more highly out of town than at pre- | Cartos aris Vine Valenti 
went off somewhat but great pace. d this isn’t the first time | Rosemary Jean Gillespie 
around $40,000. | Shakespearean drama holds to amaz- Abie’s Irish Rose.” in its sixth miere, an io Theatre Guild at- | Clem Sot, wel Itayiond Van Siekle 
“Decision.” Belasco (7th week) ing ramen; within $400 of capacity | and final week at the Locust, got a pees happened to Theatre Guiic Moe. ivack (iias.Malis)..Katherine Sanice 
-1.097: &: any last week: quoted at $23,300. very neat $11,800, exceptionally good | Machons. Jim Blackman hes Williams 
(D 1.097: $3.30 ). Second “The Cherry Orchard,” National; for the scale ($2.2 Character of Jacobowsky is devel- trobinson. Ward 
being sent out: faring better that first (8th | | oped with keen craftsmanship. Little | Kirby Dale 
indicated and last week. with aid of sth week) (D 1,154; $3.30). An- Maurice Schwartz and the Yiddis | George Kirby Prank M. Thorns 
F , nounced to close after another week the tidal Jacobowsky is a refugee from Po Ml 
parties, rated around $12.000. a ler week,| Art Theatre company had a bang-|jand. wandering here and there, a| Davis: 
“E lv to Bef,” Broadhurst h hen Eva Le Gallienne goes to hos- : and, wandering 
Me 160. $4.40 We ‘eo pital. but may continue longer; eased the Walnut. with | fellow of native sarewdness and | Moon... Hope Emerson 
eek) 160; $4.40). ent up “Family Carnovsky. Last half. of | I Pari 
. y- 4as ic. In a little Paris hotel he | 
vit field last w , off, but gross approached $12,000! the week was ac ning log 
with go age 322,000" slated mark. | the week was a complete sellout. meets the Polish Colonel Stjerbinsky. | Julius J. and Philip G. Epsicin 
“Harriet,” Miller (47th week) (D- | {O-1.105: $3.30). Final and seventh | Enel: from Rosemary | Taylor's amusing 
940: $3.85). Another week for hold- week; $10.000 estimated: goes to road | exile in Engle 1 book pode her life with mathe 4 
again: “Decision” The colonel is an upstage guy and | poarders” in Tucson, Ariz., in 1916 
over hit that is not due to tour until sion” moves over from Jacol ky the brushoff. un- ott 
next season: has been averaging Belasco. | gives Jacobowsky the brus : However. it’S still rough and the au- 
eraging Repeat til the civilian purchases a car thors will have to do something 
“Jacobowsky and the Colonel,” Porgy and Bess,” City Center (3a | he cannot drive and, to esc ape. , ¢ | about that anemic, repetitious third 
rir 9 29 week) (O-2.6§ »9 colonel agrees to drive to the coast. | before “Chicken” faces Broad- 
Beck (CD-1.914: $3.30). Drew mixed € 598; $2.20). Has anothex | The colonel becomes jealous of way 
notices but jumped to ca- Weeks to go, then probably going | colone way. The play's faults are all cor- 
pacity: rated around $20,000 in Arst back to road; business fairly strong | Jacobowsky ore Marianne, oo lrectable and this, plus judicious ) 
‘mer’s sweetheart. admires the] pruning. should swing the produe- 
seven times. aide | iN municipally operated theatre: $22.- former's sweeth pruning, should swing the produc 
tbe times, aided by $5.50 first 6 bitinaetad I theatre; , Boston, March 21. agile-minded little civilian, and the | tion into the hit class. 
“Kiss and Tell.” Biltmore (32nd Follow the Girl remains the | sevel run-ins ovel th sir] There isn’t much plot, which is just 
week) (C-920: $3.30). Went up. gross hottest thing in town. cleaned out | ing attachment for Jake furnish the | a, well. But there is a super-abund- 
approaching $14,500: laugh Nag a ‘CO ) \for third week (coming up) and} most amusing interludes in the play. | ance of gags. farce situations, highly 
another on list ficured + elcome Bons CkO | Moving over to the Opera House for | The windup finds the Polish officer | cegsoned dialog, and screwy charac- 
other summer ‘ . ; }a fourth on the 27th, where sellout | also becoming closely attached to the | ters. 
: “Life With Father.” Empire (225th $9] 000 IN BUFFALO. is almost certain, too. “Mrs. Jan- little refugee. i . Mother is a penny-pinching, shrewd 
week) (C-920: $3.30). Not much ’ juary and Mr. Ex” doing well at the Edee on the playing honors go tO | pusiness woman who fegards keep- 
ange here. rr | Wilbur on tryout, and “Janie” okay | Oscar Karlweis, former Viennese | jng boarders as security against 
excellent clio and topping $14.000 “Connecticut Yankee.” fresh off ;at_ the Colonial. “Chicken Every | comedian, who makes Jacobowsky | father’s numerous wild-eyed schemes ! 
‘oadw | Sunday” opened Monday (20) at the | thoroughly likeable. He left “Rosa- 
again. roadway and first big mus sical here Plymout! d “A may, mh SASG inde” tor the new play: thia is his (Continued on page 47) 
“Lovers and Friends,” Plymouth in sev eral years, score d season’s top uln, an rsenic’ (4th visit) Ne ] 
(16th week) (D-1,075: $3.85). Henry ‘git strike at the Erlanger last week at the Colonial. “Pretty Little Par- | best chanee. Louis Calhern turns in 
Daniel! has replaced Raymond Mas- at $3.30 top, eeiling for Buffalo. Be Praised” follow | an Ps SDIRIT’ TAKES 931 G IN 
sey and Arthur Margeston jgined;, Tally jumped to tewering $21,000, | us hi fe 
cast: estimated over $18,000 but may | expectations. Estimates for Last Week ‘ ? 
tour after Easter: ae Highland “Follo the Girls,” With Father. Annabella as Mari- L A BLACKOUTS 15G 
Fling” possible successor $3.85 ring Shubert (1,500;! anne, making her first Broadway ao- 
‘Mexican Uayride,” Winter. Gar- | ily’ biz on sellout b th ‘ Los Angeles, March 21. 
len (7th 92. aml asis throughout sec-| is featured along with Calhern and eck of “Bit 
den (7th week) (M-1,423; $5.50). Con- : ond frame for house top gross, esti | KarJweis, and so is J. Edward Brom Second and final week of “Blithe 
tinues cleanun vace wi akines bet- J. 3 | Spirit’ at iltmore registered bi 
with takings be 21. mated at $28,000. Third week cur-| berg as the comic orderly. Another SP py Bilt 
el iy $46.590, which tops the list. “Three's a Famil 9 rent, and one more at Ope: | : ee $23.500. Blackouts of 1944," at the { 
“Oklahoma.” St James (50th | kk 1 company) pera House. | comic relief is supplied by Harold E! Capitan. drew $15,000 estimate for 
week) (M-1.520- $4 40) ec dor yin dly treated here by critics, “Janie,” Colonial (1. 500: $2.20). | Vermilyea. as a lisping Gestapo its 90th week “Pours f or Fun” left 
this is bye week for brokers. all tick- | and Ps siete. an outright pan, | Finished third week of tour stand at | officer. His is one of _the best di- lthe Music Box Sunday (19) with 1 
ets havine been sold by direct sale nl ria was reflected at the estimated $10,000 on Saturday (18). ; rected parts by Elia Kazan. There | $12,000 after 21 weeks and three days, 
at box office, as every fifth week. n 10° performances it | ‘Arsenic anc Old nere now | large cast. with good bits bY | and goes on tour as a unit. “Abie’s 
wonder draw gets $30,600 which isi tha + mca a Pt way below | (Lugosi) for 4th stand. Herbert Yost. Hilda Vaughn, Donald Irish Rose.” leaves the Belasco April ] 
capacity, a uGnhar. theatre's par for a | “Mrs. January and Mr. Ex.” Wil- ae Philin Cuolidge and others, 1. Show clocked $7.800 on its seventh 
ean Touch cf Venus.” 46th Street “Janie which will use ¢ (1,300; $2.75). Comedy falls week. I 
(24th week) (M-1.347: $4.40). Close | tive use a diminu- | apart but star draw holding it up to “Sweet ’n’ Hot.” at the Mayan, ( 
to six months and still playing to) que to child juvenile here |}a_ favorable estimated $12,000 and well lente Pert pulled estimatea $8.000 for seventh 
standees. too, with the weekly gross demand, ador laws, has a healthy | biz building. (New third act in for vid seas te rd. scripted ts nO |} week. Latest version of “Meet the ; 
quoted at 534.500. final week, now current.) People,” at the Assistance League, 
“Over 21.” Music Box (11th week) th re national | took average $3,500 last week, “In- ‘ 
(C-1.001 $3.30). No variance in pace it ‘Thee | sults of ’44° bowed out of the Play- 
nt alc On time after nine weeks March 12 with ] 
‘ight along, S OW another $3,500 in the ti ‘ol 
~ é : e till on the prol- 
Ramslackle Inn,” Royale (11th y 0 Ca > itable run. 
week. (CD-996: $330). Has made | The House in Paris 
grade to surprise of first night dis- bd > ‘ e | Clay Blaney production of drama tn ] 
senters and should span balance of ° prolog, three acts and four scenes, by EK “ 
$12,500 ISS a ‘ints In | Mawby Green and Edward Allen) Feilbert, Doughgirls’ $15, 000 { 
fhased on novel bywElizabeth Powen: stars | 
“Stars On Ice,” Center (85th week) 3 a e 9 Ludmilla Vitoeff: s iby Clas ; I Pi tt | 
| Ludmilla oeff; staged by Clarence Der- n Pittsbure epea 
(repeat date) (R-3,000: $1.65). Will went; setting, Stewart Chane Op ned ; Pi | gh ] 
call it a season after completing + Chi Fulton, N. Y., March 20, "$4: $3.20 top ittsburgh, March 21. 
Easter week. but will be back with ¢ ? All shows had nice = opening night). Doughgirls” returned to Nixon 
gains last week Humphrey | last week for second time this sea- 
lew ice production in June: $25.000 | led by Joan Blondell in ‘Something | Henricita — second time MS sts 
estimated | for the Boys.” which hit ~ Mastairn Mord kete | 802 and did all right, getting around 
“The Doughgirls,” Lyceum (64th | $48,500. at the Civic American Marguerite Lewis | 915,000 at $2.75 top. Show did bet- 
week) 997: $3.30) Stil | Show h; 4 DUSE Penelope Sack | ter than that. nearly $19.000, first 
hich: « fire Jaughgetter was close | week and closes here 1. tne | Mex Ime around last Novembe1 
to "$16 000 last week; fine at this stage Off A Week and opens at the Cass | Karen Lorraine Clewes | 
of rim Kiss and Tel followed Its strong } theatre. Detroit. April 9 for ree | Ray Forrester Isham ¢ ‘ e | , 
“The Voice of the Turtle,” Morosco 9PeMIng week at the Cas» by jump- | weeks. “Patriots” ended its local en. | bln eer | ‘Janie’ 916, —_" ‘ 
(15th week) (CD-995; $3.85). Only ing up to $20,000 in its second week, | S4sement and its tour Saturday (18). | In a confused early 20th century | ’ 
desire of three-person cast to lay off Grosses for the first week had ] * } closing a four-week run to $15 500. | drama of frustration, H. Clay Blaney Toronto, March 21. 4 
during summer will interrupt come- bright $18.000 - $9 75 re in Cc, een | “Abie’s Irish Rose” returned to the has finally brought to Broadway Brock Pemberton-Frank McCoy ' j 
d\ lash; house has no cooling sys- continues for two aan ays een | Studebaker ‘last night (20) after an | Ludmilla Pitoeff® the Russian-French | Production of “Janie” crashed 
tem. anyhow: near $22,000. D: ' a | absence of 20 years. “Oklahoma” j}actress who before the war was a through to an excellent $9,500 here p ; 
“Tomorrow the Worid,” Barrymore dante, magician, wh 0 rounded up a; continues to sell out at the Erlanger. | big factor in the Parisian theatre, | }@St week, and would have grosse¢ ( 
(49th week) (D-1,064; $3.30). Picked * ‘a “Sin Sala Bim,” for opening Estimates for Last Week Mme. Pitoeff's debut, however, is 2%0ther grand but for two days of ( 
up rather well and quoted around io — ette, got off to surprise $9,-| “Kiss and Tell,” Harris (45th week) | 2ONe too auspicious. the worst storm this winter. 
$14.700: big for run drama; Conrad a on 2 ia seven performances at | (1.000; $2.75), Jumped to $15,000. Coupled with an inferior produc- Royal Alexandra, 1,525-seater, was 
3 Nagel! has replaced Ralph Bellamy. bi ai “Oklahoma,” Erlanger (18th week) | tion. outside of the costumes and sin- | scaled at $2 ‘Op. Play holds over aie 
The House in Paris,” Fulton (CD- (1,500; $3.85). Sellout $30,000 gle interior setting, “The House in | other week here. 
48: 300. i resente d by Harry lk Monte Carlo Ballet Big 1 Studebaker (4th w eek ) Paris fails to achieve the dramatie ‘ x 
iain 9. a ($2.75). Ended tour Saturday elements that were achieved in the | Road 8'4G, St. Louis 
Pi s 100 in New Haven bbe ae gain on last age novel, by Elizabeth | St. Louis, March 21 
*k for $15,500. owen, from whic ; drama w; 
" New Haven, March 21 “Somethi for ® Ctote Lad n which this drama was} The “farewell” stand of “Tobacco 
Balle ing for the Boys,” Civic | adapted. It hasn’t much of a chance cok 
: allet Russe de Monte Carlo / Open ra House (3.600: $3.85) Sock | for either Broadw ay ‘ Road.” which wound up its one-we& 
SINCE playe “dd last half at Shubert last! $48.500. In prolog — thi engagement at the American theatre 
>. week (16-18) and carried of y “ Saturday (18), copped another nice 
Piay and approximate gross of $9. Selwyn | dramatization by E. Mawby Green gross Dram: here 10 
5) Authors’ Representatives pertor mances at $2.75 top. | rick’s Day unned biz to $12 “a ia po Raga ard Allen Feilbert tells the times and played a total of 14 weeks 
F 25 West §5th Street, New York Next booking is “Janie” for March | “Unexpected Hon eo net againsta Parisian background, The last one. with the house sc aled 
811 West 7th Street, Los Augeies 30-April 1, followed by “Decisior eymoon,” Great | of how a woman's selfish control of to $1.60. grabbed $8,500 for eight per- 
cision” | Northern (7th week?) (1.400; $2.75). her household ‘ 91.00, reeignt 
tov April 6-8 Gained a little. around $8,100. ae gy the live sehold was able to M reck formances. John Barton continues 
| | J 1€ lives of those who eame into im- in the role of Jeeter Lester. 
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Philip Wylie and Laurence Schwab collaborated On an article. “The 
Battle of Florida,” for March 11 edition of the Saturday Evening 
Post. Subhead reads: “At last America can know how close Hitler's terror 
came to our shores. Ships burning in sight of land; torpedoes: plowing 
jnto bathing beaches: oil covering our water fronts.” Schwab, who for- 
merly produced on Broadway, lives in Miami Beach, where he has hotel 
j rests. 
Pied of the Nazi submarines operating close to the Floridian coast, 
they say: “Of the 600-odd merchant ships reported sunk by enemy action 
to date, it may be said that a quarter went down in sight of America. . 
the watching multitudes ashore wondered with helpless rage but in a 
period measured by mere months an armada of scientific sub hunters was 
sent to sea,” and from then on the Nazi U-boat menace declined toward the 


vanishing point. 


Now that “Jackpot” has folded, at a reported $170,000 loss to Vinton 
Freedley for this and “Dancing in the Streets,” which was a sort of fore- 
runner, it may be recalled that Howard Dietz and Vernon Duke finished 
the “Jackpot” score in about two or three weeks. Originally the idea was 
to salvage some of the “Streets” score, which was the prime reason for 
Freedley deciding to carry over part of the production, because of the 
tunes. Howeyer, John Cecil Holm and his agent became tough about 
certain royalty demands. Holm, with Matt Taylor, had coauthored the 
“Streets” book and he objected to being dropped by Freedley, with the 
Dietz-Duke tunes transmuted to a new libretto by Guy Bolton, Ben Shel- 
don and Ben Roberts. Dietz and Duke agreed to split some of the royalty 
with Holm but when the terms got too severe they just shelved their own 
tunes, and fashioned a new score for “Jackpot” in a hurry. 


For the second time since the Theatre Guild started its system of selling 
all tickets for “Oklahoma” directly at the St. James (N.Y.) boxoffice, or 
py mail order, ticket agencies have no allotments currently. The brokers 
have orders piled up for months to come, and in many instances the de- 
sired performances were dated March 20-25. It was again necessary for 
the agency people to explain to customers why such orders could not be 

lled. 

‘ It is assumed that a black market exists because of the bye weeks in 
agency allotments, but none of the established brokers will touch an 
“Oklahoma” ticket for the prescribed dates. Any agency detected selling 
tickets for this week's performances would be cut off from any further 
allotments for “Oklahoma” for the balance of the run, which should ex- 
tend indefinitely. It is still the first show sought by visitors. 


During the Broadway run of “Janie,” show was converted into a one- 
setter. However, the scenery is complicated: when the comedy played 
the first stand out (Boston) four and a half hours were required to 
ready the setting for performance. Show has booked one-nighters through 
Holy Week, and because of the time element, matinees may be cancelled 
unless the set can be made more practical. 


Brock Pemberton has “Janie” on his own. Columbia Pictures backed 
the show originally but declared itself out more than e year ago, when 


the picture rights money was cut up. 


Warners, which made the film ver- | 


sion, was in on the road “Janie” during the Chicago engagement, for ex- 
ploitation purposes. Film will be released June 1. 


Harold Kennedy. who has toured 


with Gloria Swanson, has written a 


play for her, “A Goose for the Gander,” which has been submitted to 


George S. Kaufman for possible staging. 


Current Road Shows 


(March 22-April 1) 


“abie’s Irish Rose” (ist Co.)— 
Studebaker, Chicago (22-1). 

“Abpie’s Irish Rese” (2d Co.)—Be- 
lasco, Los Angeles (22-1). 

“alah Be Praised”—Shubert, Bos- 
ton (26-1). 

“arsenic and Old Lace” (2d Co.) 
—Colonial, Boston (22-1). 

“Blackouts ef 1944” (vaude)—El 
Capitan, Hollywood (22-1). 

“Blithe Spirit”—Auditorium, Port- 
land, Ore. (22-24); Metropolitan, 
Seattle (25-1). 

“Blossom Time” (ist Co.)—Cur- 
ran, San Francisco (22-1). 

“Blossom Time” (2d Co.)—Ly- 
ceum, Minneapolis (22-23); State, 
Eau Claire, Wis. (24); Madison (25); 
Iowa, Cedar Rapids, Ia. (27); Or- 
pheum, Davenport (28); Bijou, Battle 
Creek, Mich. (29); State, Kalamazoo 
(30); Keith's, Grand Rapids (31-1). 

“Chicken Every Sunday”—Plym- 
outh, Boston (22-1). 

“Connecticut Yankee” — Nixon, 
Pittsburgh (22-25); Ford’s, Baltimore 
(26-1). 

“Doughgirls” (2q Co.) — Rajah, 
Reading (22); Lyric, Allentown 
(23); War Memorial Audi., Trenton 
(24-25); National, Washington (26-1). 

“Follow the Girls’—Boston Opera 
House (26-1), 

“Gay Nineties Revue” — Music 
Hall, Cleveland (22-25): Town Hall, 
Philadelphia (28): Cathedral, New 
Castle, Pa. (29): State, Harrisburg 
(30-1). 

Gilbert and Sullivan Repertory— 
Mosque, Newark (27-1). 

“Good Night, Ladies”—American, 
St. Louis (22-1), 

“Iee Follies of 1944”"—Minneapolis 
Arena, Minneapolis (22-1). 

“Iee-Capades of 1944”—St. Louis 
Arena, St. Louis (22-27); Kansas 
City Pla-Mor Ice Palace, Kansas 
City (29-1), 

“rH Be Seein’ You” — Walnut, 
Philadelphia (22-1), 

“Janie” (1st Co.)—National, Wash- 
ngton (22-25); Lyric, Bridgeport 
Bushnell Auditorium, Hartford 
‘28-29 '; Shubert, New Haven (30-1). 

Janie” (2d Co.)--Royal Alexan- 

ta, Toronto (22-1), 

“Junier Miss” — Locust 

tiladelphia (22-1), 

“Kiss and Tell” (2d Co.)—Harris, 

Neago (22-1). 

“Kiss and Tell” (3d Co.)—Geary, 

“an Francisco (22-1), 


Street, 


“Kiss ang Tell” (4th Co.)—Cass, 
Detroit (22-1). 

“Life With Father” (2d Co.)—Au- 
ditorium, Memphis (23-24); Rebinson 
Memorial Audi., Little Rock (25); 
Convention Hall, Tulsa (27); Shrine 


Melba, Dallas (30-31); Majestic, Fort 
Worth (1). 

“Mrs. January and Mr. Ex”—Wil- 
bur, Boston (22-25). 

“Oklahoma” (2d Co.) — Erlanger, 
Chicago (22-1). 

“Pretty Little Parlor’ — Wilbur, 
Boston (26-1). 

“Rosalinda”—Forrest, Philadelphia 
(22-1). 

“Searching 
Wilmington (30-1). 

*Sheppey” — Bushnell Auditorium, 
Hartford (1). 


ette, Detroit (22-1). 

| “Something for the Boys”—Civic 
| Opera House, Chicago (22-1). 

| “Sons O’ Fun”—Biltmore, Los An- 
geles (22-1). 

| “Student Prince”—Omaha, Omaha 
| (22): Musie Hall, Kansas City, Mo. 
(23-25): Arcadia, Wichita (27): Pu- 
eblo Auditorium, Pueblo (29); Audi- 
torium, Denver (30-31). 


lumbus (23-25); Hanna, Cleveland 
(26-1). 


(22): Park, Youngstown (23-25); Er- 
langer, Buffalo (26-1). 

“Tomorrow the Werld” (2d Co.)— 
Selwyn, Chicago (22-1). 


Returns to ‘Doughgirls’ 


Pitteburgh, March 21. 


Kollmar. 


‘celled, and is now aimed for resump- 


Auditorium, Oklahoma City (28-29); | at the Civic theatre March 37. 


|gates court here last week. It | war. 
Wind” — Playhouse, 


: 'mother, is also of small value, the| in this war, giving plenty credit to 
“Sim Sala Bim’—Shubert Lafay- | 


“Three’s a Family”—Auditorium, | 
Newark, Ohio (22); Hartman, Co- | 


| 


“Tobacco Road” — Palace, Canton | 


| the legal rate of commission for legit! service they perform, insisting they 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Helen Goes to Troy”—New Opera 
oO. 

“The Lady and The Clown”—John 
McKee. 

“The Searching Wind’—Herman 
Shumlin. 

“Dream with Music” — Richard 


“Pretty Little Parlor’ — John 
Moses, Ralph Bellamy. 

“Sheppey”—Jacques Chambrun. 

“Public Relations”—Robert Blake. 

“Decision” (road) — Edward 
Choate. 


‘Something for Boys’ 


May Quit This Week 
As Blondell to H’ wood 


“Something for the Boys” will 
probably wind up on the road next’ 
week, when the musical will have} 
completed six weeks at the Civic} 
Opera House, Chicago. At that time) 
Joan Blondell will leave for Holly-| 
wood. No further time has been | 


booked for “Boys,” which has been) “directed. 


touring to big money since mid- | 


January. 


Michael Todd, who went to the LAMBS PUT ON ONE OF 


Coast this week, with a stopover in 
Chicago, said it was doubtful he) 
would seek a replacement for Miss! 
Blondell. Latter took over from | 


! 


Ethel Merman shortly after show 


La Guardia Scores Ticket Chiseling — 
In Radio Spiel, Orders Probe By Mors. 


* New York's Mayor LaGuardia in 


O | his weekly radio talk Sunday (19), 
Le Gallienne ation over municipally operated WNYC, 


To Halt Orchard Run described the failure of the Legisla- 
Revival of “The Cherry Orchard” ture to enact anti-gambling laws 


starring Eva Le Gallienne and | aimed at horse players and bookies, 
Joseph Schildkraut, is announced to | 
conclude at the National, N. Y.. after | Wom he labeled “tin-horn sports, 
another week. Miss Le Gallienne | but he had a field day on the theatre 
being dated for an operation im-.§ ticket “situation.” He announced 
mediately thereafter. There is a that Commissioner Paul 


chance that the show will continue, . 
however, with Margaret Webster re- Moss had suspended the licenses of 
placing, four agencies alleged to have charged 
Miss Le Gallienne has urged Miss _as much as double the boxoffice price 
Webster to step into “Orchard,” for hit tickets. 
which former helped adapt from the! The excess-price sales were not 
Russian original. Revival’s business made by brokers to their own cus- 
tapered off recently but there was tomers but were on tickets ordered 
an operating profit last week. Miss | by the Union League, Harvard and 
Webster recently withdrew from) Yale clubs, which the mayor identi- 
“Othello” (Shubert), which she also fied to be.offenders as much as the 
agencies. He said that such clubs 
“should know better,” but it has al- 
Ways been said that wealthy club- 
men demand choice tickets for stand- 
| out shows and don’t care what they 


BEST CAMBOLS IN N y “pay, which explains excess ticket 
e fe prices. The mayor has been seowl- 
By JOE LAURIE, Jr. ing at brokers right along and won't 


_ | permit agencies to handle tickets for 
Long before the advertised cock | City Center attractions (“Porgy and 


License 


went to the road. “Boys” played &| 1,11 hour of 5:30, the Lambs Club in | Bess” is current). The City Center 


year on Broadway. If clasing, the. 
total road time will be 14 weeks. 


|New York was jammed with mem- 


is munieipally controlled, 


bers and guests to celebrate the In- | 
stallation and Spring Gambol, Sun- 
day evening (19). This was the first 


‘Allah’ Brought Back 


He suggested that theatre mana- 


' gers find out how “those chiselers” 


secure tickets, referring to brokers 


| generally. The mayor also claimed 


'that agencies were liable to prosecu- 


T N Y f CI | chance this year to have a Gambol | 
6 NN. I. 16r DEES auc to many war activities of the | tion by the Government, mentioning 


“Allah Be Praised,” new musical | 
produced by Alfred Bloomingdale, is | 
laying off in New York this week, | 
company being under full salary. 


Lambs. Walter N. Greaza was Collie U.S. Attorney James B. McNally in 
and put on one of the best Gambols a mheatnnr that it Moss doesn't get 
that the Club could boast of in many YU: MeNally will. There is no Fed- 
years. /eral limit on the price of tickets, 


Show was brought back after two 
weeks in Philadelphia principally 
because of two changes among the 
leads, Patricia Morison going in for 
Shirley Ross and Joey Faye replac- 
ing Ned Sparks. 

Musical was slated to play Balti- 
more this week, date being can- 


It was a great entertainment that | 
preceded the banquet, from the 
opening overture, when Ed Weber 
and Jack Shilkret sat down at the 
baby grands and John Gart tickled | 
the Hammond organ. Thereafter it 
was a parade of sketches and musie, 
and entertainment, in general. It all 
got over with a bang. Only space | 
limitation prevents listing the names | 
of all the people concerned with the 
|show. They really deserve mention. 
Circus Play in Chi | They were that good. 

The festivities later moved to the 
Tryout March 27 /'main hall, where the banduet took 
Chicago, March 21. place. Here Past Shepherds A. O. | 

“The Lady «nd the Clown,” a new Brown and Billy Gaxton crowned 
circus play by Byron Taylor, with a John Golden as Shepherd. Latter 
cast headed by Estelle Winwood and} came back with a fine speech, and } 
John Effert, will have its premiere | then there were also speeches by | 
Sam Forrest, who was decorated by 


tion in Boston (Shubert) next week. 
Broadway destination not definite. 


John McKee, producer and direc- Mayor La Guardia for service he has 
tor, is rehearsing the company in | rendered to the City and to the Lambs 
New York and the scenic produc- for his great shows for our enlisted 
tion is being built locally. men. Forrest received an_ ova- 

tion. General Terry spoke after the | 
guests of honor, Donald Nelson and 
File Cissie Loftus Will Paul McNutt, made brief speeches. | 
Admiral Edward John Marquard also | 
The will of actress Cissie Loftus spoke and stressed the good work | 
was offered for probate in surro-| that show business was doing in this | 
Richard Barthelmess now a 
disposes of property declared “more Lt.-Cdr. in the Navy, spoke and told 
than $200.” Some property in Eng-| how proud he was of show people 
land, due her from the estate of her and what they all have accomplished 


attorneys state. Gable, Stewart, Fairbanks and the | 

After a few specific bequests, the’ rest. Mike Todd was introduced and | 
estate is to go to her son, Peter! just took a bow. Laurie, Hershfield | 
Loftus Waterman, a producer in|and Ford had a short session of 
London. | laughs, as did J. C. Nugent. 


Retain 5%, Agent Commish for Legit 
As N. Y. Legislature Convenes 


‘Due to the militant opposition of| rate, which, it was contended, would 

Equity, supported by the other talent ultimately mean commissions higher 
; than that percentage. 

sroups a New York labor ; 

Bro ips and the Paul Dulizell, for Equity, declared 

unions, there will be no change in the agents are amply paid for what | 


| 


| engagements, which is 5%, at least; are not actually needed by actors, | 


| until the next session of the state’s); who really get their own jobs. Con- 


| been trying to upset the statute sea-| it’s figured to be a onetime service 
Leila Ernst, one of the leads in | 


; the No. 2 “Doughgirls,” returned to | 


| the cast of the comedy last week at 
ithe Nixon after being out for more 


appendix operation. Miss Ernst is 
scheduled to go into the Broadway 
“Doughgirls” around June 1 when 
Arleen Whelan leaves. 


ler, who replaced Thomas Hume last 
summer in Chicago, took his pre- 
induction physical recently in Cleve- 
land and was accepted for service 
in the Navy. He’s married and has 
two children. 


than three weeks recuping from an | 


legislature. Casting agents have; ceding that agents may place actors, | 


sonally and it is expected they will and, in many instances, the commish ! 
make another attempt to do so next; is paid for the run-of-the-play, | 


| Deutsch. 


| from “Lovers 


however, the Government being in- 


terested only in getting its rightful 
tax. N. Y. state law limits the brok- 
ers’ fee at 75c over the boxoffice 
price, plus the Federal tax. 

Known for some time that Moss 
had summoned the books of exclu- 


| Sive clubs, and a checkup on prices 


paid resulted in the commissioner 
indefinitely suspending the licenses 
of the following agencies: Supreme, 
Rialto, Louis Cohn, and Oscar Alex- 
ander, Couple of those involved had 
been penalized by Moss recently and, 
in one instanee, the matter reached 
court. Commissioner had issued a 
license to William L. Deutsch of Su- 
preme and then suspended it. Broker 


| obtained a restraining order, Justice 


Denis O'Leary Cohalan then ruling 
that Moss acted in an “arbitrary and 
capricious” manner, and he ordered 
the license restored. Evidence was 
that the alleged violations occurred 


prior to the issuance of the permit. 


Moss, however, appears to have 
planted both feet into the scrap with 
Broker claims that he 
didn’t overcharge and that the com- 


| missioner ruled him out because he 


charged a fee for delivery of tickets. 
Moss made it a point to say over the 


|; weekend that agencies will not be 
| permitted to collect delivery fees. 


RAYMOND MASSEY 
BECOMES CITIZEN 


Raymond Massey, who withdrew 
and Friends” (Kath, 
arine Cornell), Plymouth, N. Y., 
Saturday (18), became an American 
citizen Tuesday (21) prior to leaving 
for Hollywood. He was inv!’ ’ed 
out of the Canadian Army. in which 
he had the rank of major. shoruy 
before starting rehearsa! with 
“Lovers.” 

Star was born in Canada but has 
lived on this side of the border for 
years. When he went into uniform, 


‘although he joined the Canadian 
| forces, it was announced that he had 
applied for American naturalization 


one month after Pearl Harbor. 

Massey was replaced in the cast of 
“Lovers’ by Henry Damell, who was 
in the show, his part being assigned 
to Henry Margetson. 


season. 
The so-called Condon-Ostertag 
bills, companion measures which_ 


‘were due to be introduced into the | 


Touring troupe will lose its leading | 
juvenile, Don Kohler, shortly. Koh- | 


, Senate and Assembly, did not reach | 


the floor as the legislature adjourned 
Saturday (18). Earlier in the week | 
an Equity delegation and attorneys | 
acting for the agents had a hot ses- | 
sion with Senator William F. Con-'} 
don, who had requested the factions | 
reach a compromise. Legislator was! 
told that an agreement on principles | 


could not be reached, Equity being | 


adamant in its stand against a 10% 


| which may continue for years. That | 


Equity Meets Next Wk. 


goes for actors getting more than| 
odes laries, whi lower- 
pay A Equity will hold its first quarterly 
Henry J. Walters and Michael | meeting of the year at the Astor, 
Halperin, spokesmen for the agents,| N- Y., next Tuesday (28) to name six 
argued that the present 5% law is | members to the nominating commit- 
antiquated. They admitted that the tee. Latter will have nine Equity- 
collection by agents of 10%, which} ites. three councillors having al- 
goes for engagements other than| Teady been chosen. 
legit, is technically illegal and| It is a bye year in respect te 
thought it should be legitimatized.' Equity officers, but the usual 10 ad- 
Other talent unions permit 10° he-| ditions to the council will be elected 
cause of service as personal manage-|to replace an equal number auto 
ment. ' matically retiring. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, March 22, 


19f1 


Survivors are his 


and his mother, 


| Oneida, N. Y. 
widow, a daughter 


John A. Haring, 56. former grip at 
Paramount studios, died in Holly- 
wood Mi h 16. Had been in Para- 


mploy 20 years. Survived 


ount’s 
NETT.E PETER film editor, story editor and studio py two brothers and two sisters, 

Nictt Peters. 76, reiired vaud manager of Romaine Filn Triangle 7 
p and wif P Peters.; Pathe and Ur H in- Mother of Eddie Truman, musical 
it e appecjred V alice 10 years director at KSO and KRNT, Des 
. 0 ve New Moines, Iowa, diéd in Des Moines 
arg GUSTAVUS A. ROGERS March 2. 
1) rs ed in 1856 I Gustav A. Rogers, 67, prominent 
een professior Im industry attorney, suiciced in Widow of John Philip Sousa, 80, 
ver since I) ‘ i New York ollice Mareh 19 A! died in Wash ington, D. C., March 12. 
span. thev ha ( ipne he had Si.e had marri ed the March King at 
n the a ) 14 ) cial the age of 15. 
) a no Olice Roger 
= é epeat on t Mos nd |! cies | poor health for several Mrs. Esther Cahn, 84, mother of 
¢ Edward Cahn, Metro director, died 
° ' ‘ a At time of death he was a } N= | March 9 in Hollywood. 

) of the law firm of Jenks and 

Rogers. He had Nelson E. Story, 55, former vaude- 
thority on contracts ana ville plaver, died March 12 in Los 
BENJAMIN COHEN copy- | Angeles 

saniamin Cohen, 53, hea De- | rights, having aut 1ored several books ores 
eatrical Enterpris | On these subject Merta Sterling, 61, retived actress 
led in M va Beach. March 12. With ore of silent films, died March 14 in 
= he onerated man} ARRY TUCKER Holly wood, 
his brother, Louis, he Harry Tucker, 55, orchesira leader 
| for about 25 years, died March 17 in Mrs. Belle Green Rogers, mother 


we!! as loop theatres. 
In 1909, Cohen le it 
one of Detroit's first 


West Palm Beach, Florida. ot 
He started his musical career re- 
portedly as a pretege of Victor Her- 


Adela Rogers St. John, writer, 
scnool ta Opel 1 } 
motion p'cture died March 17 in Los Angeles. 


al Howed it by buildin 

houst and fo! bert, and had played at Florida re- Michael Davidt, 67, film character 

th: Cc 1 ri In 1917 he teidoed sorts for a quarter of a century. actor, died March 15 in Hollywood. 
th oliseum., 1 vie 


Tucker was musical director foi 
Columbia Broadcasting System for 
everal years and also had worked MARRIAGES 
FRANK N HEARN, dr. for National Broadcasting Co. | Ethel Rudaw to Irving H. 

MARCH 265, 1932 March 19, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
- 
never ttorney in 


operating the downtown ie ial 


| field, 


WILLIAM H. LUTES Groom is a 


My Darling boy; 


forgotten by William H. Lutes, vaudeville and; ment of Loew’s, Inc. 
Mother Julia Knox. nightclub entertainer, died in Platts- Evelyn Keyes to Charles Vidor 
burgh, N. Y.. March 13. He was a! Beverly Hills, March 18. Bride is 


groom is film director. 
Louise Worth to Capt. 
Conn, in Los Angeles, 


film actress: 
Barbara 
' Maurice H. 


the | member of Lutes Brothers act with 
his brother, Clarence, which was 
yest known as Chelm St. Orr & Co 
beeereeee | It toured U. S., Canada and Austra-| March 17. | 
WARDA HOWARD KENNEDY lia for nearly 40 years. demain ee ee preducer be- 
Warda Howard Kennedy, 63, died} Survived by widow and brother. | fore entering the Army. 
15 in New York after a lin- | 
illness. Born in N. Y.. she | JOSEPH F. BRADLEY a BIRTHS 
ma ie her first stage appea in Joseph F. Bradley. 64. for years t | 
19°4 in Oakland, Calif. treasurer In Philadelphia | Mr. and Mrs. : 
Shorily afterwards she toured the | died March 12 in that Cily. March 12. 
Orient with the Reynolds ‘Dennision | At time of death he was employed 
Company. Returning to U. S. she Walnut St. theatre. He Mr. and Mrs. 
played for nearly 10 years in A. H. | served behind cage at Lyric, Adel- | Burbank, Cal., 
Woods productions, and more re- | phia, South Broad St. and Garrick | a screen actor. wi 
cenily acted in “Kind Lady” and “I) theatres. ——— Mr. and Mrs. William Henry, 
Married an Angel.” EDWARD P. GRAHAM i daug! ter, Holivwood, March 14. 
“She was the widow of Leo Ken-| Edward P. Graham, pastor of St.| Father is a screen player: mother is 
nedv. who died in 1938 John’s Catholic Church, Canton, O., | the former Grace Durkin of stage 
: who established that city’s first radio 


Cohen also was one ol 
‘ative Theatres of 


theatre 
founcers of Coope! 
M chnigen 


rance 
theatres, 
| Hollywood, Father 

screen actor. 


is a 


Roy Barcroft. son, 
March 14. Father is 


and screen. 


CHARLES CARTWRIGHT | siation, WHBC in 1925, died re Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Spivak, son, 

Charles Cartwright, 52, hote! man | 15 in that city. York, March 15, Father is the | 

of Memphis and St. Louis who had For years he broadcast privately _ bandleader, 

many connections in show business, | from his study. In 1937, he sold the ‘Mr. and Mrs. Bud Crozier, son, 

died in Memphis, March 10. Cart- | station to the Ohio Broadcasting Co. | Pittsburgh, March 14. Father plays 

wright was president and general | - Rhodes and his WCAE 

manag re) e Memphis Gayoso and | GEORGE KANN | Staff oret 

president of Mid-South Fair Associa- George Kann, 59, Loew theatre Mr. aa Mrs. Robert Forbes, daugh- 

tion. At the Gayoso he had operated | manager, died March 20 at Oakdale, | ter, March 13, Los Angeles. Father 

the Blue Room, and in former vears | Long Island. Funeral services will | is film cutter at Paramount. 

the Colonnade. recently occupied by | 2° held today (Wednesday }. Mr. and Mrs. Asher Shaw, son, 

Veriety Club. to which he belonged Kann is survived by three brothers | Detroit. March 10. Father is general 


manager of Associated 
Detroit. 


Survived by widow, a brother and | and his widow. 


three sisters. | 


ens | Martin W. Cohn, 47, once promi-| Mr. and Mrs, Frederick Hollander, | 
GEOR( RIDDELL nent Detroit night club owner, died | daughter, Los Angeles, March 20. 
George Riddell, 8). veteran stage | there March 15. Cohn was the op- Father is composer at Warners. 
actor, died in New York, March 19., erator of the ill-fated Study Club, Mr. and Mrs. Ken Murray, son, | 
after an illness resulting from a fall | destroyed in a 1929 fire in which 22 Los, Angeles, March 18. Father js! 
on the street last month persons died. Cohn leaves his widow | comedian currently starring in 
Born in England, Riddell came to | and two children, | “Blackouts of 1944.” 
the U. S. when a youngster and had —_— 
spent about 50 years on legitimate Leopold 62, operator | 
stage. After playing in dramatic | of Zimmerman’s Hungarian restau- Resistin 
siock and road productions, he also | Tent in Times Square, died in N. Y., ff g 8 | 
appeared in many Broadway sho March 16. Stage and political peo- L=—— Continued from page 1 — 
| *Barrets of Wi yole | ple patronized his restaurant. Sur- 
“Do Road” a “Bachelor | by widow. who will continue | thoroughly sold on_ television’s 


F estaurant post-war prospects. 
= | Authors and their 


reps figure that 


FIELDS Markovich, televising a script with “live | 

Billy Fields. vaude and bur- ; 4 decade ago for his music of many! production | 
lesque comic, died March 5 in Roch. | Nationalities, died Ma 14 in Ak-| Which they consider outside the ac- 
ester, N. Y. Fields, who had spent | "en, Ohio. Known as "*Vineeat and | cepted province of film production, | 
most of his life in showbusiness, is |} Violin.” Markovich toured. Eu-| pred 
probably best remembered us of the | Tope and U. S. with his orchestra. . arg’ paments a that studios 

woul > LO wo anotner k 
vauce team of Alexander and Fields bu 


ht hev televis with “lig 
Media, 55, veteran) ‘ney televise with “tiv- 


Chicago, March 
> 


who did a tramp comedy act for a Charles A. 


Orpheum | Stagenhand, died in 


i 


ing actors.” 
numoer of vears on Keith, i 
Picture companies have the right 


and other circuits. 16. Was a member of IATSE. Ponea , , | | 
1 to televise a complete fil: Ising 
Upon dissolution of tean Fields City. Oklahoma. and was emploved a ed using 
became a ourtesque comic. avpearing at Selwyn Theatre he prea 
w wth wheel and stock ) - | - under terms of all current con- 
( wh and stock snows j } 
tracts Rights being held back are 
| Capt. Diedate | Morgan, 80, onetime | aa rice ae 
FREDERICK KLEY owner of showboat “Cotton Blosso Of scripts 
Frederick Kle 58. sound tech-|!mmortalized by Edna Ferbe 
Meantime, with some author ld- 
@cian and former studio manager! “Show Boat,” died March 9 in Mem- |. to hold 
for DeMille, Fox and Lasky early ; P1! A daughter and a son survive : pth ind others 
in @ariy selling them along witt scree 
fil: died rch 14 H with creen 
n days, ¢ Marc} in Holly- right 
rignts. film productio oO ‘rs con- 
wood. His picture career began in Charles Homer LeTempt, 41, died nd that t 
end that a standard contrac OV- 
4915 as manager for Dustin Fa: in San Antonio. March 9. For past erin th r I oa Ho isio 
‘ring the pros and cons of telev 
KKley went to South ca nbout years he had been Aztec theatre 


rights. should be adopted so as to 
expedite deals with agenis and clar- 
ify points at issue. 


1930 on an unsuccessful venture. Re- Interstate in San An- 
turned to U. S. to serve in various’ tonio. = 

capacities. Was business manager William Marsh, traveling auditor 
for American Society of Cinematog-| for Loew's. Inc., died in Montvale, 
raphers for several years. ~ tN. J., March 12. He had been with 
the company since 1928. 


manager for 


Amsterdam Vice Raye 

La Martinique, N. Y. nitery, with- 
out a comic since Tommy Rave left, 
signed Morey Amsterdam to 
Friday (24). 


A. Kuhn, 72, pioneer theatre 
and exhibitor, died March 15 
Kansas City. Survived by a appearing in vaude with his wife, 
brother and two sisters. Mabel Todd, who is set to go out to 
a= the Coast shortly. 

LaVerne A. Allen, 60, slack wire Matiy Rosen of the Joe Glaser of- | 
artist and musician, died March 9 in’ fice set the deal: 


JOHN E. KELLY 
John E. Kelly, 52, one of Holly- 
wood's film pioneers. died March 15 
in Hollywood. His picture career be-| in 
gan in 1914 as secretary to Thomas 
H. Ince. 
Later he became chief film edito | 
at Mee studios, and ; 


Gus 


owner Amsterdam has been 


subseauently 


Green- 


| 
legal depart- 


Bride is a screen writer, | 


Tad Hutchinson, son, | 


Theatres in | 


Start | 


Literati 


Son's Tribute to W. T. Dewart 

In response to tributes paid the 
late William T. Dewart, editor and 
publisher of N. Y. Sun, Lt. 7 
W. Dewart, the publisher's son, now 
in service, rededicated the paper's 
policies to the principles of his 
father via a letter’ appearing In 
March issue of Sun Rays, 
tion’s house organ. 

After expressing family apprecia- 
tion for expressions of sympathy, Lt. 
Dewart that he and _ his 
brother, William, also in service, will 
make no radical changes in opera- 
tion of the paper bul ask 


assured 


that ‘had been 
“s regime. 


under their fathe 
S. A. Anthology’s Encore 

& Rinehart is mulling a 

sequel to “The Bedroom 


Farrar 
“Twin Beds” 
Companion,” 
‘ogy of light pieces, 
contemporaneous Names 

for casual in-bed reading. 
| The “Companion” having sold sol- 
idly through the years, Stanley Rine- 
hart has just cireularized his past 


contributed by 


leontribs (with royalty checks to 
}match) that F&R plans the “Twin 
Beds” followup, 

No Payoff Here 


Russell Holman, Paramount 
duction exec in New York, gave A. J. 
Cronin the title “The Green Years” 
|for the novel which the author sold 
‘to Metro for $20,000 last week. 

Cronin, with about a dozen titles, 
consulted Holman, who suggested the 
new title which the novelist eventu- 
ally adopted. Holman, in return for 
providing a suitable title, suggested 
that Cronin should give Paramount's 
N. Y. story department a chance to 
see the manuscript before it was of- 
|'fered for sale to other film compa- 
nies. Deal with Metro was set on 
the Coast, however, and Par'’s N. Y. 
story department never saw the 
script, 


Good Payoff 

Kyle Crichton and Robert Gess- 
ner’s man-bites-dog cocktailery to 
their mutual publisher, Scribners, 
proved the only new literati show- 
manship in this sort of shindig, be- 
cause the authors reversed it, 
$100 worth of liquor 
‘Crichton’s swank East 66th street 
home (sur-le-cuff), the kiddies got 
themselves an excellent press. 


Crichton, of course, is the Collier's 
associate ed, and Gessner is othner- 
wise Prof. of the N. Y. U. 
ture course. He's also been a War- 
Bros, staffer “Treason,” just 
published, is his second novel. 


Record Encore 

Beth Brown, whose “Minnie the 
Tired Trolley Car” stories had a rec- 
ord sale on Decca Records last year, 
jis making another album of disks. 
“The Wax Lady and the Window 
Dresser” and “Annie’s Appetite.” 
Frank Luther is again the commen- 
tator. 


Hecht-Rice Literary Feud 
Ben Hecht's potential best seller 


“A Guide for the Bedeviled,”’ just 
released, has already started a lit- 
erary feud. 
| 

to Hecht’s remedies for the 
disease that manifests itself in race 
hatred and anti-Semitism, is Elmer 
| Rice, who replies to the author in 
the March 25 edition of the Saturday 
Review of Literature in an 
‘labeled “The Anatomy of Hat: 
accuses Hecht of being 
his diagnosis of the problem, declar- 
ing race hatred is not a manifesta- 
tion singular to Nazi Germany, but 
common to other where 
;economie and social problems get 
out of the control of the ruling class- 
es The Jews, 


’ Rice 


countries 


Rice says, are merely 
convenient scapegoats upon 
nation can whet its sadistic 
dn order 
real problem at hand. 


desires 


| Time Appeals WLB Decisions 


Time, Inc.. 
regional WLB decision, 
| the maintenance of 
clause in 
| N. Y. Newspaper Guild, 
tional labor board, 
An explanatory memo. outlining 
| the company’s stand on the matter 
'and explaining it 
maintenance clause 
best 
distributed to 


membership 


to the na- 


staff 


Among the first to take exception | 


social | 


considered the. 
“contrary to 
interests of a free press” ‘was! 
members by. 


; prexy Roy E. Larsen, 


“*homas 


| Press, 


publica- | 


stat | 


a nine-year-old anthol- | 


Who announced 
the appeal. 


Packards’ UP Reunion 

After covering separate news fronts 
for more than a year for the United 
Reynolds and Eleanor Pack. 
ard reunited as a foreign corre. 
spondence’ team last week in Italy 
Packard continues to report the 
fighting of the Allied 5th Army, Mrs 
Packard, arrived in Naples fron pres 
kara, is filing dispatches on political 
developments in Italy incident tg 
Russia’s recognition of the Badoglig 
government. 


When the Allies capture ri. 
Packard will reopen the UP bureay 
there. 

— 

Hedda’s Syndication Tops 

Hedda Hopper has become the 
most widely syndicated column 


writer in film history through a deal 


| with the Western Newspaper Union, 


and primed | 


whereby mats of her diurnal stint 
are mailed to 3.000 small town dailieg 


and 2.000 weeklies, in addition to her 


old string of 85 metropolitan papers 


To date, no other columnist has 


ever covered that much printage, in 
| show business or out of it. 
CHATTER 
Paul Gallico assigned to write 


pro- 


monthly column for 
Westbrook Pegler, 


Esquire, 


sick; out on 


brother Jack's ranch near Tucsoa, 
Ariz. 
Jim Marshall, west coast editor 


for Collier's, 
ly wood. 


opening offices in Hol 


Walker 
Reader's 


Lester 
ticle for 


preparing an are 
Digest on Shar- 


| key, the seal. 


Sam O'Neal now prez 
Press Club, is correspondent 
for Chi Sun. 

Hal Block, the gag writer, is hok- 
ing a piece on the history of croon. 


National 
in 


| ing for Esquire. 


| tive; new 
and for | 

an@ the use of | 


motion | 
new 


Ann Dvorak writing a tale of 
British femme farmers for the Na- 
tional Farm Journal. 

Walter Dorwin Teague’s new book, 
“Land of Plenty,” will be published 
in May by Reynal and Hitchcock. 

John Wilstach sold* "The King of 
the Confidence Men” to True Deteec- 
stuff on Wilson Mizner and 
O. Henry. 

Vera Vague finishing 
“Vague Vagaries,” 
slants of her 
Bob Hope. 

Faith Baldwin shuttered her Con- 
necticut place for a stay in Phoenix, 
Ariz., during which time she will do 
novel, 

Russell Birdwell, p.a., is the sub- 
ject of a three-part protile being 
readied by Alva Johnson for the 
New Yorker 

Virginia Schulberg, wife of Budd 
Schulberg, engineered a age 
for Leon Z. Surmelian’s novel, “Pre- 
lude to Life.” 

Gilbert Miller 


a book titled 
based on 
campshow 


tours with 


has acquired dra- 
matic rights to “Canape-Vert,” novel 
by Pierre Marcelin and Philippe 
Thoby-Matcelin. 

Book of the Month Club selection 
for June is “Fair Stood the Wind 
For France,” by H. E. Bates, cure 


| rently running in the SEP, 


John Wilstach 
Detective first 
about a motor cireus (mud 
called “Terror On Wheels.” 

Martin J. Porfer new editor Amer- 
ican Weekly. It had no ed since 
death of A. Merritt. Tabloid size 


sold to Mammoth 
yarn ever wriiten 
show) 


| 
; now, and rates cut about in half 


article | 


cursory 


dents, in Holly 
which a 


to divert attention from the | 


|contributions to 


is appealing last week's | 
upholding | 


the mag’s contract with the | 


succeeded to 
vacated 


Larry Cunningham 
the Esquire editorial job 


when Max Wilkinson went to the 
Hearst mag, Good Housekeeping. 
King Gordon leaving Farrai & 


Rinehart to become managing editor 
of the Nation. with Philip Wylie as- 
suming his editorial post at F. & R. 

Hal Boyle and Don Whitehead, 
Associated Press correspon- 
wood to play 
film version of Ernie 


theme 
selves in the 
Pyle’s book, “Here Is Your Wa) 

Joseph Wechsberg, former Holly 
wood writer, currently in the Army, 
won a $1,500 fellowship awarded | 
Houghton Mifflin Co. for non-fiction 
American welfare. 

Philip Wylie joins Farrar & Rine- 
hart this month as editor of firms 
general publishing department, re 
placing J. King Gordon who leaves 
to become managing editor of The 
Nation. 

Harold Seton, 
first-nighter and 
columnist. has bequeathed to 
N. Y. News his collection of 0% 
10,000 rare photos of theatrical and 
social celebrities of the late 11a 
and early 20th centuries. 
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CHATTER 47 


Broadway 


Alfred Hitchcock left for Holly- 
wood Monday (20)... 

Harry (Hillbilly) Reiners suffering 
vith bursitis in foot. 
ya Armstrong has joined War- 


ners press department. 


Maurice Bergman is taking a brief 


vacation at Atlantic City. 
Traffic cop’s horse 
Holde’s head on 44th street. 
Carl Leserman will not leave for 
the Coast until tomorrow (23). 
Steve Hannagan says that the 
Ann Sheridan reports are still no- 


“sam Tishman, former Chicago 
agent, has joined the Paul Small 
office. 


hn J. O'Connor, Universal exec, 
it Friday (17) for a three-week 
ctav the Coast. 
*“George McCall in town; he’s How- 
ard Hughes’ g.m. in Detrc.t at the 
Downtown theatre. 
Rev. Gustave de Leon is chaplin 
ef Catholic Actors Guild, replacing 
the late Father John F. White. 


Leon (and Eddie) Enken is chair- 
man of 52d street cafe division for 
current Red Cross drive. 

Walter Reade, circuit tycoon, re- 
cuping in Miami since early in Janu- 
ary, has reservations to return April 


Weltner, Par’s assistant in 
foreign sales dept., N. Y., back from 
six-week survey of South American 
market. 

Capt. Claude Binyon back to the 
Coast over the weekend following an 
emergency week's writing at the As- 

yria plant. 

Philliber, 72-year-old Broad- 
wav actor who makes his film bow 
in UA’s “It Happened Tomorrow,” is 
a N. Y. visitor. 

Mrs. Flora McManus, mother of 
Elliott MeManus, 20th-Fox special 
yep in Panama, seriously ill in Jew- 
ish Memorial hospital. 

Walter Gould, UA foreign man- 
ager, leaves for the Coast on Friday 
for a two-week visit. Carl Leserman 
leaves tomorrow (Thursday). 

Jerry Keyser, Warners’ foreign ad- 
publicity chief, due back from Coast 
this week, where he’s been for about 
four weeks on product looksee. 

Harold Greenberg, in charge buy- 
ing-booking for the Par-Netco cir- 
cuit, okayed for the Army and 
awaiting date when he'll report. 

Don Douglas, who portrays all 
characters on WOR-Mutual’s “Wiz- 
ard of the Black Castle,” has been 
tagged for a screen test by 20th-Fox. 

John C. Flinn, executive secretary 
for the Society of Independent Mo- 
tion Picture Producers, is east for a 
two-week stay, his first since Octo- 
ber. 

Paramount homeoffice recruiting 
talent for show at the Henry Hudson 
hotel, April 21, billed as “The Battle 
of 44th Street” or “No Academy 
Award, Please.” 

Ted Friend, ex-N. Y. Mirror col- 
umnist, now publisher of a Susan- 
ville, Calif., weekly, and Dorothy 
Kay, ex-p.a., have a new son, born in 
Frisco, her home town, March 15. 

Charlie McDonald, RKO theatre 
executive, once put on Barry Fitz- 
gerald as an usher at the Colonial, 
N. Y., because the actor, asking for 
it, was anxious to learn theatre op- 
eration. 

Cpl. Bern Bernard, ex-Coast agent, 
booker and writer, back from the 
Italian campaign (Signal Corps) with 
more “fruit salad” on his chest than 


licking Nick | 


miere at University of Minnesota 
Auditorium with Minneapolis Sym- 
phony orchestra in half-hour concert 
under conductorship of Alfred Gutt- 
man, film composer, for Red Cross 
benefit April 5. 


‘Plays Out of Town 


Continued from page 4 ———— 


Chieken Every Sunday 


; to land himself on easy street. World 


War I and some business about a 
German spy are supposed to give the 
play suspense, but its mother, father, 
and the boarders who are responsible 
for the general hilarity. 

Individual scenes highlight the first 
and second acts. making the third- 
act letdown: all the more noticeable. 
There is a large cast, with oppor- 
tunity for each member to stand out. 
Mother and father dominate the pro- 
ceedings and, as played by Mary 
Philips and Rhys Williams, add zest 
to the play at every appearance. Miss 
Philips’ mother is especially appeal- 
ing despite her over-fondness for 
money and an irritating stubborn- 
ness. Williams adds the right touch 
of burlesque to father in addition to 
having some of the Epsteins’ choicest 
dialog. 

The boarders are played in low- 
comedy vein by Roy Fant, as Jake, 


|}a grizzled miner whose mind runs 


to sex; Hope Emerson, as a dipso- 
maniac: Katherine Squire, as a fran- 
tic searcher after youth; Hugh 


| Thomas. as an unpoetical poet, and 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 


} 


in a vegetarian restaurant. Quite the | 


decorated kid. 

Paul Whiteman escaped injury 1n 
Sunday night’s storm when his sta- 
tion wagon collided with another car 
while he was driving to his Fleming- 


ton «(N. J.) home after the “Radio 
Hall of Fame” broadcast. 
It's now Pvt. Harold W. Cohen, 


Pittsburgh Post-Gazette drama and 
film ed (and “Variety” mugg), who 
takes his last fling at the Broadway 
scene (journalistically, at least) this 
week. Arrived yesterday (Tues.) in 
town for a spell. 


Ziegfeld Club’s annual dinner will | 


be held at the Waldorf April 15, 


tickets being $12.50 and $15 per per- | 


son. Red Cross, Theatre Wing. 
Father Duffy Canteen, Will Rogers 
Memorial and Actors Fund will 
share in the proceeds. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 

Barney Rapp’s band held over at 
Happy Hour nitery. 

Kay Francis and Reginald Gardi- 
ner in town briefly after USO-Camp- 
snow tour. 

Walter O'Keefe into Hotel Radis- 
£0n Flame Room with Jeanie Leitt 
and Joe Porretta orchestra held over. 

Paramount force tossed farewell 
party for Bill Soper and Joe Prill, 
bookers, entering the armed services, 
and Hilda Berg, veteran cashier, re- 
tiring. 

Shriners’ annual indoor circuses 
broke all previous boxoffice records 
both in Minneapolis and St. Paul, ex- 
tra Saturday morning performance 
eing staged here. 

Columnists and broadcasters’ ball 
at Marigold Ballroom, with Tommy 
Tucker and Barney Rapp's bands and 
Virginia Weidler, pulled 2,094 cus- 
tomers and yielded $1,235.46 for Red 
Cross. 

: “Private Life of Paul Josef Goeb- 
dels.” produced by W. R. Frank. local 


theatre magnate, to have world pre- | the guideposts 


Diana Rivers, as an old-maid school- 
teacher. Jean Gillespie is the charm- 
ing daughter of the family, and other 
roles are well played by Raymond 
Van Sickle. Jean Dale, Viola Dean, 
David McKay, Ethel Remey, Guy 
Stockwell and Carolyn Hummel, the 
latter two being adolescents. 
Howard Bay's garish living room 
setting is excellent, while Lester Vail 
has direeted with an eye for maxi- 
mum laughs. Klep. 


Ill Be Seein’ You 
Philadelphia, March 20. 
John Golden production (‘in association 
with Harry Joe Brown) ef comely tn three 
vets (4 aceenes) by George Seaton: staged 
by Richard Whorf: opened at Walnut St. 
theatre, Philadelphia, March 20, °44. 
Cast: Harry Carey, Wendell Corey, Eliza- 
heth Patterson, Sylvia Field, Frank Wileex, 
Hal K. Dawson, John Conway, Raymond 
Largay, J. Pat O'Malley, Harold McGee. 
In “I'll Be Seein’ You” George 
Seaton has gone to the supernatural 
for two of his main characters, and 
the two, played by Harry Carey and 
J. Pat O'Malley, walk off with the 
acting honors in this light, amusing 
boxoffice comedy. Sharing bows 
with the two ghosts is Elizabeth Pat- 
terson. 
Plot is thin, in keeping with its 
whimsy, but the competent work- 
manlike job done by the principals 
and the supporting cast will draw 
hosannas from New York critics. 
Show needs tightening, but suggests 
strong Broadway click possibilities. 
Story involves the Griggs family, 
of a small New England town in the 
early part of the 20th*century. Sam 
Griggs (Harry Carey), a boatbuild- 
er, dies suddenly. leaving his family 
in straitened circumstances. But 
before he dies, and unknown to his 
family, Griggs had invested in real 
estate which became profitable. The 
only one who knows it is the crooked 
partner (Frank Wilcox), who decides 
to keep the coin for himself. The 
rest of the play involves the adven- 
tures of the Ghost 
and that of his late father, Benjamin 
Griggs ‘J. Pat O'Malley) in finding 


of Sam Griggs | 


Chicago 

Abe Lastfogel has been in town on 
USO-Camp Show business. 

The Sen Wongs. Chinese dance 
team, replace the Billetta Girls at 
the Blackhawk Cafe on March 22. 

John Balaban leaves for a six- 
week vacation at Arrowhead 
Springs, Cal., the end of the month. 

Patricia Morison quit the Chicago 
theatre’ a day ahead of sked last 
week in order to join the cast of 
“Allah Be Praised” in Philadelphia. 

Harry Neppo, operator of the Kim- 
bark theatre, has again been ap- 
pointed to the post of sergeant-at- 
arms of the Allied Theatres of IIli- 
nois. 

George Sidney and L. K. Sidney 
of the M-G-M studio stopped off fox 
a gander at talent before con- 
tinuing their journey to New York 
to see some shows. 

Edith Atwater joins 
“Tomorrow the World” at the Sel- 
wyn theatre Sunday night, April 2, 
replacing Elissa Landi, who retires 
temporarily to await the stork. 

Willie Shore, who has been enter- 
taining the armed forces overseas, 
has been given another six months 
deferment by his draft board here in 
order to remain with USO-Camp 
Shows. 

Pioneer's Night Dinner. a tribute 
to the older showmen of Chicago and 
Illinois, to be given by the Variety 
Club and originally scheduled for 
March 24 will be held on March 31 
at the Blackstone hotel. 

The Grand ‘berrace Cafe. located 
in Harlem district &and 
closed for sometime. is slated to re- 
open next month under the manage- 
ment of Denver Ferguson of Indian- 
apolis. 


W. Ray Johnston, president, and | 


Irving Mandel. Monogram Pictures 
Chicago franchise holder. were hosts 
to 85 exhibitors at a luncheon in the 
Blackstone hotel last Friday (17), 
preceding the screening of “Lady 
Let’s Dance.” 

Erwin Barg. professional manager 
of the local Miller Music Company 
office, was presented with a hand- 
some wrist watch by Milton Drake, 
Al Hoffman and Jerry Livingstone, 
writers of “Mairzy Doats,’ for his 
efforts in exploiting the song in this 


territory. 
London 


Reginald Taylor, out of Air Force 
after three years. managing Capitol 
for Associated British. 

Denis Arundel directing and play- 
ing lead in topical drama, “Zero 
Hour,” for Jack de Leon. 

With Hughie Charles joining Noel 
Gay, latter will now concentrate on 
his musical writings, with Charles 
looking after “pop” songs. 

Guy Charles has comedy, “Bailiff’s 
Arms,” on road. starring Mackenzie 
Ward and Edward Souper. Also has 
a play to follow with Hannah Watt 
and Doreen Percheron. 

Dwight Deere Wiman, 
American Red Cross entertainments, 


who was to have quit at the time | 


Jhis assistants did, has decided to stay 
for six months longer. 

Jack Hylton has signatured Billy 
Milton for three years. with first 
show to be “Irene.” in which he will 
play Pat Someret role, with Carol] 
Raye as likely for Edith Day part. 

Eddie Lane ‘Tree and Edwards) 
just missed his old partner Dick Ber- 


a missing $5,000 check and “getting | 


back” to the family. 

John Conway portrays the son of 
Sam Griggs: Sylvia Field plays the 
prissy daughter. The play points up 
the difficulties of presenting ghosts 
on the stage in consort with living 
characters. 


Film Engineers 


Continued from page 3 


video scripts es when facing a thea- 
tre or screen audience. 


4—And above all, how much of 


‘this, the early video shows, will be 
film subjects; and if so, to w hat de- 


gree will the Hollywood producers 
elect to restrict their “cooperation” 
with television. 

Telecasting manufacturers frankly 
like commer- 


state that television, 
cial radio. belongs in the hands of 
the advertising agencies. These 


spokesmen see tele as an advertising 
medium primarily with sponsors 
paying the bills and controlling the 
policies. 

There are some who 
where Paramount, for 
show biz entity, and now vivid in 
DuMont, would acquiesce to this 
usurping of their inherent showman- 
ship. But, in the main, the visio 
manufacturers want to get their ma- 
chines into the homes, and thus 
establish “circulation”; the refine- 
ments of commercial television will 
come thereafter”. 

The powwow tonight (Wed.) at 
the Hotel Pennsylvania may help 
develop some specific lines of pro- 
gression which may possibly prove 
of the future. 


cannot see 


instance, aj} 


} 


nie, who is in “This Is the Army,” by | 


a few days. Lane, now with Ameri- 
can forces, has been made a sergeant. 

John Steinbeck’s “Moon Is Down” 
starting another 11] weeks’ tour out- 
of-town, with Georgie Wood no long- 
er interested in it. being pre¢ented 
by his former partner, Basil Lang- 
don. 


Philadelphia 


By Si Shaltz 
and Bess” will open at the 
Erlanger Easter week. 

Harry Steinman. ex-newspaper- 
man, has joined the Jolly Joyce of- 
fice as a booker. 

Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo has 
been inked here for four perform- 
ances starting March 28. 

Michael] Weiss, formerly of Chi- 
cago, is the new exploitation boss at 
the 20th Century-Fox exchange. 

Alexander R. Griffin. news com- 
mentator. has been added to Mutual’s 
corps which will cover the 
G.O.P. conclave in Chicago. 


“Porgy 


news 


Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 
Jim Lindsay. assistant to Ken Hoel, 
Harris publicity director, down with 
measles 
The Frank Webbs 


(he’s the 


baby girl. 


Grace Moore will sing “Tosca” 
here in May with La Scala Opera 
Company. 

Howard Webb now playing the 


Hammond organ at the Showboat in 
Cleveland. 

Jerry Tagree. pianist and 
poser, has joined show at the Mercur 
Music Bar. 

Red French. dance band drummer, 
has been bedded for several days 
after a heart attack. 

Nixon will probably be dark next 
week and week of April 10. No 
bockings in sight yet. 

Texas Tommy, the Wonder Horse, 


the cast of | 


head of | 


sales | 
manager of KDKA) have adopted a} 


com- | 


land Joan Francis headlining 
| show at Villa Madrid. 


| Macgowan and Mack ice revue will | 


new 


| stay at William Penn Hotel's Terrace 


Room until middle of April. 
Buddy Bryant. who sang at Casino 

earlier this season, around 

| auditioning for radio connection. 
Francis Rooney new 

Catholic Theatre Guild, 

Catherine Savage, who has entered a 

convent. 


prexy of 
succeeding 


Rascoe’s Tirade 


Continued from page 1 


;ried to Tyrone Power, now in the 
marines, She demonstrated her ha- 
tive wit by sending Rascoe a bottle 
of castor oil, according to the The- 
atre Guild, with a note saying: “I'm 
sorry I made you ill.” 
50-50 press but the other dissenting 


likes of the plavers. 

Following day (16) Rascoe had a 
followup notice explaining why he 
doesn't like “Jacobowsky,” but he ig- 
nored Annabella. On the same page 
the Guild went to bat for the actress 
with extra space, carrying her pic- 
ture and the heading: “Here's to An- 
;nabella from 15 critics.” giving lau- 
| datory quotes from notices of seven 
reviewers in the metropolitan area 
and eight from out of town. 

Rascoe last spring stirred up con- 
siderable controversy over Miriam 
Hopkins upon the announcement that 
| she was to replace Tallulah Bank- 
, head in “The Skin of Our Teeth.” He 
panned her even before she opened 
in the show. Earlier this season the 
same critic pasted “Over 21” (Music 
Box), a solid hit, on three consecu- 
tive days. Rascoe panned one of the 
acters in “21” so fiercely that the no- 
tice was yanked and rewritten after 
the first edition. : 


There were brief references in one 
or two dailies anent Rascoe’s “Jacob- 
owsky” stint. “Broadway's Busy- 
body,” Ethel Colby, went to Anna- 
bella’s 


| Colby, who radio-reviews first nights 
| with her husband, Julius, over the 
| Same station, went on record con- 
| demning “one of the drama critics,” 
| but did not identify Rascoe or the 
| World-Telly. She rated Annabella 


| “a gifted, skilled actress.” Miss Le 


defense on the air over 
WMCA Thursday (16) when Eva 
Le Gallienne was guest artist. Miss | 


Hollywood 


John Carradine divorced. 


Hedy Lamarr bedded by flu. 

Harry Davenpert laid up with 
; bronchus. 

Ward Bond sued for separate 


again | 


zanne Georgette Charpentier, is mar- | 


ma-ntenance. 

Bob Crosby, band leader, 
1-A by his draft board. 

Edward Evereit Horton nursing a 
torn ligament in his neck. 

Johnny Weissmuller reported 26 of 
his swimming medals stolen. 

Jane Wyman returned to work at 
Warners after a siege of laryngitis. 

Commander John Ford in town for 
the christening of his first grandson. 

Louis B. Mayer and Howard 
Strickling returned from eastern biz 
trip. 

Sonja Henie to Toronto to put on 
an act for Norwegian flyers training 
there. 

Alexis Smith, Warners star, bed- 
ded with flu after collapsing at the 


classified 


| studio. 


Show gota 


critics didn't go in for personal dis- | 


Lynn Watson, recently signed by 
International Pictures, is now Lane 
Watson. 

Si Seadler, Metro’s New York ad- 


| vertising manager, in town to ogle 


new product. 


Gallienne said: “I've seen Annabella | : 
'ond birthday recently with an 18- 
| hour program series. 


many times...in ‘Liliom’ at Westport 
...She gave a lovely. sincere per- 
formance...is definitely a capable 
actress.” 


|| Pix Top Antidote | 


Continued from page 3 —— 


| value as a good will factor is be- 
| yond computation. In New Guinea, 
for example, where Australian and 
American soldiers fight side by side. 
| they sit down to see an American 
film side by side. Our troops also 
visit Australian camps where the 
screen fare is predominantly Amer- 
ican. 


“Soldiers dislike war pictures with 
glorified heroes. Musicals, comedies, 


'and newsreels are high on the G.L 
hit list. They like to see informa- 
| tional films, those that explain war 


strategy and show real battle scenes 


The soldier is anxious to see what 
his weapons can do. 
| “I have seen tropical theatres | 


seating 3,000 soldiers on wooden 
benches, and 1,000 sitting on crates 


Jeanette MacDonald readying for 
a five-week concert tour, opening in 
Phoenix, Ariz. 

Ed Weisl, member of the Para- 
mount board, in from New York for 
studio huddles. 

Louise Moss, formerly Louise 
Stuart of the films, divorced Jack 
Moss, producer. 

Alan C. Abeel, of the Guaranty 
Trust Co., in from New York to talk 
finances with indie producers. 

John Woolfenden checked out of 
Paramount's flackery to take over 
Don King’s old job at Columbia. 

Major Frank Pershing, brother of 
the general and a veteran of World 
War I, making. his debut as a film 
actor at Republic. 

Joseph M. Schenck is week-ending 
again at his Palm Springs home for 
the first time since he donated its 
use to the USO for the housing of 
soldiers three years ago. 


Mexico City 


Maria Felix, film actress, hurt in 
an autemobile crash. 

Lawrence R. Roberson, U. S. Ne- 
gro singer, new with Fellies Bergere 
ere. 

Amanda del Liane, songstress, 
inked by radio station XEW as fea- 
tured artist, 

Marcus show, after 10 weeks at 
Teatro Iris here, started road tour 
in Guadalajara. 

Lynn Randels, American girl tap 
dancer, heading the floor show at 
the E) Patio nitery. 

Station XEOY celebrated its sec- 


Absalon Jackson, Satevepost staff 
writer, gathering material for article 
about Mexican films. 

Tito Guizar and his actress wife, 


Nanette Noriega, have decided to re- 


main here indefinitely. 
Lupita Gallardo, wife of Pepe Or- 


| tiz. matador, inked by Films Mun- 


diales to exclusive contract. 
Director-producer Fernando de 
Fuentes readying a film based upon 
adventures of a king exiled in Mex- 
ico. 
Carlos Chavez, conductor of Mex- 
ico Symphonic orchestra, back from 


month’s concert tour of Texas and 
Caiifornia. 

Dudley Murphy has started pro- 
duction of “The Bells of My Town.” 
tarring Gloria Marin and Pedro 
Armendariz. 

June Marlowe has finished her 


first picture in Mexico, “The Black 


Corsair,” historic drama, produced 
by Gonzalo Elvira. 
William Oscar Jenkins, wealthy 


American, recently turned exhib, has 
expanded his circuit of cinemas with 
the Reforma in Tampico. 

Bernardo Sancristobal, manager of 


| station XEB, debutted as pic actor in 
| first Mexican film version of Spanish 


jand logs and eil tins in an outdoor | 


| excavation. Soldiers frequently sit 
| in tropical downpours for one and 
| two hours before show time to en- 
| joy a run-of-the-mill film made si- 
jlent when the sound track breaks 
‘down, and then return the next night 
to see it again. During alarms the 
men quietly leave the theatre and 
las quietly resume their seats after- 
ward to see the rest of the movie. 
While excavations were under way 
| on a New Guinea base, a bulldozer 
was assigned the priority detail of 
j hollowing out the ground for an 
| open-air theatre. 
| “I have seen men 
ture from such a distance that the 
| screen .was the size of a postage 
stamp ,and I have heard men gripe 
| at a poor show but sit through it 
to the end. With several pictures 


| playing at various bases on an is- 
|land, men were known to walk 
|nightly many miles aroung the en- 
tire island until they had seen all 


the pictures.” 
Gen. Osborn said as many as 104 


‘simultaneously on a single night in 
Guadalcanal. He says that the men 
are now seeing fax more pix than 
they ever would in civilian life. 


watch a pic- | 


and 


stage comedy, “Three-Peaked Hat.” 
Blanch Sisters (Anita and Isabel) 
company long standard at the 
Ideal, legit cemedy theatre here, 
inked by Joseph Fustemberg for 
season in Vera Cruz. 
Mario Talavera has quit composing 


after 25 years until he finishes the 

biog of the late Maestro Miguel 

Lerdo de Tejada, famed Mexican 
conducter who died in 1942. 
Washington 

Al Spink in tewn ahead of “The 


Doughgirls.” 
The St. Patrick’s Day party of Va- 
riety Club turned off the lights at 


|5 a. m. 


Warner Bros. had all Coast Guard 
gold braids at Friday opening of 
“Task Force.” 

Arch MeDenald, 10 


years on 


| WTOP, was birthdayed at the studio 
| on Friday (17). 


different film shows were operating | 


| 


Tony Muto of 20th-Fox has shown 
“The Purple Heart” to officials of the 
U. S.. State Department. 

“Voice of the Turtle” (command 
performace) netted $2,958 for the 
President's birthday ball committee. 

Capitol theatre auditioned organ- 
ists for community sing Monday 
(20). Winner replaces Art Brown, 
who will devote his full time to WOL 
radio, 
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Wednesday, March 


hese Beauty make 


| 


ovelier this famous star 


In recent tests of this Lux Soap beauty care actually 3 out 
of 4 complexions improved in a short time. “I never neglect 
my ACTIVE-LATHER FACIALS with Lux Toilet Soap,” says 
lovely Loretta Young. ‘‘They’re so simple and they really 
work, First cover your face generously with the rich lather, 
work it in gently but thoroughly. Then rinse with warm 
water, splash with cold, and pat to dry. You’ll find this 
care a wonderful beauty aid!”’ 


Clever women everywhere find in Loretta 
Young’s beauty facials a simple, easy care that 
works. See if this daily complexion care lovely 
screen stars recommend doesn’t make your 
skin more adorable. 


Fight Waste 


It’s patriotic to help save soap. Use only 
what you need. Don’t let your cake of 
Lux Toilet Soap stand in water. After 
using, place it in a dry soap dish. 
Moisten last sliver and press | P 
against new cake. 


4 
9» . 
43 VARIETY 1911 
be 
| 
if 


